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Building on its long commitment to animal 
law and policy and the groundbreaking 
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Make an Impact!
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DONATE TODAY

Mission
To educate students in a diverse community that 
fosters personal growth and that enables them 
to attain outstanding professional skills and high 
ethical values with which to serve as lawyers 
and environmental and other professionals in an 
increasingly technological and interdependent 
global society.

Strategic Goals
With four overarching goals, our Campaign will 
enable VLGS to fully support its Strategic Plan, 
to ensure the school will thrive over the next 
half-century and beyond. These goals include: 

• Transforming into a graduate institution that 
houses both a law school and a graduate school

• Establishing a new president position to serve 
as chief executive

• Developing three new public policy master’s 
degrees and enhancing existing ones

• Launching an Online Hybrid JD (OHJD) program 
for working professionals 

We envision a time when all students 
can readily access and afford a VLGS 
education to become leaders and 
catalysts for change with the full 
support of our alumni, faculty, staff, 
community members, and friends 
around the world.
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that is now named Vermont Law and Graduate School. My personal reasons for undertaking 
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I was drawn to the state of Vermont. But more profoundly, I was drawn to a state of mind.  
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The state of mind that is uniquely Vermont Law and Graduate School (VLGS) is captured by 
its motto—law for the community and the world—and by its mission—to educate students in 
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architect Daniel Burnham: “Make big plans, aim high in hope and work, remembering that 
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With such growing insistency, we are now pursuing big plans, and for big reasons. Our 
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respect for human dignity, autonomy, and the rule of law.   

We are dedicated to recruiting and educating a new generation of leaders committed to 
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or policy they may someday enter, our graduates will be imbued with a sense of the 
public interest.
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that state of mind, as with pride we celebrate our history, and with audacious ambition, forge 
our future.   

Rodney A. Smolla
President, Vermont Law and Graduate School
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A STATE OF MIND
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When Vermont Law and Graduate School’s new Online 
Hybrid JD program �����������������������	���Q�������������������������
�´������������
worried that a goal of 15 students in the inaugural March 
�?�;�?�?�������������������������������	�������
�´�������������������������	���	���������	���������	��
shortened recruiting timeline. As it turns out, that wasn’t 
a problem. When classes began on Aug. 29, the program 
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���������	�������
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�	�������������	�����������������	�����	�	���������	���������������	���������������������������	�����������������	��
�������������	�Q�������	���������������������������	�������	���	�������������������������������������	�����
��
online classes and three brief, in-person residential 
sessions. The OHJD offers the same rigorous legal 
�	�����������������������������	���������������W�������	�������	�������������*�$�Q���������������������
���	������������������
�����������������������������������������������
�	�������������������������	�����������������������	�����	�	��
�����������������������������������������	�����������������������������	�������������������������	����������������������
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�	�������
�������	�����	�����	�����	���Q������������������
professionals who want to boost their careers or start a 
���	���������	�������������	���������Q�Y�������������6�	�������������,�������3�������������$�	�������"�	������
�-���#�������������N���X�4���	�����������������W�����
���	���������������������	���������������������������	��������
���������	�������������	�������*�$�����������	�����������������	�	���������������	�������������������	����
�����������������������������������	�������������	���N���4���	���������������������������	�	�������������������Q��������
�������	���������	�����
�������	�������
�����������	���Q��������������������� �	�����������	���������	�����Q�����������W����
a game-changer.”
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���	���	�����������������������	�������������������������	����������� �	�������������	�����
���
�������������	������������
�������������6�,�'�3���������������	�������������������
�����L���������������������	�����	���	�������������	��
���
�����������	�����W�������������������	���������������������	���P���	���������������	�����������������Q���
��������
�����������������������������	���������Q���	���	���������������Q�����������	�����������������	���������������	�N���›

�X�7�	�����������	�������	���	���
�������������	����������� �����������������	���������	�����������
��������������
���������������
�
�������	�����������������������	�������������������	�����	�������	������������������������
�����	���	���������������������������	���5�N�3�N���4���	�����������������	�	���������	���������	�����	����������������
���	�����	���������������������������������	�������������W���������
�´���������������������	�����Q�Y������������
�$�	�������-���#�������������N���›��

�4���	���/�(�*�$�����������������������������	�������������	���	���������������������������	���������������	�	��
���	���������������������	�����	���	�����	�����d�������������������
���>�;�����	���	�����	�����e�N���4���	��
�����������	���������	�����	�������	���	��������������������������������������������������������������������
�
�������������N���3���������������������������������	���������	�����	�������������������������������������	��
�	���	�����������Q���-�����������������������������4���������������Q���C�P�@�;���������F�����N���N���%�4�N��
�4���	���������������������������������������	�����	���������	�����������	���������������������	��������������������
�����������������	�������������
���������������������������������������������������Q�����������	�������Q����������
�
�	�	�������������������������������	�������	�	�����������������	���N���3�������	�����������������������������	��
�����������I���	�����������d�4���������������������������������3�����������e�����	�������	�������	�������	������������
the school’s downtown Burlington, Vt., location during the 
�´�������Q�������������Q�����������´�����������	���	�����	���N���!���������	���	���������
�������	�����������������Q��
���������	���������������������	�������	�������	�����������������	�������	���������������������������������	����������
in most states.

�4���	�������������������������������������������	���������������W�������	�������	�I����������������������
���	�������������
�����	�������	�������������������	�����
�����Q���������������
�����Q�������������	�����	�����	�	���N��
�6�,�'�3���	�����������������	���������	���������������W�����´�������������������	�����������	���W�������	�����	�	��
�����������������������	���������������	�������������������������?�;�>�>�N��

Online Hybrid JD (OHJD) 
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DISCOVERY

Last fall, Vermont Law and Graduate School 
launched the Vermont School for the 
�%���������������	�����Q�����������	����������� �	��������������������������������
professional school to concentrate on cutting-
�	�����	���������������������������������������W�����������	�������	���������������	����������
�����������	�����	���N���6�,�'�3�������	�������	���	�����	���������Ÿ�?�N�B������������������
�����
�����
�������������	���-�����	�����������,�����������&�������������������Q����������������
���	����������� �	�����������������������
���������������������������
���Q�������������	����
the name of the Vermont School for the 
�%���������������	�����������������	��Maverick Lloyd School for 
the Environment . 

�4���	���	���������	���������
�������	���-�����	�����������,�����������3�������������
������
�����	���%���������������	�����W�����������	�������������������������������������������	��
curriculum puts climate change and racial and 
economic justice at the center of the learning 
�	�����	�����	�����	�L�������	�������������������������������������	�������������������������	��
���������	���������������	���	�������������������	�������������������������������������	������
the world’s most pressing problems.

�X�/�������3�������������
�����������	���%���������������	�����������������	����������������
�
�����������������������W�����	���������������	�������������	�����	��������������������������
their careers,” Jennifer Rushlow, dean of the 
�-�����	�����������,�����������3�������������
�����������	���%���������������	�����Q�����������N��
�X�7�	���	���������������������������	�����������������������
���������������������������
��
�����������	�����	�������������������������
�������������������������������	�N���)��������������
time of climate crisis and its disproportionate 
impacts on people of color and low-income 
communities around the world, training leaders 
�������	���������������	�������������������	����������������������������������������
resilience is critical to our future.”

Part of the creation of the school includes 
�����������	�������	�����	�	���P�������-�������	�������
���#�����������	����������

�%���������������	�����������0�������������d�-�#�%�0�e�����������-�������	�������
��
�!�������������0�������	�������������0�������������d�-�!�0�0�e�N���4���	���	�������	��
�����������������������������������	���	�����������������-�������	�������
���%���	��������
Regulation and Law (MERL) and Master of Food 
���������!�������������������������,���������������0�������������d�-�&�!�,�0�e�����	�����	�	��
programs that are now part of the School for 
�����	���%���������������	�����N��

The school will build on VLGS’s long-running 
�	�����	���������	���������������	�������������������������	��������������������
�	���������������	���������Q�������	�������	���	�������Q���
����������������
agriculture, and animal protection law and public 
�������������N���#���������	���������	�����	���������	���������������	�������	�����������	��������
���������������	�	���������������	�������������������	���L�������������Q���������������	�Q��
�������������������´�������	�����������L�������������������������������������������������Q��
���������������������������������������������	�����	�����������������	�����	�����	������������
learning opportunities.

�X�!�����������������	�������������������������������������	�����	�	�����
���������	�����I
trained professionals equipped with the 
�������	�����	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Q�����	���������Q��
�����������������������	���������	�����������������������������	���������������������������	����
on matters relating to climate change and 
�	���������������	�������������������	���������������������	���	�����������	�������������	��
world,” said VLGS President Rod Smolla. “The 
�
�������������������������������	���������������������������������	���������	���-�����	����������
�,�����������3�������������
�����������	���%���������������	�������������������	����������������������
�
�����������������	���������������������������������	�������	�������������	������������
���������������������������������������	�������
�������������������������������N�Y 

Maverick Lloyd School for the Environment
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“We equip our 

students with a 

full toolbox of 

knowledge and 

skills for making 

change. In this time 

of climate crisis and 

its disproportionate 

impacts on 

people of color 

and low-income 

communities 

around the world, 

training leaders 

in environmental 

protection and 

community 

resilience is critical 

to our future .”

- Jennifer Rushlow

Dean, Maverick Lloyd 

School for the Environment
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DISCOVERY

On June 22, 2023, VLGS celebrated the grand 
opening of its new Burlington location. Located on 
�#�������	���	���3�����	�	�����������������������������
���������"���������������������#���������(�������Q��
�#�������������3�����	�	�����-�������	�����������	�Q���������������	�����������	�������	�����
���,�����	��
Champlain, VLGS – Burlington will host residencies for 
�����	���/���������	���(�������������*�$�����������������Q���������������������������������
�´���	�Q��
and classes through the Center for Justice Reform 
���������.�����������������#�	�����	�����������2�	�����������������	���*�����������	�N��

�4���	�������������������	�����������������������������	���������	�����	���	�������������������
��
�����	�����	�����#�	�����	�����
�������*�����������	���2�	�
���������#�����������N���&�������	����������
�����Ÿ�F�D�B�Q�;�;�;���
�	���	�����������������������	�������	�����������3�	�������������"�	�������	��
�3�������	���������������������������	���&�������������9�	�������?�;�?�@���#���������	��������������������
Directed Spending process, the new clinic will merge 
�����	���������������W�����������������������������������������������	�������������������������������	����
�������������	�����	�
���������������������������	�������	�����	�����������������Q�����������	������
�����������������������	�������������Q�����������������������	���������������������I�������	����
���	�����������������	���������	�������������	�������������������������	�����	�������������������Q���
��������
�����	�I�����������	�����������������I���������������������Q���������������������	�����������	�����
��
Vermont.

�6�,�'�3�����������	���������	�������������������	��������������������������������������
�������������������	���	�����������������������	�������������	�����	���	�������������
�	����������������
�����X�#���������������������������������	���#�����������������������Y�����	���������	���������6�,�'�3��
�0���	�������	�������2�������3�����������Q�����������������������	���������������������	��������
���	���	�������3�������	���	���#�������������	���������������N���"���������������������-����������
�-���������7�	�������	�����	���Q�����������	���������������	�����	���	�������������	�����
��������
�����	�����
�´���	�������
���3�	�������������"�	�������	���3�������	���������������3�	������������
Peter Welch, joined President Smolla and Dean 
�"�	�������-���#���������������
�����������	�������	�������������
�	���	�����	����������
ribbon cutting.  

VLGS Celebrates 
Grand Opening of New 
Burlington Location

DISCOVERY

VLGS
BURLINGTON
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WHAT MADE THE BIGGEST IMPRESSION 
UPON ME WAS THE WAY THE SCHOOL CAME 
TOGETHER TO WORK ON THE PLAN. WE 
HAD ALL THE CONSTITUENCIES INVOLVED 
AND PEOPLE PUT A LOT OF TIME AND 
EFFORT  INTO THE PLAN. IT WAS NOT 
SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED OVERNIGHT.”

Was there anything you learned during the strategic 
���������j���	������������� ���������������������	�������������������	�������������������������������������������c�›

�7���������������	�������	�����������	���������������	�������������������������	���������������	���������������	����������������
�������	���������	�����	�������������������������������	�����������N���7�	�����������������������	�������������������	�������	����
�������������	���������������	�������	�������������������������
���������	�����������	�
�
�����������������������	�����������N���)������������
���������������	�������������������������������	���	���������	�������������N���)���������������������������������������	��������������
���	���	�������Q���������������������	�����������������	�������������������������������������������
�	�����������������������N���)����������������
�����	�������	�����	�����	�����	�����������	�	�������	�����������������������	���������	�����	�����������������	�������������
���������	��
�����	�����)���������������	���	���������	���������	�����������������������������������������������	�N���.�������	���	���������	��
�������	�	�����������	���	�����������������������������	���������	�Q�����������������	���������������������
�������	���Q�����	����������
consensus across the board to go in the direction we went. 

To you, what is the most exciting part about the strategic plan?

�4�������	�������	�������������	�������������������������������������	�����	������������� ���������������
�������	����������������������
splitting out the graduate programs from the JD program. We are 
���	�������	���������������������	�����	�����������������	���������������	�����	�	�����������������������������N���)���������������������	��
�	���������������������������	�����������������	�������������������Q�����������������������	���������	���	�������������������������	��
�*�$�����������������N���4�������������������������������������	���
�����������	���������������Q�����������)�������������������W����������������
���������	���������	���������������������	�������	�N���!���������	���������������������������	���������	�������	�������������
������������������
�����	�����	�������������������	�������	�������������������������������������������	�����������������	�������������	�������L�����	��
�
�����������	�������������������������������������	���
�����������	�����������������	���������������L�������������	�������	�������	������
�
�����������	���	���������	�������������������������N���)�������������������������������������������������	�������	�������������	����������������������
���	�����������	���	���	�����������	���
���������������������
�������	���������������������	���	���������������N

Why was it necessary to undertake the strategic planning  
process, and ultimately, go in this new direction?

�)���������������������������	���������������������������������������	�������������������������������?�;�>�F�������	�����)���´�����������	�������	��
���������������
�������	�����������������
�������������	�	���N���!���������������������������������������	�Q�������	�������������������������W�����������	������
���������������������	���´�����������������������	���N���7�	�����	���	���W�������	���	�������������������	�����	���	�����	�����	�����	�	���	����
�������������	�����������	���������	�����������������	�������������������������������	�������������	�������������	���������������	�����N���!������
that wasn’t just Vermont Law School, but a larger trend in higher education 
in general, and law schools in particular. There were fewer and fewer 

���������	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������´����������������������������������������������������
�����	�����������	���I���	���������	���������������������������������������������������������	���	���	�����	�����	�����������Q����������������������
us. The board decided we needed to come up with a plan to attract more 
���������	���������������������	�����	���������������������������	���´�����������������������	���Q�������������������������������	�������������	����
the strategic planning process.

How does elevating the master’s programs strengthen the JD 
�����������������������������	�����������������������	���
�c�›

�4���	�����������������������	���������������������	�����������������������������������	������������� �������������	�����������������	��
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it’s important for the school to continue to operate far into the future. 

What does the future look like for VLGS?�›
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Is there anything else you’d like to add?
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DISCOVERY

The strategic plan announced in 2022 was the result of an 
18-month process that ultimately included more than 60 
faculty, staff, and trustees participating in working groups and 
committees. They solicited and received feedback from more 
than 700 alumni, students, prospective students, staff, faculty, 
and funders through surveys, town halls, focus groups, Q&A 
sessions, facilitated discussion groups, and more.
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enrollment and institutional reputation.
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The Strategic Plan and the New VLGS: 
A Q&A with Board of Trustees Chair, Glenn Berger JD’78

DISCOVERY
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BY DAVID GOODMAN

New Era
FOR A

Rodney Smolla—
accomplished educator, 
litigator, scholar, and 

author—takes the reins at 
an opportune time.
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Smolla had not planned on being a lawyer. “I had never met a lawyer in 

my life,” he exclaims. He developed a passion for American history and 

political science as an undergraduate, which led him to Duke. “Most 
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went into corporate law in his hometown. But Smolla “yearned for 
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& Mary, University of Illinois, and University of Arkansas law schools, 

and as a visiting professor of law schools at Duke, University of Georgia, 

University of Indiana, Denver University, and University of Melbourne.

Smolla has continued to be a practitioner while maintaining a busy 

academic career. He became an appellate lawyer specializing in First 
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midwestern accent harbored a secret: he was afraid of public speaking. 
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it,” he says. “Every time I have a chance to argue a case, I am thrilled. 
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a handful of law professors who was both a teacher and writer and also 

appeared in court three to four times a year to argue cases.”

Smolla became a First Amendment lawyer by “pure accident.” He was 
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was a thinly veiled exposé of priest sexual abuse, which Smolla says  

was “prescient.” 
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to research it just as a lot of modern free speech law was forming in the 

1970s. The only treatise on defamation was 40 years old.” Smolla went 

on to write a textbook on defamation, as well as more than 100 articles 

published in law reviews and other publications, and has been arguing 

cases about it and freedom of speech, civil liberties, and constitutional 

law ever since.

Separating the 
president and 
dean position 
was necessary  to 
reflect who we 
have become; a 
law school and a 
graduate school.  

DEAN BETH McCORMACK

VLGS president 
Rodney Smolla and 
his partner, Anja.

Part of the transformation of the school includes separating the roles 
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school, and Dan Bromberg joined the team as dean of the graduate school.  
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who we have become; a law school and a graduate school,” says Dean 
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for a year and a half. “Now, the dean of the law school can focus on 

leading and strengthening the JD program, the dean of the graduate 
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has the space to focus most on external matters and revenue generation. 

Keeping all of those responsibilities in one 

person was no longer best for the institution 

given how complex we have become.”
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trying to drive admissions, bring more 

students to the school, market the strategic 

plan, and dramatically increase fundraising. 
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of the school and its importance to the world, 

because of its identity as a leading place to 

protect the environment and its emerging 

identity for social justice issues, including 

restorative justice.” 

“I think the school has been one of the gems in 

legal education and it has a really bright future. 
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A PASSION for  LAW 
AND FREE SPEECH

Rodney Smolla was born in 1953, a year before the United States 
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than how we were then,” Smolla muses. “The tremendous progress in 
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since I was born.” He attributes much of that social change to the power 

of the law. “There is no country in the world where the court system and 
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powerful and I felt so lucky to be a small piece of it, to teach and write 

about it, and argue cases about it.” 
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one of 10 children, and his mother was one of 17. None of his relatives 
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playing football. His talent on the gridiron earned him a scholarship to 

Yale University, and he continued his academic career by attending Duke 
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professor of law since 2015. He was previously president of Furman 
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and University of Richmond law schools.

Smolla takes the helm at a turning point for 

the 50-year old school. On June 21, 2022, the 

school formally announced its reorganizing 

as a graduate institution housing two 

schools—law and graduate, and new name, 
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School for the Environment, which houses 
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the graduate school, several new degrees 

have also been introduced: a Master of 
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of Animal Protection Policy, a Master of 
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on July 1, 2022, was the culmination of 

an 18-month long process to devise a new 

strategic plan that involved input from 
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commitment to public interest law and policy” and is   

buoyed by an anonymous $8 million donation to the school.
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within a law school. Now, our graduate program is robust, and we see 
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structure where there are multiple schools within the institution.”

Rodney Smolla, inaugural president of Vermont Law and 
Graduate School (VLGS), didn’t plan to attend college, 
but he has spent much of his life leading them.
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and what people are looking for in the world has changed. Now we have 

online learning and that is becoming more popular for many reasons, so 

it changes how we learn and teach.”
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way we teach, changing what we are teaching, and we are emphasizing 

the graduate programs more than in the past because that seems to be 

where more people are applying.” The JD program “is still our jewel in the 

crown,” he asserts, “but you have to change with the times.”

A NEW ERA
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boasts one of the top environmental law programs in the country. 
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town and being an independent school,” says Smolla. “I was watching the 

recent struggles the institution had and I was rooting for it.”
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programs have been growing.
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$787.5 million, one of the largest settlements in a defamation case in  

U.S. history.
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been involved in, not just for the monetary stakes but for the importance 

for the country in setting the record straight.”

“Even though I have become most well known as a First Amendment 

scholar and litigator, I love every part of constitutional law,” Smolla says. 

“Issues of presidential power and federalism, economic regulation, race 
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our American identity.”

One of the most famous cases that Smolla was involved in was Hustler 

Magazine v. Falwell, in which televangelist Jerry Falwell sued Hustler for a 

parody that it published in which Falwell was depicted as an incestuous 

drunk. Smolla wrote an amicus brief for The New York Times and was part 

of a team that helped prepare the lawyers representing Hustler publisher 
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time, “I know the mainstream media has no will power to be on the side 
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The New York Times will be sued for an opinion piece, or “Saturday Night 
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victims of a triple murder who sued the publisher of the book “Hit Man,”  

a supposed manual for how to commit murder. Smolla went on to write a 
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Murder by the Book,” which was made into a television movie in which 

actor Timothy Hutton played the role of Smolla. 
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Systems in its defamation suit against Fox News, which repeatedly aired 
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the 2020 election. In early 2023, Fox agreed to settle with Dominion for 

VLGS has a history of  
empowering changemakers. 

This Institution has the 
potential to lead higher 

education into a new era of 
rigorous, inclusive, and 

accessible graduate 
education, especially in 

environmental policy               
and JUsticE reform.

DEAN DAN BROMBERG
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JOIN THE LEADERS’ CIRCLE

���#� ���
� ����� �-�.�í�����$�-���'�  giving society recognizes 

the commitment and contributions of donors 

who support VLGS at a leadership level, year 
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about how much you value the Vermont Law 

and Graduate School education.

To learn more about the �
� ����� �-�.�í�����$�-���'� , or 
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LEAD. 
IMPACT. 
INSPIRE.

President Smolla said of his leadership, “On a scale of authoritarian to very 
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for me to come into a meeting with an idea of what we should do and come 
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follow my idea.”
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solution to what currently ails society. 

“The country and the world need people dedicated to human rights 

and dedicated to the rule of law. And they need people who are able to 
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civilized dialogue.”

Smolla has not lost faith in the role of the law to make change, even in the 

wake of the Dobbs decision that ends constitutional protection for abortion. 
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most recent term. But this day too shall pass. I believe in progress, and I 
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that progress.”
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Smolla declared. “There are threats. The fact that so many people believe 

�/�#� �����$�"���
�$� ���$�.���!�-�$�"�#�/� �)�$�)�"�ß�����#� ���!�����/���/�#���/���/�#� �-� �����-� ���+� �*�+�'� ���2�#�*�����-� �����-���2�)���/�*��

nativism and anti-immigration impulses and a lack of respect for minorities 

is worrisome. But this is a country that has a history over the long haul of 
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“I really do believe that,” he insisted. “And I think part of my passion for 
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imbue that sense of spirit in this next generation of lawyers and leaders.” 
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radio show and podcast Vermont Conversation.

I believe in progress, 
and I believe the next 
generation of VLGS 
lawyers and policy-
makers will  lead 
that progress. 

PRESIDENT RODNEY A. SMOLLA

ADVANCING EGALITARIANISM    
OVER AUTHORITARIANISM
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and Food Systems, co-chaired the presidential search committee. “Rod 

has a long and extensive background in higher education which we 
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that he had been a law school dean and a university president. That is the 

skillset that we need right now.” 
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[Smolla] brings in running academic institutions. Having someone 

helping us ensure we deliver top-notch education, that we are seizing 

every opportunity we can as an academic institution—we will really 
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“In addition to being a seasoned academic, he is a practitioner, which 

suits us well as a practice-based institution,” she noted, “and his practice 

is based in civil rights and social justice. That speaks to our identity and 

will be a great addition to our leadership.”
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is to surround himself with other equally competent people, to whom 
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an organization is charisma and vision. He is always looking for the next 

big idea to help shape the future of an organization.”
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means that justice is not an abstract concept to him,” said Jim Gibson, 

��� �.�,�0�$��� �)�/� �)�)�$���'�����-�*�!� �.�.�*�-���*�!���
���2�����/���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$���#�(�*�)���������#�*�*�'��

�*�!���
���2�ß���î�
�/�í�.���-� ���'�à�����)�����+�-�����/�$�����'�ß�����$�)�����*�!���'�$�&� �����*�����#�$�(�.� �'�!�ß�ï

The new part-time Online Hybrid JD program is a key innovation. The 

program includes a mixture of online classes and three brief, in-person 

residential sessions. “The program has opened up a new dynamic 

population of students for us; students who work full time and who 
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of our expertise in environmental law and justice reform. The program 

utilizes best practices in online learning and builds on our decade-plus of 
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has been profound.”

Smolla embraces online learning. “One of the few silver linings of the 
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declares. 
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changemakers,” said Dean Bromberg. “This institution has the potential 

to lead higher education into a new era of rigorous, inclusive, and 

accessible graduate education, especially in environmental policy and 

justice reform.” 

Dean Rushlow says the changes are driven by core values of the school 
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students: environmentalism as it is today, not environmentalism in the 
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problems today and who are most impacted by those problems.” 

She added, “This is an important way that we can ensure our long-term 

sustainability.”
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That organizational structure is designed to facilitate 

collaboration between the closely connected movements 

(factory farming is a major contributor to climate 

change, for instance), but also to ensure that, when the 

interests of animals and the environment are not fully 
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community and beyond. 
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and doing that in a way that centers animals so they 

are not swallowed up by human or other interests,”     
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creation was in part a response to student and alumni 
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curriculum.

“The groundswell of support and interest from the 
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and policy program, the institution attracted aspiring 

attorneys with an interest in the topic. Today, those 

alumni are animal law trailblazers: Fox helped secure 
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mills to sell dogs on PuppyFind.com; Will Lowrey 

�����í�­�³��won an important appellate ruling directing 

local prosecutors in Pennsylvania to bring a cruelty 

case against a dairy farm; ��� �)� �1���������"� �������í�¬�­ sued 
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information about the care of animals used for testing 

by a company owned by Elon Musk; Michelle Bender 
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a rights-based approach to the protection of oceans 

and ocean life; and �����)�����'�'���������/� ���������������
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assistant dean for environmental law studies at the 
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LAURA FOX JD/MELP’13LAURA FOX JD/MELP’13

~ Laura Fox JD/MELP’13

“I’m very excited 
to embrace the 
energy and 
optimism of 
new people 
entering 
this space.”
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argue that an elephant named Happy should be released from the Bronx 

Zoo under the centuries-old common-law writ of habeas corpus, she 

was coming full circle on a path set in motion when she was a student 
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Back then, Miller was a volunteer for the Nonhuman Rights Project 

(NhRP) �à���2�#�$���#���2���.�����-� ���/� �������4�����/� �1� �)�����$�.� ���$�)���­�µ�µ�²���/�*���.� ���0�-� ���'� �"���'��

�-�$�"�#�/�.���!�*�-�����)�$�(���'�.�ß�����$�.� ���/���0�"�#�/���*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���í�.���¡�-�.�/�����)�$�(���'���-�$�"�#�/�.���'���2��

���*�0�-�.� �.���$�)�����
���í���.�0�(�(� �-���+�-�*�"�-���(�à�����0�/�����$�'�'� �-���¡�-�.�/���(� �/���#�$�(���2�#� �)���.�#� ��

attended an animal law conference where he was a featured speaker. 
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state high court anywhere to consider habeas for a nonhuman animal, 
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by. In part because animals are legally considered property, it can be 
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the boundaries of animal law for decades in the United States and 

around the world. And, thanks to the newly launched Animal Law and 

Policy Institute (ALPI) , the next generation of advocates is well on    

its way.
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new Farmed Animal Advocacy Clinic . “As we get more people 
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problems.”

���
�������#���.���'�*�)�"����� � �)�������'� ����� �-���$�)�����)�$�(���'���'���2�����)�����+�*�'�$���4�ß���
�)���/�#� ���4� ���-�.��

�.�$�)��� �����$�.� �í�.�����*�0�-�.� ���'� �����$�/���/�*����� �����(� ���*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���'���2���.���#�*�*�'�.���/�*���*�¥� �-��

a course on the subject in 1990, it has continued to feature animal law 

programming ever since, especially during summer sessions. However, 

students have always wanted more and, with support from several 
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years and taught the subject for nearly as long. She has also taught at 
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on undercover investigations, a 14-credit animal law concentration, the 
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~ Delcianna Winders

“Animal Law 
at VLGS is very 
much front and 
center . The 
animal law 
students are 
here for a 
reason; they’re 
focused on 
a goal.”
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ownership of exotic animals. Professor Margaret 
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investigations class). For his semester in practice 
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Baur—who was a leading expert in both animal and 
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century, and who mentored innumerable aspiring 

animal lawyers—she continued to work with him 

on cases seeking to protect marine mammals 

under existing federal and state laws. But she also 

���$�.���*�1� �-� �����������$�¥� �-� �)�/�����+�+�-�*�����#���/�*�����*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)���$�)��

�������*�0�-�.� ���*�)��� ���-�/�#���'���2���2�$�/�#���
�$�)���������#� � �#���)�à���!�*�-�(� �-��

� �3� ���0�/�$�1� �����$�-� ���/�*�-���*�!���/�#� �������-�/�#���
���2����� �)�/� �-�à���2�#� �-� ��

Bender now works. 

“One of the premises of the course was that our 
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because they allow pollution—just at a regulated 

�+����� �à�ï����� �)��� �-���.���4�.�ß���î���#� �4�í�-� ����� �.�$�"�)� �����/�*���.�'�*�2��

degradation rather than reverse and restore it.”

At the Earth Law Center , Bender launched an 

ocean rights program that seeks to apply a rights-

based approach to ocean animals and governance. 

The rights-based approach—also the strategy 
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the world to include the rights of nature in its 

constitution, and in 2017, New Zealand recognized 
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construct,” Bender says, “Indigenous communities 

have had this foundational belief and have 

been advocating for stewardship structures  

for centuries.” 
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Institute has revealed the “huge community” of 
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that community is united behind the institute and 
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“I could not be more pleased that Delci is leading 

the charge on this very exciting, innovative 

�+�-�*�"�-���(�à�ï���������/� ���.���4�.�ß���î���#� �í�.�����)���$��� ���'���'� ����� �-�ß�����#� ��

has a grand vision for what this program can and 

should be.” PAMELA VESILIND JD’08

MONICA MILLER JD’12

GENEVA PAGE JD’01

RANDALL ABATE JD/MSEL’89

MICHELLE BENDER MELP’15
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Diversity, and many other organizations. 

Except for Abate—who was a student before animal 

�'���2���2���.���*�¥� �-� �������/�����
���������)���������(� ���/�*���/�#� ���¡� �'�����(�0���#��

later—each of those graduates says the school was 

instrumental in helping them get their footing.
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she found in an airplane seat-back pocket. Even 

�/�#�*�0�"�#���/�#� �-� ���2� �-� �)�í�/�����)�4���*�/�#� �-�����)�$�(���'���'���2���*�¥� �-�$�)�"�.��

at the time, she applied to the school because she 

was also interested in environmental law, for which 
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“I kind of had the blind faith that I could white-

knuckle it and make it work” in animal law, she 

laughs. “There was no path.”

Once on campus, however, Page applied every 

opportunity she had for independent study to 

animal law research, including papers on the 

consequences of treating animals as property and 
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enterprises.
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was trying to teach myself.” 
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Policy in addition to a JD because so many of the 
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program. One of those courses was taught by a 

U.S. Department of Justice attorney focused on 

prosecuting utility companies whose power lines 
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she had written a paper on the impact of wind 
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internship with him in Missoula, Montana. 

“It was the best experience of my life,” she says. “I 

loved every second of it.”

�
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in business when he realized he was spending 

as much time volunteering for animal rights and 

animal welfare issues as he was at his full-time job.

“I was laser-focused on animal law,” he says. 
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which won best student chapter of the Animal 
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won second place in the 2016 National Animal 
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their commitment to animal law and policy issues.
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front and center. The animal law and policy students  
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Those students include ���.�#� �'�4�����*�)�/�$���������������
���í�®�® and 
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students to graduate with a concentration in animal law; 

and �����)� �.�.������� ���)� �������
���í�®�®, who participated in an 
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As part of the class, Beane researched wildlife compounds 

that charge photographers to take pictures of captive 
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promoted—sometimes unwittingly by animal welfare 

organizations—as if they had actually been taken in the 
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eradicate the practice, including the use of accurate 

captions, an acknowledgement that the animals in the 

photos are captive, and the removal of falsely labeled 

photos from stock photo agency archives.

“Animals are not for our enjoyment,” Beane says. “People 
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these animals. In no way should these horrible practices 
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Beane, who wants to work on behalf of captive animals, 
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her students with the skills to go forth in a career.”
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opportunities and make connections.”
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Happy the elephant, Miller says her entire career can be 
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a hearing on habeas relief. But two other justices wrote 

more than 90 pages in dissenting opinions. 
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every day she remains a captive—a spectacle for humans—

we, too, are diminished,” Judge Jenny Rivera wrote in her 

dissent.

�î��� ���.� � ���/�#� ���-�0�'�$�)�"�����.�������1�$���/�*�-�4�à�ï�����$�'�'� �-���.���4�.�ß���î���.������

�-� �.�0�'�/���*�!���	���+�+�4�í�.�������.� �à���2� �����-� ���)�*�2�����-�(� �����2�$�/�#���/�2�*��

compelling dissents from the highest court of New 

York and a majority opinion that recognizes the 

extraordinarily cognitively complex nature of elephants 

and calls upon the legislature to take action for 

elephants.”

���$�'�'� �-���.���4�.���	���+�+�4�í�.�������.� ���$�.���î�0�)�,�0� �.�/�$�*�)�����'�4���/�#� ���(�*�.�/��

�$�(�+�*�-�/���)�/���/�#�$�)�"���
�í�1� ��� �1� �-�����*�)� �ß�ï�����)�����/�#���/�í�.�����*�(�$�)�"��

from someone who argued a separation of church and 

�.�/���/� �������.� ����� �!�*�-� ���/�#� �����ß���ß�����0�+�-� �(� �����*�0�-�/���$�)���®�¬�­�µ���!�*�-���/�#� ��

American Humanist Association. 

���#� ���-� ���.�*�)�ç��

���#� ���(���%�*�-�$�/�4����� ���$�.�$�*�)���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����0�+�-� �(� �����*�0�-�/���2���.�������î�.�/� �+��

away from church-state separation,” she says. In contrast, 

�/�#� ���	���+�+�4�������.� �ø� �1� �)���/�#�*�0�"�#���$�/���2���.�)�í�/���.�0����� �.�.�!�0�'�ø�$�.������

“step forward into the future of animal rights.” 
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by Corin Hirsch

The career paths of 
two Vermont Law and 
Graduate School 
alumni took very 
different tracks, but 
would con verge 
years later —in 
the wilderness.
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~ Jon Leibowitz JD’11/MELP’08

When it comes to one of the 
greatest needs of human 
society right now, which is 
�¤�"�0�-�$�)�"���*�0�/���#�*�2���/�*����� ���'���2�$�/�#��
climate change and reduce 
carbon in the atmosphere, 
old and wild forests are 
very valuable.”

multiple uses, from forestry to recreation 

�/�*�����$�*���$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�ß���
�)�.�/� �����à�����������í�.�����$�(���2���.��

to let land mature at its own pace, without 

interference from logging or mechanized 

recreation. “There was no other land trust in 

the Northeast at the time that was exclusively 

�!�*���0�.� �����*�)�����*�)�.� �-�1�$�)�"���)���/�0�-� ���!�*�-���)���/�0�-� �í�.���.���&� �à��

�/�#� ���$�)�/�-�$�)�.�$�����1���'�0� ���*�!���)���/�0�-� �à�ï���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5���.���4�.�ß��

Relying primarily on private and institutional 

���*�)���/�$�*�)�.�à�������������#���.���+�-�*�/� ���/� �����*�1� �-���´�®�à�¬�¬�¬��

�����-� �.�������-�*�.�.���¡�1� ����� �2�����)�"�'���)�����.�/���/� �.�����)����

��� �2�����*�-�&�à���2�#� �-� �������*�0�/���¡�1� ���+� �-��� �)�/���*�!���'���)����

is protected as “forever wild.”  Some of that 

�$�.���*�0�/�-�$�"�#�/���*�2�)� �������4���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�ß���î��� ��

are in the real estate transaction business. 

�
�/�í�.���%�0�.�/���/�#���/���/�#� ��� �)�����-� �.�0�'�/���*�!���2�#���/���2� �����*��

is conservation rather than development,” 

� �3�+�'���$�)�.���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�ß���î���)��� ���2� �����0�4�������+�$� ��� ���*�!��

�'���)���à���$�/���2�*�)�í�/���"� �/���'�*�"�"� ����� �1� �-�����"���$�)�ß�ï����

���$�/�#���/�#� �$�-���2�*�-�&��� �3�/� �)���$�)�"�������-�*�.�.���(�0�'�/�$�+�'� ��

states, transactions and conservation 

�'�$�&� ���/�#� �����$� �-�-�������'�0�����*�-�����������à�����)�����2�*�-�&�$�)�"���/�*��

protect large tracts of public wilderness,”  

he recalled.

���.�������¯�
�à���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5���/�*�*�&���������'���.�.���2�$�/�#�����-�*�!� �.�.�*�-��

��� �.�.�$�����������4�������í�µ�³���������
�í�µ�µ that focused 

on land trusts and conservation easements, 

and “became intrigued with the idea of land 

conservation through private, transactional 

work, and using the land trust model to achieve 

���*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)�ß�ï�����¤� �-��� ���-�)�$�)�"���#�$�.�����������)���������.�/� �-��

�*�!�����)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2�����)�������*�'�$���4����� �"�-� � �.�à���#� ��

��� �"���)�������!� �'�'�*�2�.�#�$�+���2�$�/�#���/�#� �����*�)�/� �5�0�(�����
���)����

���*�)�.� �-�1���)���4���$�)�����*�'�*�-�����*�ß�������*�0�/���¡�1� ���4� ���-�.��

later, he saw the executive director opening at 

�/�#� �����*�)�/�+� �'�$� �-�ö�����.� �������������ß���î�
���2���.���1� �-�4���'�0���&�4�à�ï��

���*�(�(� �)�/� �����
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�à���2�#�*���'���)��� �����/�#� ���%�*�������)����

moved back east. “I immediately hired Merrill 

���.���*�0�-���.�/���¥�����/�/�*�-�)� �4�ß�ï

�����������#��������� � �)���!�*�0�)��� �����$�)���®�¬�¬�®���/�*���¡�'�'������

perceived gap in land conservation, which 

had long centered on managing land for 

�
�)���'���/� ���®�¬�®�­�à�����¤� �-���������*�(�+�'� �3���4� ���-�ö���)���ö���ö�#���'�!��

long process, the land became the largest 

privately owned “forever wild” preserve in the 

�.�/���/� �à���-� �)���(� �������*�*�����0�-�4�����*�0�)�/���$�)�����$�'��� �-�)� �.�.��

���-� �.� �-�1� �ß�������������2���.���$�/�.���)� �2���*�2�)� �-�����)�����$�/���2���.��

�
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�í���!�*�-�(� �-�����
�����������,�0���$�)�/���)��� �à��Merrill 

��� �)�/�������í�­�­, who provided a key assist during a 

collaboration that might have seemed unlikely 

�%�0�.�/�������!� �2���4� ���-�.���+�-�$�*�-���2�#� �)��� �����#�����0�/���������$�¥� �-� �)�/��

�+���/�#�����¤� �-���"�-�����0���/�$�*�)�ß
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� �$���*�2�$�/�5�à���2�#�*���"�-� �2���0�+���$�)�����$���(�$�à������

�+�*�.�/�ö���*�'�'� �"� ���.�/�$�)�/���2�$�/�#���/�#� ����� �-�(�*�)�/�����*�0�/�#��

���*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)�����*�-�+�.�����/�����'�(�*�-� �����/���/� �������-�&��

�.�/� � �-� �����#�$�(���/�*�2���-������� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'�ß���î�
�/��

�2���.���/�#� �-� ���
���-� ���'�'�4���!� �'�'���$�)���'�*�1� ���2�$�/�#����� �-�(�*�)�/�à�ï��

�-� �����'�'�.���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�à���2�#�*��� �)�/� �-� �����2�$�/�#�����)��� �4� ��

toward environmental law. “I had a vision of 

being a lawyer at a big environmental group 

The Seeds 
of a Save
The Seeds 
of a Save
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���*���/�#� �������.�0���'��� �4� �à���$�/�í�.���,�0�$�)�/� �.�.� �)�/�$���'����� �-�(�*�)�/���!�*�-� �.�/�ß�����#���/�í�.���'� �.�.���1�$�.�$���'� ��

along the ridges and wetlands here is a history that spans generations—

�!�-�*�(���/�$�(��� �-�$�)�"���/�*���¡�.�#�$�)�"�����)�����#�0�)�/�$�)�"�ø���.���2� �'�'�����.�������+�*�*�'���*�!�������-���*�)�à���.�*�(� ��

500,000 tonnes, stored in its trees and soil. All of this piqued the interest 

of the Northeast Wilderness Trust (NEWT)  when they learned that the 

longtime owner of the tract, the Meyer family, was exploring options to 

���#���)�"� ���/�#� ���'���)���í�.���0�.� �ß

�î�
�/�í�.���-�0�"�"� �������*�0�)�/�-�4���2�$�/�#���'�*�/�.���*�!���.�+� ���$���'���!� ���/�0�-� �.�à�ï���.���4�.�����)���-� �2����� �4� �-�à��

whose grandfather, Hugo Meyer, purchased the tract in the 1950s and 

�(���)���"� �����$�/�����.���/�$�(��� �-�'���)���ß���î���*�*�����0�-�4�����*�0�)�/���$�)���$�/�.� �'�!���$�.�������2�*�)���-�*�0�.��

���-� �����*�!���������&���*�0�)�/�-�4�à���2���/� �-�!���'�'�.�à���2�*�)��� �-�!�0�'���2�$�'���'�$�!� �à�����)�����-�$���"� �.�ß�����#� �-� �í�.������

�)�$��� ���-�$���"� ���'�$�)� �����'�*�)�"���/�#� ���/�*�+�à���'�*�/�.���*�!���#���-���2�*�*���à���.�*�(� ���$�)�����-� ���.���/�#���/���#���.�)�í�/��

��� � �)���/�*�0���#� ������� �����0�.� ���$�/�í�.���#���-�����/�*��������� �.�.�ß�����)��� ���4�*�0���"� �/���/�#� �-� �à���$�/����� ���*�(� �.��

�-�0�"�"� �����$�)���/� �-�(�.���*�!���!� � �'�$�)�"���'�$�&� ���4�*�0�í�-� ���$�)���/�#� ���(�$�����'� ���*�!���)�*�2�#� �-� �ß�ï

Over time, the family became interested in divesting from long-term 

timber holdings, and as they looked at options, including selling 

easements, they were approached by ���*�)���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�������í�­�­�������
���í�¬�´, 

���������í�.��� �3� ���0�/�$�1� �����$�-� ���/�*�-�ß�������������#��������� ���*�(� ���$�)�/� �-� �.�/� �����$�)���(���$�)�/���$�)�$�)�"��

the land as “forever wild,” a designation that would not only preserve its 

character but could impact climate resilience.

“Old and wild forests, on average, soak up more carbon on an annual 

�����.�$�.���/�#���)�������4�*�0�)�"�����)�����(���)���"� �����!�*�-� �.�/�à�ï���.���4�.���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�ß���î���#� �)���$�/��

comes to one of the greatest needs of human society right now, which is 

�¡�"�0�-�$�)�"���*�0�/���#�*�2���/�*����� ���'���2�$�/�#�����'�$�(���/� �����#���)�"� �����)�����-� ���0��� �������-���*�)���$�)���/�#� ��

���/�(�*�.�+�#� �-� �à���*�'�������)�����2�$�'�����!�*�-� �.�/�.�����-� ���1� �-�4���1���'�0�����'� �ß�����$�'�����!�*�-� �.�/�.�����-� �����(�*�)�"��

�/�#� ���(�*�.�/��� �¥� ���/�$�1� �����)�����.�����'�����'� ���)���/�0�-���'�����'�$�(���/� ���.�*�'�0�/�$�*�)�.�����/���*�0�-�����$�.�+�*�.���'�ß�ï

In the fall, the nearly 6,000 
acres that stretch east 
and west across Woodbury 
Mountain in Vermont’s 
Northeast Kingdom are 
a technicolor blanket of 
crimson, gold, and evergreen, 
at least from the air. Beneath 
that canopy are snake dens 
and beaver dams, saw-whet 
owls and black bears, as well 
as headwaters for both the 
Lamoille and Winooski Rivers.
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WETLANDS NORTH OF EAGLE LEDGE. JERRY MONKMAN/ECOPHOTOGRAPHY, 
newildernesstrust.org

SMALL STREAM. JERRY MONKMAN/ECOPHOTOGRAPHY, 
newildernesstrust.org

WOODBURY WILDERNESS, SOUTH OF SUMMIT. JERRY MONKMAN/
ECOPHOTOGRAPHY, newildernesstrust.org

�/�$�/�'� ���-� �.� ���-���#�ß���î��� �����*�������/�#�*�-�*�0�"�#���/�$�/�'� ���.� ���-���#���/�*���/�-�4���/�*��

understand the history of the property and make sure that 

�/�#� ���/�$�/�'� ���$�.�����'� ���)�à�ï���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5���.���4�.�à���.�*���/�#���/�����*�0�)�����-�4���'�$�)� �.�à��

easements, and prior or ongoing property-rights disputes 

are clear. 

�
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�/�#� �4����� �/�/� �-���0�)��� �-�.�/���)�����/�#� ���'�*�����'���-� ���*�-���.���*�¦��� �.�����)�����#�*�2��

they operate,” denotes Bent. “You have to go through a 

process, searching grantor and grantee all the way back at 

least 40 years, and you have to make a lot of discretionary 

determinations about the quality of the title.”

���.�������������-���$�.� �����(�*�)� �4�à���.� �'�'�$�)�"�������-���*�)�����-� ���$�/�.����� �����(� ��
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�*�¥�.� �/���/�#� �$�-�������-���*�)��� �(�$�.�.�$�*�)�.�����4���+�0�-���#���.�$�)�"�������-���*�)�����-� ���$�/�.�à��

which requires the underlying carbon bank—for lack of a 

better word, the forest—it requires the owner of the forest 

�/�*�����*�1� �)���)�/�����)�������"�-� � �����)�����+�-�*�(�$�.� ���/�#���/���/�#� �4���2�*�)�í�/�����*��

certain things in that forest that would impact the amount 

���*�!�������-���*�)���*�¥�.� �/�������1���$�'�����'� �à�ï����� �)�/�����*�)�/�$�)�0� ���ß���î�
�/�í�.�����)��

incentive to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and basically 

monetizes good stewardship of the land.”

In the end, over 130 donors contributed to the purchase 

���0�-�$�)�"���/�#� ���'� �����0�+���/�*���/�#� ���.���'� ���$�)�����*�1� �(��� �-���®�¬�®�­�à�����)��������������

�+���-�/�)� �-� �����2�$�/�#���/�2�*���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�à���*�)� ��� �����#���$�)�����0� ��� �������)����

���/���#�à���/�#�-�*�0�"�#���$�/�.�����$�'���������-���*�)�J���+�-�*�"�-���(�ß���î�����-���*�)�����-� ���$�/�.��

are not going to solve climate change, but they are also 

providing necessary capital to do good conservation work. 

They truly helped this transaction work in generating a 

�.� �-�$�*�0�.�����(�*�0�)�/���*�!���$�)���*�(� �à�ï���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5���.���4�.�ß���î��� �í�-� ���/�-�4�$�)�"���/�*��

avoid the worst of climate chaos and help the biodiversity 

extinction crisis. Access to capital is important, and carbon 

markets are providing a place to do that. It was a real-world 

example of carbon credits being used to actually conserve 

wilderness.”

�
�)���'���/� ���®�¬�®�­�à���������������'�.�*���+�0�-���#���.� �������)�������%����� �)�/���±�¬�¬�������-� �., 

called the Eagle Ledge Addition, that was a puzzle 

piece of sorts linking parts of the original tract. In 

2022, NEWT added another 123 acres and, this year, 

plans to add another 160 acres. Besides a planned 

�#�$�&�$�)�"���/�-���$�'�à���/�#� ���'���)�����2�$�'�'����� ���'� �¤�����.���$�/���$�.�ß���î��� �í�-� ��

simply protecting the land, and then taking a step 

�������&�����)�������'�'�*�2�$�)�"���)���/�0�-� ���/�*�����$�-� ���/���/�#� ��� ���������)�����£�*�2��

�*�!���/�#���/���'���)���.�����+� �à�ï���.���4�.���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�ß���î���#� ���(�*�-� ���2� ��

learned, the more we felt it was aligned with our 

belief of what we felt was important not only for the 

land, but the whole region as far as conservation 

�*�!���2�$�'��� �-�)� �.�.�à�ï���.���4�.�����)���-� �2����� �4� �-�ß���î�
�/�í�.�������"�*�*����

model for the state to have pockets [of land] that are 

dedicated to wildlife and parts that are managed 

well. They balance each other.” 
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The owner of the forest [agrees 
and promises] that they 
�2�*�)�ô�/�����*����� �-�/���$�)���/�#�$�)�"�.���/�#���/��
would impact the amount of 
�����-���*�)���*�¢�.� �/�����1���$�'�����'� �æ���
�/�ô�.�����)��
incentive to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and basically 
monetizes good stewardship 
of the land.”

�¯�²�������������������������������������
�������
�������¯�²�������������������������������������
�������
������

introduced him to Andrew Meyer, who had 

��� � �)���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)���/�#� ���'���)���í�.���(���)���"� �(� �)�/���*�1� �-��

�/�#� ����� ������� �.�ß���î���0�/�/�$�)�"���'� �.�.���/�#���)���/�#� ���"�-�*�2�/�#��

�-���/� ���#��������� � �)�����	�0�"�*����� �4� �-�í�.�����+�#�$�'�*�.�*�+�#�4�à�ï��

��� �4� �-���.���4�.�ß���������0�+�4�$�)�"���+���-�/���*�!���2�#���/�í�.�������'�'� ����

�/�#� �����*�-��� �.�/� �-�ö�/�*�ö���$�)�"���*�(���'�$�)�&���"� �à���/�#� ���.�/�-�$�)�"��

of tracts also acted as a wildlife bridge of sorts, 

�+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"���+���.�.���"� ���!�*�-���!�*�3� �.�à����� � �-�à���¡�.�#� �-�à�����)����

dozens of other species as they moved around 

in response to development or changing 

���'�$�(���/� �ß���î�
�/�í�.����� � �)�������"�*�*�����+�'����� ���!�*�-���2�$�'���'�$�!� �à������

corridor from east to west.”

���#� ���!���(�$�'�4���2�*�-�&� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ���.�/���/� ���*�!����� �-�(�*�)�/��

���)�����/�#� ����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���)�������-�0�.�/���*�)���+�-�*�/� ���/�$�)�"��

neighboring land as a managed forest. “Good 

���*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)�à�����0�/���1� �-�4�����$�¥� �-� �)�/���/�#���)���2�#���/���2� ��

���*�à�ï���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5���.���4�.�ß�������������.�#���-� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� �(��

the “forever wild” conservation approach, 

along with its unique parameters and rules, 

eventually winning them over.

The scale of the sale was enormous, and meant 

raising at least $6.5 million, as well as intricate 

�����'�*�/���*�!�����$�¥� �-� �)�/���/�*�2�)�.���$�)����� �-�(�*�)�/�à���2�#�$���#���$�.��

one of the most interesting practice areas. 

I also represent conservation organizations 

and civic and community-minded individuals 

making positive changes and contributions to 

the state.”

��� �)�/�í�.���2�*�-�&���/�*�0���#� �.���*�)���5�*�)�$�)�"�à���#�*�0�.�$�)�"�à�����)����

permitting, as well as assisting with real-estate 

�/�-���)�.�����/�$�*�)�.�ß�����*�-�����������í�.���.�*�(� �/�$�(� �.�����*�(�+�'� �3��

conservation projects, she became integral 

to the due diligence process. “I document for 

[Jon], I do the paperwork, I assist with the due 

���$�'�$�"� �)��� �à�����0�/���#� �í�.���/�#� ���*�)� ���*�0�/���/�#� �-� �����*�(�$�)�"��

up with these amazing plans and executing 

them,” she says.

���#� �)���/�#� ����� �4� �-���!���(�$�'�4���¡�-�.�/���+�0�/���*�0�/���!� � �'� �-�.���!�*�-��

�#�*�2���/�*�����*�)�.� �-�1� ���/�#� ���/�-�����/�����-�*�0�)�������*�*�����0�-�4��

���*�0�)�/���$�)�à���������*�'�'� ���"�0� ���*�!���
� �$���*�2�$�/�5�í�.��

easements can involve a lot of moving parts. 

�î��� ���)� � �����/�*����� �����2���-� ���*�!���/���3���'���2�.�������-�*�.�.���.�$�3��

states, and we have to have attorneys in every 

one of our states, or barred in multiple states, 

to represent us,” he says.

Bent, who grew up in the Northeast Kingdom 

���.���/�#� �������0�"�#�/� �-���*�!���/�2�*����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'��

�"�-�����0���/� �.�à���#�����)�í�/���)� ��� �.�.���-�$�'�4�����*�)�.�$��� �-� ����

environmental law and conservation as part 

of her career plan. “I never took a single 

� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���'���2�����*�0�-�.� �����/����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2��

School,” she says. “Instead, I thought I was 

going to be more of a general practice person—

maybe have a practice of civil and family and 

criminal. That [plan] really evolved organically.”

���¤� �-���.�#� ���"�-�����0���/� �����$�)���®�¬�­�­�à���.�#� ���2�*�-�&� �������.������

judicial clerk in the appellate court in Albany, 

���ß���ß�à����� �!�*�-� ���%�*�$�)�$�)�"���/�#� ���¡�-�(���*�!�����*�*�'�(�$�)�"�/�*�)�à��

�����(�+��� �'�'�à����� �)�/���ª�����/���.�)�4���$�)�������)���#� �.�/� �-����� �)�/� �-��

in 2013. “I have the luxury here to work on 

what I genuinely want to be working on, and to 

evolve my specialties,” Bent says. “I represent 

Anatomy of a
Land Deal
Anatomy of a
Land Deal

    CALL  of the WILD



���
�����������®�¬�®�°�������������������������������������¯�µ�¯�´�������������������������������������
�������
������

A Gallery of VLGS Alumni

CATALYSTS for  
CHANGE 

“Performing the 

externship was hands 

down the most valuable 

experience I had while 

at VLGS. Being able to 

work directly with 

alumni gave me great 

perspective on the 

value of my education.”

�Ó�����$�'�'�$���(�����/�*���&� �-�������������
���í�®�­

“My externship was essential.  

It was more than just an 

experience I could include on 

my resume. My supervising judge 

cared about me as a person and 

continues to provide mentorship 

to me now. The exposure to a wide 

range of people and areas of law 

improved my understanding of 

�2�#���/�í�.���-� �,�0�$�-� �����*�!���(� �����.��

an attorney.” 

�Ó�����#�$���)�)�����	���-�/�������í�®�®

      

Vermont Law and Graduate School thanks all of our dedicated 

alumni externship supervisors during the 2021–2022 academic 

year. We greatly appreciate your time and commitment to our  

students and our program.

If you, or any individuals in your network, are interested in   

hosting a VLGS externship student in the future, please email   

JDexternships@vermontlaw.edu.

WITH THANKS FROM THE JD EXTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Steven Brown JD’05
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Honorable William D. Cohen JD’84

Honorable Harold E. Eaton, Jr. JD’80

Tim Fair JD’12
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Alexander Funk JD’13

Margaret Galka JD’18

Priya Gandbhir JD’12/LLM’13
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Adam Hescock JD’07

Zachary Hozid JD’17

Justin Kolber LLM’07

Jon Leibowitz JD’11/MELP’08

Jordana Levine JD’04

Honorable Margaret Mangan JD’86

Brian R. Marsicovetere JD’99

Robert McDougall JD/MSEL’02

David Mears JD/MSL’91

Josh Nicosia JD/MSEL’04

Mark Sciarrotta JD’96

Dan Sedon JD’93

Tracy Shriver JD’95

James Simpson JD’99

Amelia Singh JD’18

Ian C. Sullivan JD’13

Mike Tarrant JD’12

Breanna Weaver JD/MELP’17

Kirk Williams JD/MSL’95

John Zaikowski JD/MSEL’02
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Nearly four years ago on his birthday, Ed 
��� �����'� ���2���.�������*�0�/���/�*���'� ���1� ���!�*�-�������.�&�$���1�������/�$�*�)��
�2�$�/�#���#�$�.���#�0�.�����)���à���2�#� �)���/�#� �)����� ���ß�������1�$����
Bernhardt of the United States Department of 
�/�#� ���
�)�/� �-�$�*�-���þ�����
�ÿ�������'�'� �����#�$�(���$�)�/�*���#�$�.���*�¦��� �ß

��� �����'� ���#�������.�+� �)�/���.� �1� �)���4� ���-�.�����.�������.�/���¥�����/�/�*�-�)� �4��
�$�)���/�#� �����ß���ß�����-�(�4�����0���"� �������1�*�����/� ����� �)� �-���'�.�í��
���*�-�+�.�â���.�$�3���4� ���-�.�����.�������.�/���¥�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���2�$�/�#�������
�í�.��
�'� �"���'���*�¦��� �â�����)�����.� �1� �)�/� � �)���4� ���-�.���'� �����$�)�"�������
�í�.��
�'� �"���'���*�¦��� ���$�)���/�#�-� � �����$�¥� �-� �)�/���+�*�.�$�/�$�*�)�.�à���.� �-�1�$�)�"��
at the pleasure of the secretary. Upon entering 
��� �-�)�#���-���/�í�.���*�¦��� ���/�#���/�������4�à����� �����'� ���2���.���"�-� � �/� ����
�2�$�/�#�������(���%�*�-���*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�4�ø���)���*�¥� �-���/�*����� ���*�(� ��
the superintendent of  Grand Canyon National 
�����-�&��in Arizona. 

���$�/�#���#�$�.���#�0�.�����)���í�.�����'� �.�.�$�)�"�à����� �����'� ���.���$�����4� �.�à��
���)�����.�*�*�)����� �"���)���*�1� �-�.� � �$�)�"���*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���(�*�.�/��
important and iconic places in the world. 
���-�*�(���.�/���¦�)�"���/�*�����-�$�)�&�$�)�"���2���/� �-���/�*���2�$�'���¡�-� ��
management to trail maintenance, and so 
�(�0���#���(�*�-� �à����� �����'� ���*�1� �-�.� � �.���/�#� ���+�-�*�"�-���(�.��
�/�#���/���/�*�0���#���/�#� ���±�Æ���(�$�'�'�$�*�)���+� �*�+�'� ���2�#�*���1�$�.�$�/���/�#� ��
park annually.

�î���#� ���¡�-�.�/���/�$�(� ���
���1�$�.�$�/� �����/�#� �����-���)���������)�4�*�)�����.������
tourist in 1994 and walked up to the rim to see 
the canyon, I had one of those experiences that 
�(���)�4���*�!���*�0�-���1�$�.�$�/�*�-�.���#���1� �à�ï����� �����'� ���-� �����'�'� ���ß��
�î�
���2���.���*�1� �-�2�#� �'�(� �������4���/�#� ����� ���0�/�4�����)�����/�#� ��
grandeur. I had a random thought that it would 
��� ���-� ���'�'�4���"�-� ���/���/�*���'�$�1� �����)�����2�*�-�&�����/���/�#� �����-���)����
�����)�4�*�)����� �����0�.� ���$�/�í�.���.�0���#�������.�+� ���$���'���+�'����� �ß�����)����
�/�#� �)���®�²���4� ���-�.���'���/� �-�à���
���"�*�/���/�#� �������'�'�ß�ï��

���#�-�*�0�"�#���/�#� ���+���-�&�à����� �����'� ���$�.�����*�(�(�$�/�/� �����/�*��
making change in two key areas: climate 
change and in respect to Indigenous people.

On the climate side, Sec. of the Department 
�*�!���/�#� ���
�)�/� �-�$�*�-����� �����	�����'���)�������+�+�*�$�)�/� ������� �����'� ��
���.���/�#� �������/�$�*�)���'�������-�&����� �-�1�$��� �í�.���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/���/�$�1� ��
�*�)���/�#� �����-���)���������)�4�*�)���������+�/�$�1� �������)���"� �(� �)�/��
Work Group, which is addressing the water use 
�$�.�.�0� �.���$�)���/�#� �����*�'�*�-�����*�����$�1� �-�������.�$�)�����4���(���&�$�)�"��

recommendations to the secretary about the 
�/�$�(�$�)�"�����)�����1�*�'�0�(� �.���*�!�����$�.���#���-�"� �.���!�-�*�(���/�#� ��
�����(�ß���
���&� �.�����*�2� �'�'�����)������� �������#���1� �����-�*�+�+� ����
to historic lows, and the working group is 
���/�/� �(�+�/�$�)�"���/�*���#� �'�+���/�#� ���.� ���-� �/���-�4���(���&� �����$�¦���0�'�/��
decisions regarding competing interests for 
water uses such as drinking water, agricultural, 
�#�4���-�*�+�*�2� �-�à�����)����� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���+�-�*�/� ���/�$�*�)�ß

�î�
�í�1� ����� � �)���"�$�1� �)�����)���*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�4���/�*�������1�*�����/� ���!�*�-��
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���$�)�/� �-� �.�/�.���$�)���/�#� �����*�'�*�-�����*�����$�1� �-��
�����.�$�)�à�ï����� �����'� ���.���$���ß���î���.���
���0�.� ���/�#���/���*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�4��������
�/�*���¡�)�����.�*�'�0�/�$�*�)�.�à���$�/�í�.���$�(�+�*�-�/���)�/���/�*����� �/� �-�(�$�)� ��
�#�*�2���/�*���.�/�-�$�&� �����������'���)��� ���!�*�-���/�#� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/��
with other real and meaningful uses of water 
in the basin. I am leaning into the tradition 
�*�!�����*�(�+�-�*�(�$�.� ���$�)���/�#�$�.�������1�$�.�*�-�4���+�-�*��� �.�.�����)����
speaking to the better angels that we all can, 
���)�����(�0�.�/�à�����-�$�)�"���/�*���/�#� �.� �����$�¦���0�'�/����� ���$�.�$�*�)�.���/�#���/��
�2� ���#���1� ���/�*���(���&� �����.�������-� �.�0�'�/���*�!�����#���)�"� �.���/�*���/�#� ��
���'�$�(���/� ���/�#���/�����-� ���$�(�+�����/�$�)�"���/�#� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���$�)��
�2�#�$���#���2� ���'�$�1� �ß�ï

�
�)���-� �"���-�����/�*���
�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���+� �*�+�'� �à����� �����'� ���+�*�$�)�/�.��
out that the Grand Canyon and surrounding 
lands were home to 11 tribes of people 
from time immemorial. When the federal 
�"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/����� ���$��� �����/�#� ���"� �*�"�-���+�#�$�����'�����-� ����
would become a national park, they did not 
�.� � �&���/�#� ���
�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���+� �*�+�'� �í�.�����*�)�.� �)�/�à�����)�����/�#� �4��
�+�#�4�.�$�����'�'�4���(�*�1� �����(���)�4���*�!���/�#� �(���*�0�/���*�!���/�#� ��
park—some as far away as New Mexico. For 
the next 100 years, he said, the National Park 
��� �-�1�$��� ���(���)���"� �����/�#� ���+���-�&���$�)�������2���4���/�#���/���#���.��
�����/�$�1� �'�4�����)�����+���.�.�$�1� �'�4���&� �+�/���
�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���+� �*�+�'� ��
out of the park, “in a way that made them 
�0�)�2� �'���*�(� ���$�)���2�#���/���$�.��� �.�.� �)�/�$���'�'�4���/�#� �$�-���#�*�(� �ß�ï
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�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���+� �*�+�'� ���#���1� ���������*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)���/�*���/�#� ��
���-���)���������)�4�*�)���/�#���/���$�.���(�*�-� ���/�#���)���#�$�.�/�*�-�$���à���$�/�í�.��
�.�+�$�-�$�/�0���'�����)�������0�'�/�0�-���'�à�ï����� �����'� ���.���$���ß

To begin addressing these wrongs, the park 
is changing its approach. With help from 
�/�#� ���)�*�)�+�-�*�¡�/ Grand Canyon Conservancy , 
�/�#� �4�í�1� ����� � �)��� �)�"���"�$�)�"���2�$�/�#�����)���$�)�/� �-�ö�/�-�$�����'��

�2�*�-�&�$�)�"���"�-�*�0�+�����*�(�+�*�.� �����*�!���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/���/�$�1� �.��
of the 11 tribes associated with the Grand 
�����)�4�*�)�ß�����.�������.�/���-�/�$�)�"���+�*�$�)�/�à���/�#� ���+���-�&���/�*�*�&���*�1� �-��
�����!�*�-�(� �-���/�*�0�-�$�.�/���*���.� �-�1���/�$�*�)���/�*�2� �-�à�����)�����2�$�/�#��
the inter-tribal working group, is turning it 
�$�)�/�*���/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���$�)�/� �-�ö�/�-�$�����'�����0�'�/�0�-���'���#� �-�$�/���"� ���.�$�/� ��
�$�)���/�#� ���)���/�$�*�)���'���+���-�&�ß�������#�$�.���.�+����� ���2�$�'�'���+�-�*�1�$��� ��
opportunities for Indigenous people to sell 
���-���¤�.�����)�������-�/�à�����)�����/�*���.�#���-� ���/�#� �$�-���#�$�.�/�*�-�4�����)����
���0�'�/�0�-� ���2�$�/�#���+���-�&���1�$�.�$�/�*�-�.���/�#�-�*�0�"�#���¡�-�.�/�ö�+� �-�.�*�)��
�$�)�/� �-�+�-� �/�$�1� ���+�-�*�"�-���(�$�)�"�ß���
�/��will also allow 
�/�#� ���+���-�&���/�*��� �)���*�0�-���"� ���$�/�.���1�$�.�$�/�*�-�.���/�*���1�$�.�$�/��
tribal lands near the park to further promote 
� ���*�)�*�(�$������� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/�ß�������'�'� �����/�#� ����� �.� �-�/�����$� �2��
�����/���#�����*�2� �-�à���$�/���$�.���'�*�����/� �����)� ���-���/�#� ���+���-�&�í�.��� ���.�/��
entrance.

�î��� �í�-� ���!�*���0�.� �����*�)���#�*�2���2� �������)���-� � �)�"���"� ���2�$�/�#��
�
�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.���+� �*�+�'� �����.���2� ���(���)���"� ���/�#� ���+���-�&�à�ï��
��� �����'� ���.���$���ß���î���-���)�&�'�4�à���$�/���/�*�*�&���4� ���-�.���!�*�-���/�#� ��
park to build trust with Indigenous leaders...
because of how we managed the park for 
100 years. But we were able to rebuild trust 
�*�1� �-���/�$�(� �����4���'�$�.�/� �)�$�)�"���/�*�����)�����$�)���*�-�+�*�-���/�$�)�"��
ideas that Indigenous people brought to the 
��� �.� �-�/�����$� �2�����/�-���/� �"�$�������'���)�ß�ï�����.�����)��� �3���(�+�'� �à��
�/�-�$�����'���'� ����� �-�.����� �1� �'�*�+� ���������/�#� �(� �ø�î��� �����-� ���.�/�$�'�'��
�#� �-� �ï�ø�!�*�-���/�#� ���.�/�-���/� �"�$�����+�'���)�ß�����$�)��� ���(���)�4���+���-�&��
�1�$�.�$�/�*�-�.�����*�)�í�/���&�)�*�2���/�#� ���#�$�.�/�*�-�4���*�!���
�)���$�"� �)�*�0�.��
people and their connection to the land—that 
process is ongoing historically, spiritually, 
and culturally.

��� �����'� �����-� ���$�/�.���#�$�.���!���/�#� �-�à�������"� �)� �-���'���+�-�����/�$��� ��
�'���2�4� �-�à�����.�����)���$�)�.�+�$�-���/�$�*�)�ß���	� ���'�*�1� �����#� �'�+�$�)�"��
people so much that he would represent them 
�-� �"���-���'� �.�.���*�!���/�#� �$�-�������$�'�$�/�4���/�*���+���4�ß�����#� �)����� �����'� ��
���-�-�$�1� �������/����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'�à���#� ���.�+� �)�/������
semester working at the clinic, assisting people 
�2�#�*���2� �-� ���.�/�-�0�"�"�'�$�)�"���/�*���+���4���-� �)�/�ß����� �����'� ���2���.��
drawn to the school because of its social 
�%�0�.�/�$��� ���!�*���0�.�ß
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Dr. Lalaina Rakotoson is the founder and board 
�1�$��� ���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/���*�!�����������"���.�����-�í�.����� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/��
���)�������)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2����� �)�/� �-���þ�����
���ÿ�à������
�+�0���'�$�����$�)�/� �-� �.�/��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���'���2���"�-�*�0�+��
�/�#���/���#���.���+�-�*�(�*�/� ����� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���%�0�.�/�$��� ��
for more than 25 years. Through her work, 
Rakotoson has helped stem some of the 
�)� �"���/�$�1� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���$�(�+�����/�.�����4�����#���)�"�$�)�"��
�/�#� ���)���/�0�-���'���-� �.�*�0�-��� �.���"�*�1� �-�)���)��� ���+�*�'�$���4���$�)��
Madagascar for the better.

Rakotoson, a Fulbright scholar, founded DELC 
�$�)���­�µ�µ�²�����¤� �-����� �$�)�"���$�)�.�+�$�-� �������4����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2��
�����#�*�*�'�í�.�ø�)�*�2����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�����)�������-�����0���/� ��
�����#�*�*�'�í�.�ø�1� �-�4���*�2�)�����)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2����� �)�/� �-��
���)�������)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2�����'�$�)�$���ß�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)��
created DELC within the law school at the 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$���)���-���)�/�.�*�������)�����2���.���/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���/�*��
bring this concept to Madagascar. Today, there 
are three clinics, and Rakotoson and her team 
are working to introduce a mobile clinic as 
well.

“I am glad I could bring back something for my 
���*�0�)�/�-�4�à�ï�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)���.���$���ß���î�
�)���­�µ�µ�µ�à���%�*�$�)�/�'�4���2�$�/�#��
another returning Malagasy lawyer who went 
�/�*�����
�������¤� �-���(� �à���������*�)�!� �-� �)��� ���2���.���*�-�"���)�$�5� ����
�/�*��� �1���'�0���/� ���/�#� ��� �¥� ���/�$�1� �)� �.�.���*�!��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
law in Madagascar. It was sponsored by 
�/�#� �������/�$�*�)���'�����¦��� ���!�*�-���/�#� �����)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/�à��
�/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$���)���-���)�/�.�*���à�����)���������
���ß��
The United States Agency for International 
��� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/���2���.�����'�.�*�������'� ���/�*���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�#� ��
�/�-���1� �'���*�!���/�2�*�����
�����+�-�*�!� �.�.�*�-�.�ø�����1�$�������$�-� �.�/�*�)� ��
���)���������-�$�)�����#� �'���*�)�ø�/�*�����/�/� �)�����/�#� �����*�)�!� �-� �)��� �ß�ï

���#� ���.� ���*�)����� ���$�/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#���/��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
law conference was held in 2022—analyzing 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���%�0�.�/�$��� ���$�)�����������"���.�����-�ø�2�#� �)��
Rakotoson was the policy specialist for the 
�������
�������)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���+�-�*�"�-���(���	���4�������*�ß�����#� ��

�2���.���.�*�'�$���$�/� �������4���������/�����������"���.�����-���/�*���.� �-�1� ���$�)��
this role between 2018 and 2022.

Rakotoson said her experience at VLS 
inspired another student, ���$���)� ���	� �)�&� �'�.��
�����í�µ�³���������
�í�µ�,́ to spend eight months in 
���������"���.�����-�í�.�������)�*�(���!���)���������/�$�*�)���'�������-�&�����)����
���/���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$���)���-���)�/�.�*���à���'� ���-�)�$�)�"��
�����*�0�/�������'���"���.�4��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���'���2�ß��

���#�-�*�0�"�#�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)�í�.���.�/� �����!���.�/�����*�(�(�$�/�(� �)�/���/�*��
�/�#� �������0�.� �à�������
�����#���.�����*�)�/�$�)�0� �����/�*���"�-�*�2���*�1� �-��
�/�#� ���4� ���-�.�ß�����#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)���-� ��� �$�1� �����$�/�.���¡�-�.�/��
grant in 2008 from the MacArthur Foundation  
�/�*���.�0�+�+�*�-�/���/�#� ��� �3�+���)�.�$�*�)���*�!���$�/�.��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
�%�0�.�/�$��� ���2�*�-�&���/�#�-�*�0�"�#�*�0�/�����������"���.�����-�ß��
Rakotoson secured the grant while completing 
her doctoral program in California, and she 
���#�*�.� �����
�����/�*����� ���/�#� �����ß���ß���¡�.�����'���(���)���"� �-���!�*�-���/�#� ��
grant through its three-year term.
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�����%�*�$�)� �� The Access Initiative —a 
�"�'�*�����'���)� �/�2�*�-�&���*�!���(�*�-� ���/�#���)���¯�¬�¬�����$�1�$�'���.�*���$� �/�4��
organizations and more than 50 countries 
from all continents focused on promoting 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'����� �(�*���-�����4�ø���)�����$�/�����0�-�-� �)�/�'�4��
�.� �-�1� �.�����.�����������"���.�����-�í�.���'� �������*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)��
within the network. Additionally, DELC is 
���������"���.�����-�í�.���)���/�$�*�)���'�����#���+�/� �-���!�*�-���/�#�  �����)�ö
African Climate Justice Alliance , a consortium 
dedicated to addressing climate and 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'�����#���'�'� �)�"� �.�ß

Rakotoson has further strengthened her 
international relationships by sitting on the 
�����.�/�����!�-�$���������*���-�����*�!�������1�$�.�*�-�.���!�*�-���/�#�  Global 
Greengrants Fund , where she has represented 
Madagascar since 2016. Along with 24 other 
�$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'���'� ����� �-�.�à���/�#� �����*���-�����*�¥� �-�.���"�-���)�/�.��
for community organizations in Madagascar, 
�����)�5���)�$���à�����"���)�����à����� �)�4���à�����)�������/�#�$�*�+�$�����/�*��

�������-� �.�.��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���%�0�.�/�$��� ���$�.�.�0� �.�ß���
�)�������-���#��
�®�¬�®�°�à�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)���#�*�.�/� �����/�#� �����*���-���í�.�����)�)�0���'��
meeting in Madagascar for the second time.

��� �£� ���/�$�)�"���*�)���#� �-�������-� � �-�à�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)���$�.��
incredibly grateful for the many opportunities 
she gained through her VLS experience, 
including the ability to earn a full-tuition 
scholarship. She excelled in her coursework, 
absorbing as much information as she could. 
�
�)�������&�/�*�.�*�)�í�.���¡�-�.�/���.� �(� �.�/� �-���*�)�������(�+�0�.�à���.�#� ��
�-� ��� �$�1� �����/�#� �����
�������3��� �'�'� �)��� �����2���-�����!�*�-���#� �-��
�2�*�-�&���$�)���#� �-��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��� �/�#�$���.�����'���.�.�ß
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���4�����-�*�!� �.�.�*�-�������1�$�������$�-� �.�/�*�)� �à�ï�������&�*�/�*�.�*�)��
said. “Professor Firestone published a book 
�/�$�/�'� ���à���ì���)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2���!�*�-�����*�)�ö�
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���-� �(� �(��� �-�����)�4���/�$�(� ���#� ���¡�)�$�.�#� �����-� �����$�)�"��
an excerpt from the book, he would always 
�.���4�à���ì���#���/�����*� �.���$�/���(� ���)���$�)�����)�"�'�$�.�#�ä�ç�í�����*�-���(� �à��
learning in English as my third language is 
one thing, and speaking legalese as a fourth 
�'���)�"�0���"� ���$�.�����)�*�/�#� �-���/�#�$�)�"�ä�ï

Rakotoson looks forward to continuing to 
deepen the connection with Vermont Law and 
Graduate School—perhaps through establishing 
a research partnership and exchange on 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���%�0�.�/�$��� ���$�)�����������"���.�����-�ß���î�
�/�í�.��
exciting to think about exploring opportunities 
�/�*��� �3�/� �)�������
�����í�.�����*�'�'�����*�-���/�$�*�)���2�$�/�#�������
���à�ï��
she shared.
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���.�������+� �-�.�*�)���'���$�)�%�0�-�4�����/�/�*�-�)� �4�à Ricky Armand has 
the opportunity to help clients through some of 
�/�#� ���(�*�.�/�����#���'�'� �)�"�$�)�"���/�$�(� �.���$�)���/�#� �$�-���'�$�1� �.�ß�����)����
when resolution leads to a monetary settlement, it 
can be one of the most life-changing moments in 
�#�$�.�����'�$� �)�/�.�í���'�$�1� �.�ß
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Armand works for Kelley | Uustal , a nationally 
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and wrongful deaths. One of the things he 
likes about this area of practice is that anyone 
�����)�����¥�*�-�����/�*���#�$�-� ���#�$�(�à����� �����0�.� ���$�/�í�.�������.� �����*�)������
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percentage if the client wins. In many other areas 
of law, clients must come up with a retainer to 
begin the process, which can make representation 
out of reach.
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a family where a woman was killed by her 
ex-partner, and the father of her two sons. The 
mother of the woman—the grandmother to the 
���#�$�'���-� �)�ø���-�-�$�1� �������/���/�#� ���2�*�(���)�í�.�����+���-�/�(� �)�/��
complex to pick her up one morning for work. 
When she did not come down to the car, the 
mother went to the door. There, she saw the ex 
holding a gun, and she screamed, but the man 
still shot and killed her daughter right in front of 
�#� �-�ß���	� ���/�#� �)�������(� �����¤� �-���#� �-�à�����0�/���.�#� ���2���.�������'� ���/�*��
run and escape. The perpetrator is spending life in 
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The grandmother and grandfather took in the 
grandchildren, and worked with Armand to sue 
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process, Armand learned the complex was 
�.�0�+�+�*�.� �����/�*���#���1� �������.� ���0�-�$�/�4���*�¦��� �-���*�)�����0�/�4�à�����0�/��
they had called out sick that day and there was no 
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defense—but he and his team successfully 
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The case personally resonated with Armand 
as well.

“I remember the Sunday before mediation was 
�����/�#� �-�í�.�������4�à�ï�����-�(���)�����.���$���ß���î�
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fell asleep, I started to get a little emotional, I was 
holding them tight. The young boys in the case 
lost both of their parents. Their father killed their 
�(�*�/�#� �-�ß�ï
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important to speak to young people of color to 
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that to be successful I had to go into music, sports, 
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wants young people who look like him to know 
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Armand credits ���$��� �����-� �.�$��� �)�/�����#�$�-�'� �4����� �¥� �-�.�*�)��
�����í�´�², who is a Black woman, as the reason he 
found Vermont Law School, now Vermont Law 
and Graduate School. He met her at a law school 
fair in Houston, Texas, and said her warm, 
�(�*�/�#� �-�'�4���1�$��� ���(����� ���#�$�(���!� � �'���2� �'���*�(� ���ß���î���#� �í�.������
�¡�"�#�/� �-�����)�������'�2���4�.���/�-�$� �.���/�*���+�-�*�/� ���/���#� �-���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�à�ï��
he said. 

More than a decade later, Armand is still paying 
it forward by mentoring and supporting the next 
generation of lawyers of color.

Ricky  
Armand  

JD’12 

���
�����������®�¬�®�°�������������������������������������°�¯

���¤� �-���"�-�����0���/�$�)�"���!�-�*�(����� �-�(�*�)�/ Law School, 
Patricia Whalen worked for Legal Aid, 
where she assisted low-income Vermonters 
�2�$�/�#�����*�(� �.�/�$�����1�$�*�'� �)��� ���$�.�.�0� �.�����)�����$�.�.�0� �.��
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�$�)�/� �-�)���/�$�*�)���'���%�0���"� �à���2�#�*���2�*�-�&�.���!�-�*�(���#� �-���#�*�(� ��
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International Association of Women Judges 
(IAWJ) �ß�����#� ���$�.���#� �'�+�$�)�"�����!�"�#���)���2�*�(� �)���%�0���"� �.��
who are Taliban targets escape Afghanistan 
and relocate to a place where they can rebuild 
a life.

While those two roles are separated by 
decades, time zones, and a hemisphere, 
Whalen can draw a direct throughline from 
�#� �-���2�*�-�&���#� �'�+�$�)�"�����$�.�����1���)�/���"� ������� �-�(�*�)�/� �-�.��
�/�*���#� �'�+�$�)�"���.�0�-�1�$�1�*�-�.���*�!���*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���2�*�-�'���í�.���(�*�.�/��
notorious regimes.
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more than 1,000 Afghans total—escape the 
Taliban and relocate outside of the country.

���*�(� �)���%�0���"� �.�����-� ���#�$�"�#���'� �1� �'���/���-�"� �/�.���!�*�-��
extremists. Not only are these women highly 
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terrorism cases. When the U.S. withdrew from 
Afghanistan in 2021, those on terrorism and 
other criminal charges escaped from prison 
���)�������-� ���.� � �&�$�)�"���-� �1� �)�"� �ß
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Basel. 
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legal training. 
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Women Leadership Institute of Vermont, 
Whalen and her colleagues brought 35 Afghan 
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women became prime terrorist targets. The 
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knew personally was assassinated. Initially, 
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safehouses, translators, and intelligence agents 
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“The time of promoting an independent 
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Whalen was appointed as a family court 
magistrate, and in this work, she remembered 
what her VLS professor Lowell Schechter had 

�.���$���á�����*�)�í�/���*�)�'�4���/�#�$�)�&�������*�0�/���/�#� �����*�(� �.�/�$����
�$�(�+�'�$�����/�$�*�)�.���*�!�����)���$�.�.�0� ���4�*�0�í�-� ���2�*�-�&�$�)�"���*�)�à��
think about how it works globally. Whalen 
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and through her connections there she was 
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maintenance  treaty. From there, she went to 
Bosnia and worked on the war crimes tribunal. 
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each other now doing unspeakable harm to 
each other.” 
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apparent. Her steadfast commitment to helping 
others has not gone unnoticed. Most recently, 
she was recognized with the American Bar 
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awarded the 2023 Bolch Prize for the Rule 
of Law ���$�)���-� ���*�"�)�$�/�$�*�)���*�!���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�í�.��
dedicated support of Afghan women judges. 
���#�-�*�0�"�#���#� �-���-�*�'� ���2�$�/�#���
�������à�����#���'� �)���2���.���$�)�1�$�/� ����
to the ceremony to accept the award.

�î���*�-�&�$�)�"���*�)���/�#�$�.���þ���!�"�#���)�ÿ���+�-�*�%� ���/���#���.����� � �)�����.��
basic as any humanitarian kind of relief,” she 
�.���$���ß���î���#� �.� �����-� ���+� �*�+�'� ���2�#�*���)� � �����#� �'�+�ß�����#� �4�í�-� ��
�*�0�-���!�-�$� �)���.�à���/�#� �4�í�-� ���*�0�-�����*�'�'� ���"�0� �.�à�����)�����
���!� � �'�����)��
�����0�/� ���-� �.�+�*�)�.�$���$�'�$�/�4�����.���2� �'�'�à���(�*�.�/�'�4���/�#���/���/�#� �4�í�-� ��
at risk now because of their belief in us...I feel 
�'�$�&� ���2� �í�1� ���������)���*�)� �����/�#� �(�ß�ï
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performance of the ecosystem and 
then identifying what strategies 
could be implemented to make the 
factory attain similar outcomes. 
That might mean incorporating 

a green roof, chopping up the parking lot and 
�+�'���)�/�$�)�"���"�-���.�.�à�����)�������1�*�$���$�)�"���"�-� � �)�#�*�0�.� ���"���.��
emissions on site. 

�����.�$�(�$�'���-�����+�+�-�*�����#���/�*���-� �"� �)� �-���/�$�1� ���"�*���'�.���2���.��
���'�.�*���0�.� �����/�*���.� �/���/���-�"� �/�.���!�*�-���
�)�/� �-�!����� �í�.���+�-�*���0���/�.�ß����
“We had worked for many years to get our 
carpet tile carbon footprints to zero, so the 
�)� �3�/���(�*�1� ���2���.���!�*�-���0�.���/�*���.� �/���"�*���'�.���!�*�-���+�-�*���0���/�.��
that would take us beyond zero, and to see if 
�2� �����*�0�'������� �.�$�"�)�����)�����(���)�0�!�����/�0�-� ���£�*�*�-�$�)�"��
�+�-�*���0���/�.���/�#���/���2� �-� �������-���*�)���)� �"���/�$�1� �ß�ï�����#� �.� ��
�����-���*�)���)� �"���/�$�1� ���+�-�*���0���/�.���2� �-� ���'���0�)���#� �����$�)��
�/�#� �����ß���ß���$�)���®�¬�®�­�����)�������-� ���)�*�2�����1���$�'�����'� ���"�'�*�����'�'�4�ß��
���*�-��� �����#���'� �1� �'���*�!���/�#� �����*�(�+���)�4�à���/�#� �4����� �¡�)� ����
adaptations, with the goal being the product 
stores more carbon than it emits.

��� � �5���)�í�.���2�*�-�&�����*�)�/�$�)�0� �.���/�*���"���$�)���2�$��� �.�+�-� ������
attention. She was featured in an award-
winning independent feature-length 
documentary, ���î��� �4�*�)������� �-�*�à�ï which tells the 
�.�/�*�-�4���*�!���
�)�/� �-�!����� �í�.���.�0�.�/���$�)�����$�'�$�/�4���,�0� �.�/�à�����)����
���)�����#� �-��� �¥�*�-�/�.���#���1� ����� � �)���+�-�*�¡�'� �����$�)��The New 
York Times Magazine as part of a carbontech 
�-� �1�*�'�0�/�$�*�)�ß
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�)����� �+�/� �(��� �-���®�¬�®�®�à�����¤� �-���­�´���4� ���-�.�����/���
�)�/� �-�!����� �à��
Meezan accepted a new role as chief 
�.�0�.�/���$�)�����$�'�$�/�4���*�¦��� �-�����/�����
�
�à�������+�-�*�!� �.�.�$�*�)���'��
�.� �-�1�$��� �.���¡�-�(���.�+� ���$���'�$�5�$�)�"���$�)���-� ���'��� �.�/���/� �����)����
�$�)�1� �.�/�(� �)�/���(���)���"� �(� �)�/�ß���î���#� ���.�����'� ���*�!�����
�
��
�2���.���-� ���'�'�4�����+�+� ���'�$�)�"�à�ï����� � �5���)���.�#���-� ���ß���î���$�/�#��
���)��� �.�/�$�(���/� �����¡�1� �����$�'�'�$�*�)���.�,�0���-� ���!� � �/���0�)��� �-��
management, and the number of opportunities 
�/�#���/��� �3�$�.�/���/�*���$�)�£�0� �)��� ���2�#���/�����'�$� �)�/�.�����-� �����*�$�)�"���/�*��
��� �����-���*�)�$�5� �����)�����.�*�'�1� ��� �(�$�.�.�$�*�)�.���-� ���0���/�$�*�)�.���/�*��
�.�/�����$�'�$�5� ���/�#� �����'�$�(���/� �ø�$�/���!� �'�/���'�$�&� �������)���/�0�-���'���¡�/�ß�ï
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�
�����(���$�/�$�*�0�.�'�4���.�/� �+�+� �����*�0�/���/�*����� ���*�(� ���/�#� ��
�¡�-�.�/���$�)���/�#� ���$�)���0�.�/�-�4�à�����)�����*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���!� �2��
companies globally, to set a net-zero science-
�����.� �����/���-�"� �/�ß�����#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�����$�(�.���/�*�������#�$� �1� ��
a 95 percent reduction of Scope 1, 2, and 3 
emissions by 2040, with an interim goal of 
�����#�$� �1�$�)�"���±�­���+� �-��� �)�/���*�!���/�#�*�.� ���-� ���0���/�$�*�)�.�����4��
2030. Through dedicated action plans, internal 
change management, stakeholder education, 
���)�������*�(�+�-� �#� �)�.�$�1� �������/�����(���)���"� �(� �)�/�à����� � �5���)��
���)�����/�#� �����
�
���/� ���(�����-� ���*�)���/�-�����&���/�*���-� �����#���/�#� �.� ��
���"�"�-� �.�.�$�1� ���/���-�"� �/�.�ß

���$�-�.�/���$�)���/�#� ���£�*�*�-�$�)�"���$�)���0�.�/�-�4�à�����)�����)�*�2���$�)���-� ���'��
� �.�/���/� �à����� � �5���)�í�.���2�*�-�&���$�.���#���1�$�)�"���-�$�+�+�'� ��� �¥� ���/�.��
as competitors and other companies set their 
�*�2�)���/���-�"� �/�.�ß���î���*�2���(�*�-� ���/�#���)��� �1� �-�à���2� ���.� � ���/�#� ��
�$�(�+�����/���.�0�.�/���$�)�����$�'�$�/�4��� �¥�*�-�/�.�����-� ���#���1�$�)�"�������-�*�.�.��
�$�)���0�.�/�-�$� �.�à���2�$�/�#���$�)�)�*�1���/�$�*�)�.�����-� ���/� �������/���*�)� ��
company being scaled across the industry, and 
�/�#���/���.�#�$�¤���&� � �+�.���(� ���-� ���'�'�4���*�+�/�$�(�$�.�/�$���������*�0�/���/�#� ��
�!�0�/�0�-� �ß�ï

Meezan credits Vermont Law for teaching her 
�/�#� ���.�&�$�'�'�.���)� ��� �.�.���-�4���/�*����� ���.�0����� �.�.�!�0�'�ß���î���1� �-�4��
�����4�à���
�í�(�������1�*�����/�$�)�"���!�*�-���2�#�4���$�/�í�.�������"�*�*�����$��� �����/�*��
�+�0�-�.�0� ���.�0�.�/���$�)�����$�'�$�/�4���$�)�����0�.�$�)� �.�.�à�ï���.�#� ���.���$���ß���î�
��
���(�������-� �+�-� �.� �)�/���/�$�1� ���!�*�-���/�#� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/�à�����)�����
��
�-� �'�4���*�)���/�#� ���&�)�*�2�'� ���"� �����)���������1�*�������4���.�&�$�'�'�.���/�#���/��
I learned at VLS to create a plan and put it into 
�����/�$�*�)�ß�ï

�	� �-���.�0����� �.�.���+�-�*�1� �.���/�#���/�����*�(�+���)�$� �.�à�����)�����)�*�/��
�%�0�.�/���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/���*�-�������1�*�������4���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.�à��
�����)���.�/� �+���0�+�����)�����'� �������/�#� ���2���4���*�)��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
progress.

�î�
���/�#�$�)�&���/�#���/���$�.���/�#� ���+�-�*�0��� �.�/���/�#�$�)�"�à�ï����� � �5���)��
stated. “I can say I basically led Interface to get 
to net-zero, and to not rest on their laurels, but 
�/�*����� ���'���-� ���/�#���/���/�#� �4�í�-� ���"�*�$�)�"��� �1� �)���!�0�-�/�#� �-�ß�����*�2�à��
�*�)���/�#�$�.���)� �2���%�*�0�-�)� �4���2�$�/�#�����
�
�à���
�í�(��� �3���$�/� �����/�*��
�*�1� �-���*�(� �����$�¥� �-� �)�/�����#���'�'� �)�"� �.�����)�������-� ���/� ����� � �+�à��
�$�(�+�����/�!�0�'�����#���)�"� �ß�ï

For many manufacturing companies, getting 
to net-zero greenhouse gas emissions is an 
���(���$�/�$�*�0�.���"�*���'�à���$�!���$�/���$�.��� �1� �)�������"�*���'�����/�����'�'�ß

���-�$�)����� � �5���)�à���!�*�-�(� �-���1�$��� ���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/�����)����
���#�$� �!���.�0�.�/���$�)�����$�'�$�/�4���*�¦��� �-�����/�����/�'���)�/���ö�����.� ����
�£�*�*�-�$�)�"���+�-�*���0��� �-���
�)�/� �-�!����� �à���#� �'�+� �����/�#� ��
���*�(�+���)�4�������#�$� �1� ���)� �/�ö�5� �-�*�à�����)�����/�*�*�&���/�#���/��� �1� �)��
�!�0�-�/�#� �-�ß�����#� ���'� �����/�#� �����*�(�+���)�4���/�*���.�#�$�¤���!�-�*�(��
a set of zero impact goals to embrace new 
corporate sustainability goals focused on being 
�-� �"� �)� �-���/�$�1� �ß�����#� �����$�"���!�*���0�.�à���.�#� ��� �3�+�'���$�)� ���à��
was decarbonizing manufacturing and raw 
materials, which is realized through engaging 
suppliers and employees across the business 
�1���'�0� �����#���$�)�à�����)�����(� ���.�0�-�$�)�"�����)�����-� �+�*�-�/�$�)�"��
against key goals and targets.

���$�/�#���.� �1� �)���!�����/�*�-�$� �.�����-�*�0�)�����/�#� ���"�'�*��� �à�����)�����¡�1� ��
focus areas (factories, people, raw material 
�.�0�+�+�'�4�����#���$�)�à���+�-�*���0���/�.�à�����)�������-�*����� �-���1���'�0� ��
���#���$�)�ÿ�à����� � �5���)���(���+�+� �����*�0�/�������-� �"� �)� �-���/�$�1� ��
future, sparking promise for the impact on 
the climate. Looking at factories is a good 
example of how this works in practice. Meezan 
and her team piloted an approach to setting 
�-� �"� �)� �-���/�$�1� ���"�*���'�.���!�*�-���!�����/�*�-�$� �.�����4���0�.�$�)�"��
� ���*�.�4�.�/� �(�.�����.�������(�*��� �'�ß�����#� �4���$��� �)�/�$�¡� �����#�$�"�#�ö
performing ecosystems near factories, such as 
a pine longleaf forest located close to their U.S. 
manufacturing site in LaGrange, Georgia, and 
measured its performance. 

If, for example, that forest stores 3,000 pounds 
of carbon per acre, this metric was used as 
������� �)���#�(���-�&���!�*�-���2�#���/���/�#� ���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�í�.��
�!�����$�'�$�/�$� �.���.�#�*�0�'������� �������'� ���/�*�����*�à�ï����� � �5���)���.���$���ß��
The next step was conducting a gap analysis 
�!�-�*�(���/�#� ���!�����/�*�-�4�í�.�����0�-�-� �)�/���+� �-�!�*�-�(���)��� ���/�*���/�#� ��

Sebastian 
Garcia

JD ’19 
Telecommunications, cyber policy , ���)����� �1� �)���.�+����� ��
�+�*�'�$���4���/�*�0���#���*�0�-���'�$�1� �.�������$�'�4�à���4� �/���!� �2���*�!���0�.���&�)�*�2���(�0���#��
about them. 

��� �����.�/�$���)�������-���$���à�����/�/�*�-�)� �4�������1�$�.�*�-���2�$�/�#���/�#� ����� ��� �-���'��
Communications Commission, has stepped up to 
��� ���*�(� �����)��� �3�+� �-�/���$�)���/�#� ���¡� �'���à���'� �)���$�)�"���#�$�.���&�)�*�2�'� ���"� ��
and research to help shape and inform federal 
telecommunications and space policy. Garcia is part 
�*�!���/�#� �����+� ���/�-�0�(�����*�'�$���4�����-���)���#���2�$�/�#�$�)���/�#� ���������í�.�����¦��� ��
of Engineering and Technology. 

�î���*�-�&�$�)�"���$�)���/�#� ���!� ��� �-���'���"�*�1� �-�)�(� �)�/�à�����*�)�/�-�$���0�/�$�)�"���/�*��
�(���%�*�-���-�0�'� �(���&�$�)�"�.�à�����)�����.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�)�"���+�-�$�*�-�$�/�$� �.���'�$�&� ���/�#� ��
lunar communications network allows me to broaden 
�(�4���#�*�-�$�5�*�)�����)�����(���&� �����)���$�(�+�����/���$�)�����)�����-� �����/�#���/�í�.���-� ���'�'�4��
�(� ���)�$�)�"�!�0�'�ß�ï�����#�$�'� ���#� ���.�/���-�/� �����#�$�.���-�*�'� ���2�$�/�#���/�#� �����������$�)��
��� �+�/� �(��� �-���®�¬�®�¯�à�������-���$�����$�.�)�í�/�������.�/�-���)�"� �-���/�*���)���1�$�"���/�$�)�"���/�#� ��
complexities of space, cyber, and telecommunications 
regulatory matters.

A former American Political Science Association-MCI 
Telecommunications Congressional Fellow, Garcia was a 
�(� �(��� �-���*�!���/�#� ���'� �"�$�.�'���/�$�1� ���.�/���¥���*�!����� �)���/�*�-����� �)�������4���
�0�%�è�)��
of New Mexico, working with the Communications, 
Media, and Broadband Subcommittee and the Space and 
Science Subcommittee, both of which are part of the 
Senate Commerce Committee.
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�.�+����� ���+�*�'�$���4�ø�)�*�/���*�)���������-�*�������.�����'� �à�����0�/���(�*�-� ���"�-���)�0�'���-�'�4�à�ï��
Garcia said. “Things like their budget, their Artemis 
�+�-�*�"�-���(���/�#���/�í�.���/���&�$�)�"���0�.���/�*���/�#� ���(�*�*�)�����)���������-�.�à��
���*�)���0���/�$�)�"���*�1� �-�.�$�"�#�/���*�!���/�#���/�����)����� �)�.�0�-�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� �4�í�-� ��
doing things in a manner that takes taxpayer dollars into 
�������*�0�)�/�ß�ß�ß���)����� �)�.�0�-�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� �4�í�-� �������$���$�)�"�����4���.���!� �/�4��
�+�-�$�)���$�+�'� �.�����)�����-� �.�+�*�)�.�$���$�'�$�/�4���+�-�$�)���$�+�'� �.�ß�ï
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to how the United States is getting to the moon and 

�����-�.���!�-�*�(�������+�*�'�$���4���'� �1� �'���$�.�������.�0�+� �-���$�)�/� �-� �.�/�$�)�"���/�#�$�)�"���/�*��
work on. Collaborating with constituents and NASA 
�*�¦���$���'�.�à�����*�)���0���/�$�)�"���*�1� �-�.�$�"�#�/���#� ���-�$�)�"�.���*�1� �-�����������à�����)����
asking questions about how all of this is being done is 
� �)�/�#�-���'�'�$�)�"�ß�ï

���#�$�'� ��� ���-�)�$�)�"���#�$�.�������à�������-���$�����.�/�0���$� ���������-�*�������$�)�����-� �)�/�*�à��
Italy, where he noticed a lot of issues that popped up were 
related to telecommunications and space. He realized 
�/�#���/���/�#� �����)�$�/� �������/���/� �.���2���.����� �#�$�)�����!�-�*�(�������'� �"�$�.�'���/�$�1� ��
�+� �-�.�+� ���/�$�1� �ß�������-���$�����/�#� �)���+���-�/�$���$�+���/� �����$�)�����)��� �3�/� �-�)�.�#�$�+��
�2�$�/�#����� �-�*�%� �/�����*���&� �/���4�)� �à�����)�����#� ���2� �)�/���*�)���/�*��� ���-�)�����)��
LLM in space, cyber, and telecommunications law at the 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����� ���-���.�&���ø�*�)� ���*�!���*�)�'�4���/�2�*���.�0���#���+�-�*�"�-���(�.��
in the country. He has also interned at NASA.

“Space, cyber, and telecommunications law and policy all 
�/�$� ���$�)�/�*���/�#�$�.�����-�*����� �-�����#���)�"� ���/�#���/���2� �í�-� ���2�$�/�)� �.�.�$�)�"���#���+�+� �)��
�-�$�"�#�/���)�*�2�ß�����'�'���/�#�-� � ���*�!���/�#� �(�����-� ���.�/�-���/� �"�$�����$�(�+� �-���/�$�1� �.��
for the U.S. to master if it wants to maintain its global 
�+�*�.�$�/�$�*�)�ß���	���1�$�)�"�����/�/�*�-�)� �4�.���2�#�*�������)�����*�)�¡��� �)�/�'�4���(�*�1� ��
among space, cyber, and telecommunications, knowing 
�/�#���/���/�#� �4�í�-� �����'�'�����*�)�)� ���/� �����$�)���.�*�(� ���2���4�à���$�.�����)���$�(�+�*�-�/���)�/��
���#���)�"� ���/�#���/�í�.���#���+�+� �)�$�)�"���$�)���/�#� ���'� �"���'�����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�ß����� �*�+�'� ��
are starting to recognize that these programs are going to 
��� ���"���(� �����#���)�"� �-�.�����.���2� ���(�*�1� ���!�*�-�2���-���ß�ï

���.���!�*�-���.�+����� ���/�-���1� �'�à�������-���$�����$�.�������.�*�'�0�/� �'�4���$�)�ß���î���)�4��
�+�*�.�.�$���$�'�$�/�4���*�-�����)�4�����#���)��� ���/�*���/�-���1� �'���/�*���.�+����� �à���
�í�'�'���/���&� ���$�/���!�*�-��
�.�0�-� �ß�ï
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A MESSAGE FROM THE VLGSAA

Dear friends,

Community �è�������.� �)�.� ���*�!�é���+���-�/�)� �-�.���2�$�/�#�$�)�é�������+�#�4�.�$�����'�'�4����� �¤�)� �������*�0�)�����-�4�é���/�#� ��
���*�0�)�/�'� �.�.���/�-���$�/�.���/�#���/����� �¤�)� �������"�-�*�0�+���*�!���+� �*�+�'� �æ��

�	�*�2� �1� �-���4�*�0����� �¡�)� ���*�-��� �)�%�*�4���������*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�à���/�#� ���1�$�/���'���-�*�'� ���$�/���+�'���4�.���$�)���*�)� �í�.��
�2� �'�'�ö��� �$�)�"�����)����� �3�$�.�/� �)��� ���$�.���0�)��� �)�$�����'� �ß�����/���*�0�-���(�*�.�/�������.�$�����'� �1� �'���*�!���)� � ���à��
we seek connections—to each other, to a cause, to the greater good, to a 
community. At Vermont Law and Graduate School (VLGS), we pride 
�*�0�-�.� �'�1� �.���*�)���/�#� ���+�#�$�'�*�.�*�+�#�4���*�!���'���2���!�*�-���/�#� �����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�����)�����/�#� ���2�*�-�'���à��
���)�����'�*�)�"���#���1� ���2� ���-� ���*�"�)�$�5� �������*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�����.���/�#� �����0�-�����'� ���!�*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�����)����
��� ���-�*���&���+�-�$�)���$�+�'� ���"�0�$���$�)�"���*�0�-����� �'�*�1� �����$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�ß��

���#�$�.���0�)�2���1� �-�$�)�"���/� �)� �/���#���.���/�-���)�.��� �)��� ������� ������� �.���*�!�����'���.�.� �.���2�#�*�.� ���.�/�0��� �)�/�.��
�#���1� ��� �)�%�*�4� �����/�#� �����
������� �3�+� �-�$� �)��� �ß����� �������-�-�4���/�#���/���(���)�/�-�����2�$�/�#���0�.���$�)�/�*�����'�'��
parts of the world and workforce, bettering our own communities in both 
large and small ways.

Our alumni community is almost 9,000 strong, with members working in 
�$�)�£�0� �)�/�$���'���-�*�'� �.���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����*�-�'�������$�'���'�$�!� �����0�)�����/�*���/�#� �����ß���ß����� �+���-�/�(� �)�/��
�*�!�����0�.�/�$��� �à�����)�����(���)�4�����(���5�$�)�"���*�-�"���)�$�5���/�$�*�)�.���$�)����� �/�2� � �)�ß�����
���������'�0�(�)�$��
�����1�*�����/� �.�����-� ���#���-�������/���2�*�-�&��� �1� �-�4�������4�à�����*�)�/�$�)�0�*�0�.�'�4���$�(�+�-�*�1�$�)�"���/�#� ���'�$�1� �.��
���)�����'�$�1� �'�$�#�*�*�����*�!�����*�0�)�/�'� �.�.���*�/�#� �-�.�ß��

Vermont Law and Graduate School is an institution with a remarkable 
�����$�'�$�/�4���/�*���!�*�.�/� �-�����)��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���/�#���/����� ������� �����¤� �-����� ������� �à�����'�(�*�.�/��
� �¥�*�-�/�'� �.�.�'�4�à�����-� ���/� �.���"� �)�0�$�)� �����*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�.�ß�����#�$�.���1���0�)�/� �����������*�(�+�'�$�.�#�(� �)�/��
�$�.��� �1� �)���(�*�-� ���$�(�+�-� �.�.�$�1� ���$�)���/�#�$�.����� �(���)���$�)�"�������4�����)�����þ���$�"�$�/���'�ÿ�����"� �ß����� �-�#���+�.��
���
�����í�.���(�*�.�/���(� ���)�$�)�"�!�0�'�������#�$� �1� �(� �)�/���$�.���*�0�-�����'�0�(�)�$�����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4�ø���'�'���/�#� ��
�0�)�$�,�0� ���$�)���$�1�$���0���'�.���2�#�*�����#�*�*�.� ���*�0�-�����-���1� �����)�����(�$�"�#�/�4���.���#�*�*�'���2�#�$���#���-� �.�$��� �.��
�$�)���������0���*�'�$������� �-�(�*�)�/���1���'�'� �4�à�����)�����2�#�*���"�-�����0���/� �����.���'� ���-�)� ���������1�*�����/� �.�à�����0�/��
also as better humans.

�
���-� ��� �)�/�'�4���#� ���-�����/�#� ���/� �-�(���î�!�-�$� �)���-���$�.�$�)�"�à�ï�����.���*�+�+�*�.� �����/�*�à���*�-���-� ���'�$�.�/�$�����'�'�4���0�.� ����
�$�)�����*�)�%�0�)���/�$�*�)���2�$�/�#�à���!�0�)���-���$�.�$�)�"�ß���
����� �'�$� �1� ���$�/���+� �-�!� ���/�'�4���$�)�/� �-�/�2�$�)� �.���2�$�/�#���*�0�-��
� �(�+�#���.�$�.���*�)���(� ���)�$�)�"�!�0�'���-� �'���/�$�*�)�.�#�$�+�.�ß�����#� �.� �����-� ���1� �-�4��� �3���$�/�$�)�"���/�$�(� �.�����/��
���
���������.���2� ��� �)�/� �-�����)�*�/�#� �-��� �-�����*�!��� ���0�����/�$�)�"���/�#� �������-�/�#�í�.�����#���)�"� �(���&� �-�.�����)����
�+�-� �+���-�$�)�"���*�0�-���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���/�*���(���&� ���������$�¥� �-� �)��� ���$�)�����'�'�����*�-�)� �-�.���*�!���/�#�$�.���2�*�-�'���ß��

�
���#�*�+� ���4�*�0�í�'�'�����*�)�.�$��� �-���%�*�$�)�$�)�"���/�#� �����'�0�(�)�$�����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���$�)���2�#�$���#� �1� �-��
way—maybe by attending an alumni webinar or hosting a regional 
� �1� �)�/�ø�-� �.�*�)���/� �.���(�*�.�/���2�$�/�#���4�*�0�����)�����4�*�0�-��� �3�+� �-�$� �)��� �ß����� ���'�*�*�&���!�*�-�2���-����
�/�*���4�*�0�-���$�)�1�*�'�1� �(� �)�/�ä

Gratefully,
��� �"�����0�)�.� �4�������í�¬�±
�
�(�(� ���$���/� �������.�/�����-� �.�$��� �)�/�����)�������0�-�-� �)�/����� �(��� �-
VLGS Alumni Association Board of Directors

���*���'� ���-�)���(�*�-� �������*�0�/���/�#� �����
���������ç���+�'� ���.�  click here �æ
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1976
Mark Portnoy
mhportnoy@gmail.com 

���¤� �-���°�²���4� ���-�.���$�)���+�-�$�1���/� ���+�-�����/�$��� �à��
�����-�4�������#���¥�������í�³�²���+�'���)�.���*�)���-� �/�$�-�$�)�"��
���0�/���#���.�)�í�/���+�0�'�'� �����/�#� ���+�'�0�"���4� �/�ß

1977
Thomas Donnellan
tomlaw333@gmail.com

���)���4�����*�.�.�*�1� �-�������í�³�³���2���.���#�*�)�*�-� ����
���4���/�#� ����� �2�����*�-�&�����/���/� �����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)��
�*�!�����-�$�(�$�)���'����� �!� �)�.� ���
���2�4� �-�.��
�þ�������������
�ÿ���2�$�/�#�������
�$�!� �/�$�(� ��
�����#�$� �1� �(� �)�/�����2���-�������/���$�/�.�����)�)�0���'��
���$�)�)� �-���*�)�������)�0���-�4���­�´�à���®�¬�®�°�ß���
�)��
�������$�/�$�*�)���/�*���#�$�.���*�0�/�.�/���)���$�)�"��
���-�$�(�$�)���'���+�-�����/�$��� �à�����.���'� �"�$�.�'���/�$�1� ��
���#���$�-���!�*�-���������������
�����)�����/�#� ��
��� �2�����*�-�&�����/���/� �������-�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)��
�þ�����������ÿ�à�����)���4���.�+� ���-�#� ����� ����
�.�0����� �.�.�!�0�'���'� �"�$�.�'���/�$�1� �������(�+���$�"�)�.��

�!�*�-�����*���&� �!� �'�'� �-�����-�0�"���
���2����� �!�*�-�(��
���)������� �2�����*�-�&�í�.���)� �2�����$�.���*�1� �-�4��
�
���2�.�ß���	� �����'�.�*���-� �+�-� �.� �)�/� �����!�*�-�(� �-��
��� �2�������'�/�5�������4�*�-�������.�*�)����� �.�/�à��
�2�#�*���2���.�����/���/�#� ���1���)�"�0���-�����*�!���/�#� ��
�.���(� �ö�.� �3���(���-�-�$���"� ���(�*�1� �(� �)�/�����4��
�+� �-�!�*�-�(�$�)�"���.���(� �ö�.� �3���(���-�-�$���"� �.��
�+�-�$�*�-���/�*���/�#� ���'���)���(���-�&�����0�+�-� �(� ��
���*�0�-�/����� ���$�.�$�*�)���*�! Obergefell v. Hodges 
�þ�®�¬�­�±�ÿ�ß�����)���4���-� ��� �)�/�'�4�����*�(�+�'� �/� ����
�#�$�.���/� �-�(�����.�����*�ö���#���$�-���*�!���/�#� ��
�����������í�.�������.�&�����*�-��� ���*�)���/�#� ��
���*��� �-�)�$�5���/�$�*�)���*�!�����-�$�(�$�)���'��
���-�����/�$��� �ß���	� ���-� �(���$�)�.�������(� �(��� �-��
�*�!���/�#� �����������������-�$�(�$�)���'�����0�.�/�$��� ��
��� ���/�$�*�)�����3� ���0�/�$�1� �����*�(�(�$�/�/� � ��
���)�����$�.���/�#� �����-�$�(�$�)���'���%�0�.�/�$��� �����#���$�-��
�*�!���/�#� ���)� �2�������)�)�����$�.���
���2����� ���/�$�*�)�ß

���$�'�'�������-�-�$�.�������í�³�³���-� �/�$�-� �����$�)���/�#� ��
�!���'�'���*�!���®�¬�­�³�ß���	� ����� �"���)���.�*�(� ���)� �2��
�����1� �)�/�0�-� �.�����)�������#���'�'� �)�"� �.�ß��
�
�)�$�/�$���'�'�4�à�����)�������0�-�$�)�"���/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'��
�4� ���-�à���$�)����� �2���	���1� �)�à�����*�)�)� ���/�$���0�/�à��
���$�'�'���/�0�/�*�-� �����.� ���*�)�������)�����/�#�$�-����
�"�-����� ���.�/�0��� �)�/�.���2�$�/�#���'� ���-�)�$�)�"��
��� �¡���$� �)���$� �.�ß���
�)���/�#� ���.�0�(�(� �-�.���*�!��
�®�¬�®�­�����)�����®�¬�®�®�à���#� ���1�*�'�0�)�/� � �-� �������/��
�������������(�+���/� �����#�$�)�"�����-���#� �-�4�à�������.�ö
�&� �/�����'�'�à�����)�����.�2�$�(�(�$�)�"�ß�����$�)��� ��
��� ���*�(�$�)�"���������'�*�-�$�������-� �.�$��� �)�/������
�!� �2���4� ���-�.�����"�*�����)�����-� �.�$���$�)�"���$�)��
���*�)�$�/�������+�-�$�)�"�.�à���#� ���#���.����� � �)���/�0�ö
�/�*�-�$�)�"�����0���/� �(���'���)�����)������� �3�$�����)��
�/�#�$�-�����"�-����� �-�.�ß����� �!�*�-� ���/�0�-�)�$�)�"���³�²��
�$�)�����0�'�4���®�¬�®�®�à���#� �����)�����#�$�.���2�$�!� �à���
�$�.���à��
�/�*�"� �/�#� �-���2�$�/�#���/�#� �$�-�����#�$�'���-� �)�à��
���#�$�'���-� �)�í�.���.�+�*�0�.� �.�à�����)�����.�$�3��
�"�-���)���&�$���.���/�-���1� �'� �����/�*�����-� � ��� �����)����
�/�#� �����-� � �&���$�.�'���)���.�ß�����#� �4���.�+� �)�/��
�)� ���-�'�4���/�#�-� � ���2� � �&�.��� �3�+�'�*�-�$�)�"��
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Robin Bren
rsbren@gmail.com 
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�/�#� �4�����-� ���������&���$�)����� �-�(�*�)�/�ß�����¤� �-��
�­�²���4� ���-�.���$�)���2�#���/���/�#� �4���#�������#�*�+� ����
�2�*�0�'������� ���/�#� �$�-���-� �/�$�-� �(� �)�/���#�*�(� ��
�*�)���/�#� �����'���-�&�����*�-�&�����$�1� �-�à���$�/���2���.��
�/�$�(� ���/�*���'� ���1� �����*�)�/���)���ß�������'�*�/���*�!��
�!�����/�*�-�.���+�'���4� �����$�)�à�����0�/���4�*�0���(�$�"�#�/��
�.���4���/�#� �4�����-� �����'�$�(���/� ���-� �!�0�"� � �.�ß��
���*�*���(���)�4���.�(�*�&� ���¡�'�'� �����.�0�(�(� �-�.�à��
�������/���"� ���
�
��� �1�����0���/�$�*�)���)�*�/�$��� �à��
���)�����/�*�*���(���)�4�������4�.���*�1� �-���­�¬�¬��
��� �"�-� � �.�ø�$�/���2���.���/�$�(� ���/�*���"�*�ß���	�$�.��
�2�$�!� �í�.���#� ���'�/�#�����)�������"�$�)�"���*�0�/���*�!���/�#� ��
�'�$�!� �.�/�4�'� ���/�#� �4���#�����������*�+�/� �����+�'���4� ����
�����-�*�'� �����.���2� �'�'�ß���	�*�0�.� ���.�#�*�+�+�$�)�"��
�!�-�*�(���®�à�¬�¬�¬���(�$�'� �.�����2���4�����0�-�$�)�"��
�/�#� ���.�0�(�(� �-���*�!���®�¬�®�­���2���.�����$�¦���0�'�/��
���)�����/�#� �4����� �-�/���$�)�'�4���#�������/�*���(���&� ��
�.�*�(� �����*�(�+�-�*�(�$�.� �.�ß�����¤� �-���/�2�*��
���/�/� �(�+�/�.���$�)�����*�)�/�+� �'�$� �-���!� �'�'�����+���-�/�à��
�/�#� �4��� �)��� �����0�+���$�)�����-���/�/�'� ���*�-�*�à�������!�.�$�9���+�/�3�3�/�6�%�2���*�$�W�D�D

Whether you were recently promoted, landed your dream job, got married, are retiring, 
or you have other exciting updates, we want to know! Share your news and photos with us 

by emailing  alumni@vermontlaw.edu  or by visiting  connect.vermontlaw.edu/alumni-news . 

Share your news with us!
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�(� �/���0�+���2�$�/�#�����'���.�.�(���/� �.��Martha 
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���*���$�)�����-� �)�������í�³�´�ß�����¤� �-���4� ���-�.�����.��
�������*�ö���#���$�-���*�!���¯�±�¬�����*�)�/���)���à�����*�#�)��
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Scott Cameron
jscameron@zclpc.com 
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�î��� ���+���/�#� �����$�)���à�ï�������(� ���*�0�/���*�)��
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���0�)���0�-�4�����-� �.�.�à���
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�����/�$�*�)�������1� �)�/�0�-� ���/�#�-�$�'�'� �-���$�)��
�2�#�$���#���/�#�-� � ���'���2�4� �-�.���.� �/���*�0�/���!�-�*�(��
�	�*�0�.�/�*�)���#� �����$�)�"���/�*�����$�)���$�)�)���/�$���$�)��
�����-� �)�/� �����
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���'�$�(���/� �����#���)�"� �ö�$�)���0��� �����#�0�-�-�$�����)� ��
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� ���-�)��

�(�*�-� �������*�0�/�����*� �'�����)�����#�$�.���2�*�-�&�����/��
joelburcat.com �ß��
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Tim McGrath
timbomcg@juno.com 
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Larr Kelly 
photolarr@verizon.net

���*�#�)�����#� �����������
�í�´�®���#���.����� � �)��
named ���/�*���/�#� ���®�¬�®�°���
���2���-���"�*�)��
���-� � �)���±�¬�¬�á���
� ����� �-�.���$�)��
���)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2�ß

1983
Martha Lyons
martha.lyons@broomecountyny.gov 
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�/�#���)���/�2�*����� ������� �.�à���#���.���-� �/�$�-� ����
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Chase Van Gorder
chase@vglaw.com
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���$�-� ���/�*�-���*�!�����0�-�����#�$�'���-� �)�í�.�����-�0�.�/�â��
���)�)� ���	� ���"� �.�������
�í�µ�¯ �à�����$�-� ���/�*�-���*�!��
�+�*�'�$���4�����)�����'� �"�$�.�'���/�$�1� �����¥���$�-�.�����/��
�/�#� �����*�)�/���)�������)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
�
�)�!�*�-�(���/�$�*�)����� �)�/� �-�â�����)����Shiloh 
�	� �-�)���)��� �5�������í�¬��́à���2�#�*���.� �-�1� ����
���.�����*�ö���*�0�)�.� �'���*�)���/�#� �������.� ���2�#� �)��
�#� ���2�*�-�&� �����!�*�-���/�#� ����� �.�/� �-�)��
���)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'���
���2����� �)�/� �-�à��
�2� �-� ���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)���/�#� ��Held v. State 
of Montana���'���)���(���-�&����� ���$�.�$�*�)�ß������
�.�/���/� ���/�-�$���'�����*�0�-�/���$�)�����*�)�/���)�����-�0�'� ����
�$�)���!���1�*�-���*�!���/�#� ���­�²���4�*�0�/�#���+�'���$�)�/�$�¥�.�à��
��� ���'���-�$�)�"���/�#���/���/�#� ���.�/���/� ���1�$�*�'���/� ����
�/�#� ���4�*�0�/�#�.�í�����*�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)���'���-�$�"�#�/���/�*������
���'� ���)�����)�����#� ���'�/�#�!�0�'��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/�ß��
���#� �������.� ���$�.���.�$�"�)�$�¡�����)�/���$�)���(���)�4��
�2���4�.�à���$�)���'�0���$�)�"���/�#���/�ø�0�)�'�$�&� ���*�/�#� �-��
���'�$�(���/� �����#���)�"� ���'���2�.�0�$�/�.���/�*�������/� �ø�$�/��
�+�-�*��� � ��� �����/�*���/�-�$���'�ß�����#� ���2� � �&�ö�'�*�)�"��
�/�-�$���'���-� �.�0�'�/� �����$�)�������2� �'�'�ö��� �1� �'�*�+� ����
�!�����/�0���'���-� ���*�-����� �.�/�����'�$�.�#�$�)�"���/�#� ��
�.�/���/� �í�.�����0�'�+�����$�'�$�/�4���$�)���!�0�-�/�#� �-�$�)�"��
���'�$�(���/� �����#���)�"� �����4��� �)�����'�$�)�"���!�*�.�.�$�'��
�!�0� �'��� �3�/�-�����/�$�*�)�����)�������*�)�.�0�(�+�/�$�*�)�ß��
���#� �������.� ���$�.�����'�.�*��� �1�$��� �)��� ���/�#���/��
���*�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)���'�����'���$�(�.���(���4���#���1� ��
�'� �"�.���$�)���.�/���/� �.���/�#���/���+�-�*�1�$��� ������

JOEL BURCAT JD’80
RALPH HOPKINS JD’83 AND HIS DAUGHTER 
CIARA HOPKINS JD/MERL’22
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CYNTHIA ARGENTINE MSL’91

KIM MONTROLL JD’89

PATRICK TROSTLE JD’92
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���#�*�í�.�����#�*���
� �"���'�ß

���1�������$�(� �/�������í�µ�±���$�.���������&���/�*���/�#� �����-�/�.�ß��
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Lost Grip,” �������+�*� �/�-�4�����*�'�'� ���/�$�*�)���þ�®�¬�®�¬�à��
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���)�����$�/���$�.��� �3��� �+�/�$�*�)���'�'�4���.���/�$�.�!�4�$�)�"���!�*�-��
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�-� ���-� ���/�$�*�)���'�����*���/�$�)�"�ß�����#� ���­�­�ö�(� �(��� �-��
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�¡�.�#�$�)�"�à�����*���/�$�)�"�à�����"�-�$���0�'�/�0�-� �à���!�*�-� �.�/�-�4�à��
�*�-���#�����$�/���/�ß�����$���#��� �'���2���.�����'�.�*��
�-� ���*�"�)�$�5� �������.���� top lobbyist �����4���/�#� ��
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���/�#�$���.�����)�����#� ���-� ��� �$�1� �����/�#� �����3��� �'�'� �)��� ��
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���2��
���.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�ß���������$�/�$�*�)���'�'�4�à�����$���#��� �'��
�#���������������.� �����-�"�0� ������� �!�*�-� ���/�#� �����ß���ß��
���0�+�-� �(� �����*�0�-�/ (National Pork Producers 
v. Ross, N. 21-468 - he was second chair) 
���)�����#� ���.� ���0�-� �������)���$�)�%�0�)���/�$�*�)�����"���$�)�.�/��
�����.�.�����#�0�.� �/�/�.�í���$�(�+�'� �(� �)�/���/�$�*�)���*�!������
�����'�'�*�/���$�)�$�/�$���/�$�1�  (Massachusetts 
Restaurant Association v. Healy).
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CLASS NOTES

THE HONORABLE JERRY EDWARDS JD’05

JOSEPH ANDRIANO JD’05
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TAMARA TOLES O’LAUGHLIN JD/MELP’09

PENELOPE ANNABEL LYNES

FAMILIES OF JEFF DAVIS JD’09, AND 
CHRISTAL JD’10 AND PETER JD’09 KEEGAN

DR. SHAYLA CRENSHAW MCCRAY JD’09
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KAREN BLAKELOCK MELP’20 (RIGHT), MEGAN O’TOOLE JD/MELP’09 (MIDDLE), AND ALLISON 
ROGERS JD’20/LLM’21 (LEFT)
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�/�#� ���¡�-�(�à�������.��� � �+���2���.�������!�0�'�'�ö�/�$�(� ���'� �"���'��
� �3�/� �-�)���!�*�-���/�#� �����ß���ß�����)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
���-�*�/� ���/�$�*�)�����"� �)���4���$�)�����*�'�*�-�����*�ß��

CLASS NOTES

JASDEEP SINGH KHAIRA JD’21/MERL’20

KIRSTEN WILLIAMS JD/MEM’23, CAROLYN 
CLARK JD/MELP’22, AND CASEY HESS JD’22

CALEB SABATKA MARJ’21 AND CLASSMATE KARLA BARRON MARJ’21 MEETING IN PERSON FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN THE FALL OF 2021
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���#� ���+�����&���"� �����-�-�$�1� �����*�)���/�#� ���.� ���*�)�����£�*�*�-���*�!����� ��� �1�*�$�.� ���	���'�'��

�$�)�����+�-�$�'���®�¬�®�®�����)�����$�/�.���0�)�0�.�0���'���.�$�5� �����)�����#� �¤�������0�.� ���������'�*�/���*�!��

���0�-�$�*�.�$�/�4�����(�*�)�"�.�/�������(�$�)�$�.�/�-���/�*�-�.�à���!�����0�'�/�4�à�����)�����.�/���¥�ß��

��� ���)����� �/�#���������*�-�(�����&���"�$�)�"� �-�'�4���*�+� �)� �����/�#� ���+�����&���"� �����.��

�����)�0�(��� �-���*�!���+� �*�+�'� �����)�3�$�*�0�.�'�4���2���/���#� ���ß�����#���/���.�#� ���!�*�0�)����

inside was a testament to the personal connection between 

��� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�����)�������-�����0���/� �������#�*�*�'�����)�����*�)� ���*�!���/�#� ���(�*�.�/��

impactful legal legacies of the last century: the honorary 

degree the school awarded Ruth Bader Ginsburg at its  

�­�µ�´�°�����*�(�(� �)��� �(� �)�/�ß��

Even before her 1993 ascent to the United States Supreme 

���*�0�-�/�à�����0�.�/�$��� �����$�)�.���0�-�"���#�������(����� �����)���$�(�+�-� �.�.�$�*�)���*�)���/�#� ��

school and legal communities. As the former director of 

�/�#� �������
�������)�������/���/�#���/���/�$�(� ���������ß���ß�����*�0�-�/���*�!�����+�+� ���'�.�����0���"� �à��

�.�#� ��� �(���*���$� �����/�#� ���.���#�*�*�'�í�.���(�*�/�/�*���/�*���"�-� ���/��� �¥� ���/�ø�0�.�$�)�"��

�/�#� ���+�*�2� �-���*�!���/�#� ���'���2���/�*���(���&� ���������-���(���/�$�������$�¥� �-� �)��� ���$�)���/�#� ��

community and in the world.

������� ���+�*�.�.�$���'� �����4���/�#� ��������� �-�����$�)�.���0�-�"���!���(�$�'�4�í�.��� �3�/�-� �(� �'�4��

�/�#�*�0�"�#�/�!�0�'�����)�����"� �)� �-�*�0�.���"�$�¤�à���/�#� ��� �'� �"���)�/�'�4���!�-���(� ������� �"�-� � ��

now occupies a prominent position on the walls of the 

���*�-�)� �'�'���
�$���-���-�4�à���$�/�.���+�-� �.� �)��� ��� �)���*�0�-���"�$�)�"���/�#� ���'���2�����)�����+�*�'�$���4��

�.�/�0��� �)�/�.���*�!���/�*�����4�����)�����/�*�(�*�-�-�*�2���/�*���-� �£� ���/���0�+�*�)���#�*�2���(�0���#��

one remarkable woman accomplished, and how much  

work remains.  

RUTH BADER 
GINSBURG 

The Honorable

INTER ALIA

The Douglas Meredith Society consists of 
forward-thinking supporters who impact the 
future of Vermont Law and Graduate School 
via planned giving. Through estate plans or 
�*�/�#� �-����� �!� �-�-� �����"�$�¤�.�à���4�*�0�������)��� �.�/�����'�$�.�#�������'���.�/�$�)�"��
legacy while enhancing the VLGS experience 
for the next generation of changemakers.

���*�-���(�*�-� ���$�)�!�*�-�(���/�$�*�)���*�)���+�'���)�)� �����"�$�1�$�)�"�à��
please contact us at giving@vermontlaw.edu  
or 802-831-1312.

DOUGLAS MEREDITH SOCIETY

 PLAN YOUR 

LEGACY
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�����������®�¬�®�°�������������������������������������²�µ�²�´�������������������������������������
�������
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�.�0�+� �-�1�$�.�$�)�"�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���$�)���/�#� �����¦��� ��
�*�!���/�#� �����0�1� �)�$�'� ����� �!� �)��� �-�à���2�#�$���#����
�$�.���+���-�/���*�!����� �-�(�*�)�/�í�.���+�0���'�$����
defender system.

�­�µ�´�¬�.�� �� ��
���$���#��� �'�������/�-�$���&�����2� � �)� �4�������í�´�¬
1948 – 2022
���$���#��� �'���+���.�.� �������2���4���*�)�����0�)� ���µ�à 
2022, at Hartford Hospital. Born in 
�����)���#� �.�/� �-�à�����*�)�)� ���/�$���0�/�à���#� ���'�$�1� ����
in Simsbury for 30 years. Michael 
was a dedicated husband, father, 
and friend. Prior to law school, he 
graduated from Stonehill College 
���)�����/�#� �)���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!���	���-�/�!�*�-����
Business School. He worked as 
a senior manager at Deloitte & 
���*�0���#� �����)������� �4�)�*�'���.�����)�����������*���.��
before establishing his own CPA 
�+�-�����/�$��� �ß�����$���#��� �'��� �)�%�*�4� �����/� �)�)�$�.�à��
�/�-���1� �'�à�����)�����-�$���$�)�"���#�$�.���-� ���0�(��� �)�/��
bike with friends. He co-founded 
the Warrior Riders, supporting 
�$�)�%�0�-� �����1� �/� �-���)�.�ß���	� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4��
his wife, children, brothers, and 
��� �'�*�1� �����)�$� ��� �.�����)�����)� �+�#� �2�.�ß��

���$�-�"�$�)�$���������-�'� �4���������
�í�´�­
1955 – 2022
Virginia, of Berlin, Vermont,  
passed away on February 24, 2022. 
Born September 8, 1955, in New 
���*�-�&�à����� �2�����*�-�&�à���.�#� ����� ���$�����/� ����
�#� �-���'�$�!� ���/�*���'���)�������*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)�����)����
���'�$�(���/� �����#���)�"� ��� �¥�*�-�/�.�ß�����$�-�"�$�)�$���í�.��
impactful career spanned roles 
at the Vermont Land Trust 
���)�����/�#� �������/�$�*�)���'�������-�&����� �-�1�$��� �ß��
Additionally, she taught courses 
���/���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����� �-�(�*�)�/�����)����
��� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'�����.�����)�������%�0�)���/��
faculty member, and she consulted 
�2�$�/�#���)�*�)�+�-�*�¡�/�����*�)�.� �-�1���/�$�*�)��
organizations in her free time. 
���)�����1�$�����*�0�/���*�*�-�.�2�*�(���)�����)����
dancer, she connected kindred 
�.�+�$�-�$�/�.���/�#�-�*�0�"�#���#� �-���'�*�1� ���!�*�-���/�#� ��
�'���)���ß�����$�-�"�$�)�$���í�.���'� �"�����4���*�!���+�-�*�/� ���/� ����
natural wonders in Vermont will 

� �)���0�-� �ß�����#� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-��
daughter and sisters.

�����-� �)����� �4�)�*�'���.�������í�´�­
1951 – 2022
�����-� �)���"�-�����0���/� �����!�-�*�(���/�#� ��
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����-�$���"� �+�*�-�/�����)����
Vermont Law School. She 
�.� �-�1� �����/�#� �����-� ���/� �-�����-�$���"� �+�*�-�/��
Bar Association diligently since 
1982 and went on to become a 
member of the board of directors, 
Community Outreach Committee, 
and chair of the Family Law 
���*�(�(�$�/�/� � �ß�������-� �)�à���.�0�-�1�$�1� ����
���4���#� �-���.�*�)�.�������)�$� �'�����)���������.�*�)�à��
�'� ���1� �.����� �#�$�)���������'�*�1�$�)�"���!���(�$�'�4��
�$�)���'�0���$�)�"���¡�1� ���.�$���'�$�)�"�.�à�����#� �-�$�.�#� ����
�"�-���)�����#�$�'���-� �)�à�����)�����.� �1� �-���'���)�$� ��� �.��
and nephews.

�
���2�-� �)��� ���î�
���-�-�4�ï����� �$� �-�������í�´�®
1956 – 2021
Larry passed away on December 
11, 2021. Born and raised in Toledo, 
Ohio, Larry graduated from Miami 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�à���2�#� �-� ���#� ���(���%�*�-� �����$�)��
�(�0�.�$�������)����� �)�"�$�)� � �-�$�)�"�ß�������1�$���-���)�/��
soul known for his kindness, Larry 
excelled as an intellectual property 
���/�/�*�-�)� �4�����)�������1�$�����*�0�/���*�*�-�.�(���)�ß��
He cherished his children, Ian 
���)�����	���)�)���#�à�����)�����!�*�0�)�����%�*�4���$�)��
music, running, and sailing on 
Lake Champlain. Larry was an 
accomplished cellist and took 
great pleasure in playing with 
the Champlain Philharmonic 
���-���#� �.�/�-���ß���
���-�-�4�í�.���'� �"�����4���'�$�1� �.���*�)��
through his family, including sister 
�����-���$�������/�-�*��� �'�à�����)�����#�$�.��� �3�/� �)�.�$�1� ��
network of friends.

���*�)���'���������0�'����� �'� �.�������í�´�®
1957 – 2023
���*�)���'�����+���.�.� �������2���4���*�)�������)�0���-�4 
4, 2023, surrounded by his wife, 
Gloria, and dear friend, Debbie 
Iorio. Born August 29, 1957, in 
���+���)�"�'� �-�à����� �)�)�.�4�'�1���)�$���à���#� ���$�.��
�.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.���(�*�/�#� �-�à���.�$�.�/� �-�à��
brother, and nephew. A Rutgers 

College graduate, he went on to 
� ���-�)���#�$�.���������!�-�*�(����� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2��
School and practice law in New 
��� �-�.� �4�ß�����*�)���'�����2���.���&�)�*�2�)���!�*�-��
his dedication to his community, 
�+���.�.�$�*�)���!�*�-���(�0�.�$���à�����)�����'�*�1� ���*�!��
antique automobiles. He was 
�����/�$�1� ���$�)�����/�ß�������-�4�����ß���ß�����#�0�-���#�����)����
was a member of the Holy Name 
���*���$� �/�4�����)�������)�$�"�#�/�.���*�!�����*�'�0�(���0�.�à��
�#���1�$�)�"���.� �-�1� �������.�����-���)�������)�$�"�#�/�����)����
�����$�/�#�!�0�'�������1�$�"���/�*�-�ß���������#� �-�$�.�#� ����
husband and friend, Ronald will be 
deeply missed.

���0�.���)�������-�$� �����*�¥� �4�������í�´�¯
1953 – 2021
���0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-�����-�*�/�#� �-�.�à�����0�.���)��
passed away April 20, 2021, in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. She 
was an attorney for many years 
���)�������¤� �-���#� �-���-� �/�$�-� �(� �)�/���.�#� ���î�2� �)�/��
�/�*���/�#� �����*�"�.�ä�ï�����0�.���)���/�-���$�)� �������)����
showed Gordon Setters under 
�/�#� ���+�-� �¡�3���î�	�0�)�/�(�*�*�-�ß�ï�����#� ���/�$�/�'� ����
�#� �-�����*�"�.���$�)���������$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����������
disciplines, and they were the 
�'�*�1� ���*�!���#� �-���'�$�!� �ß�����#� ���2���.�������+�-�*�0����
member of the New Mexico 
Stewards Association. She also 
�'� ���1� �.����� �#�$�)�����(���)�4���!�-�$� �)���.���!�-�*�(��
her personal life and the dog 
world.

��� �/� �-���	� �$�)�/�5� �'�(���)�������í�´�¯
1959 – 2021 
Peter—who was born in Lake 
��� �*�-�"� �à����� �2�����*�-�&�à�����)�����-���$�.� �����$�)��
Vermont—was a respected lawyer 
and boxing enthusiast. Graduating 
from Vermont Law School, he 
practiced law in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, while passionately 
���*�1� �-�$�)�"�����*�3�$�)�"���!�*�-�����$�"�#�/�)� �2�.�ß
com® for 12 years. His charm and 
wit, honed in the courtroom, shone 
through in his writing, capturing 
�/�#� ��� �.�.� �)��� ���*�!���/�#� ���.�+�*�-�/�ß����� �/� �-�í�.��
�'�*�1� ���!�*�-�����*�3�$�)�"���2���.���-� �&�$�)���'� �����$�)��
�®�¬�¬�®�à�����¤� �-�����/�/� �)���$�)�"���/�#� �������/�/�$�ö
Ward rematch, sparking his career 
at Fightnews.com®. His legacy as 

�²�´�������������������������������������
�������
������

�­�µ�³�¬�.�� �� ��
��� �-�-�4����� ���&�2�$�/�#�������í�³�²
1944 – 2023
��� �-�-�4���2���.�������1� �/� �-���)���*�!���/�#� �����ß���ß�����$�-��
Force. He earned degrees from East 
�����-�*�'�$�)�������)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�à���������������'�����)�4�à��
and Vermont Law School (VLS). 
Terry spent his career working as a 
�'�$���-���-�$���)���$�)�������1���-�$� �/�4���*�!���'�*�����/�$�*�)�.�à��
including at his alma mater, VLS. 
�	� ���'� ���1� �.����� �#�$�)�����(���)�4���'�*�1� �����*�)� �.��
including his son, daughter-in-law, 
granddaughter, and brother.

���*�-�-�$�.�����*�.� �+�#�����*�)�/� �à�����-�ß�à�������í�³�²
1950 – 2021
���+�*�)��� ���-�)�$�)�"���#�$�.���������#� �'�*�-�í�.��
��� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!��
���'�*�-�$�����à�����*�-�-�$�.���%�*�$�)� �����/�#� �����ß���ß��
�����1�4�����.�������-� �.� �-�1�$�.�/�ß���	� ���2���.���/�#� �)��
accepted to, and attended, law 
school in Vermont. Morris spent 
more than 20 years working for 
the Hillsborough County (Florida) 
���.�.�$�.�/���)�/�����/���/� �����/�/�*�-�)� �4�í�.�����¦��� �ß��
�	�$�.���'� �"�����4���2�$�'�'���'�$�1� ���*�)���/�#�-�*�0�"�#��
�#�$�.����� �'�*�1� �����!���(�$�'�4�����)�����!�-�$� �)���.�à��
especially his granddaughter.

���$�'�/�*�)����� �*�-�"� �������(� �.�������í�³�²��
1946 – 2021
���¤� �-���"�-�����0���/�$�)�"���!�-�*�(����� �-�(�*�)�/ 
Law School in 1976, Milton began 
his career in Chicago as a public 
defender. He later became an 
���-���$�/�-���/�*�-���%�0���"� ���!�*�-���/�#� �����/���/� ���*�!��
Illinois. Upon retirement, Milton 
�(�*�1� �����/�*�����-�$�5�*�)���ø�2�#� �-� ���#� ���.�+� �)�/��
the last 20 years of his life—to be 
closer to many family members. 
�	� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.���2�$�!� �à���/�#�-� � ��
sons, two daughters, and nine 
grandchildren.

���-�0��� �����*�-�-�$�.� �4�������í�³�²
1949 – 2021
���-�0��� ���.� �-�1� �������.�����)�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���$�)��
��� �-�"� �)�����*�0�)�/�4�à����� �2����� �-�.� �4�à���.�$�)��� ��
1976. He was a member of the 
��� �2����� �-�.� �4�������-�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�à�����ß���ß��

Tax Court, and U.S. District Court. 
���-�0��� ��� �)�%�*�4� �������*�����#�$�)�"���4�*�0�/�#��
sports—particularly soccer and 
baseball—and spending time on 
�/�#� ���2���/� �-�ß�����0�-�1�$�1� �������4���(���)�4���!���(�$�'�4��
members and friends, Bruce will 
�!�*�-� �1� �-����� ���-� �(� �(��� �-� �����!�*�-���#�$�.���2�$�/�à��
humor, warmth, compassion,  
and loyalty.

���/� �+�#� �)�����*�.�"�-�*�1� �������í�³�³
1950 – 2021
�������0�/�'���)���à����� �-�(�*�)�/�à���)���/�$�1� �à 
Stephen started his career as 
���)�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���!�*�-���/�#� ���'�*�����'���¡�-�(��
of Corsones and Corsones. He 
�0�'�/�$�(���/� �'�4���*�+� �)� ���������+�-�$�1���/� ��
�+�-�����/�$��� �à���2�#�$���#���#� ���-���)���!�*�-���*�1� �-���¯�¬��
�4� ���-�.�ß�����/� �+�#� �)�����'�.�*���.� �-�1� �������.���/�#� ��
zoning administrator for the Town 
of Mendon, Vermont. Described 
���4���'�*�1� �����*�)� �.�����.�������+���.�.�$�*�)���/� ��
and principled man, Stephen was 
always willing to help others in 
times of need.

���$���#��� �'�����*�.� �+�#����� �1���)�$� ���
�
�
�������í�³�³
1947 – 2023
Born in Chicago, Illinois, Michael 
was the oldest of eight children. 
���¤� �-���.� �-�1�$�)�"���$�)���/�#� �����ß���ß�����-�(�4�à��
he returned home and attended 
�
�'�'�$�)�*�$�.�����/���/� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���2�#� �-� ��
he met his future wife, Sandra. 
Shortly following their marriage 
�$�)���­�µ�³�°�à���/�#� �����*�0�+�'� ���(�*�1� �����/�*��
Vermont because Michael was 
accepted to Vermont Law School. 
Upon graduating and returning to 
the Midwest, Michael became a 
district attorney in Rusk, Barron, 
and La Crosse Counties. He then 
�2� �)�/���$�)�/�*���+�-�$�1���/� ���+�-�����/�$��� �����.��
�������-�$�(�$�)���'����� �!� �)�.� �����$�1�$�'���-�$�"�#�/�.��
attorney and partnered with 
��� �$�/�#����� �'�5� �-���0�)�/�$�'���#�$�.���-� �/�$�-� �(� �)�/��
in 2015. While he earned many 
professional accomplishments, 
Michael considered his greatest 
�����#�$� �1� �(� �)�/���/�*����� ���/�#� �����$�-�/�#���*�!���#�$�.��
two children, Maura and Brendan. 

���2� �)����� �)�&�$�)�.�������í�³�³
1948 – 2023
Owen graduated from the 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����� �-�(�*�)�/�����)�����2� �)�/���*�)��
to play hockey in Europe. Upon his 
return to Vermont, Owen taught at 
Essex High School and managed 
�$�/�.���#�*���&� �4���-�$�)�&�ß�����¤� �-��� ���-�)�$�)�"���#�$�.��
�������$�)���­�µ�³�³�à�����2� �)���.�+� �)�/���#�$�.�������-� � �-��
�+�-�����/�$���$�)�"���'���2���$�)�����.�.� �3�����0�)���/�$�*�)�ß��
He was especially passionate about 
�#� �'�+�$�)�"���/�#�*�.� ���2�#�*���!����� �����$�)�%�0�.�/�$��� �à��
and he took on cases of those 
�2�#�*�����*�0�'���)�í�/���+���4���/�*�����.�.�0�-� ���/�#� �$�-��
�1�*�$��� �.���2� �-� ���#� ���-���ß�������*�1� �����'�'��� �'�.� �à��
Owen was a dad and husband who 
cherished his family.

���-� ��� �-�$���&���î���$���&�ï�������-�/�4�&���à���
�
�à�������í�³�³
1946 – 2021
As a self-employed attorney, Rick 
owned and operated the Law 
���¦��� ���*�!�����-� ��� �-�$���&�����ß�������-�/�4�&�����0�)�/�$�'��
�#�$�.���+���.�.�$�)�"�ß���	� �����'�.�*���.� �-�1� �����#�$�.��
country honorably as a member 
�*�!���/�#� �����ß���ß�����-�(�4�ß�����$���&���2���.�������'�*�1�$�)�"��
husband, father, and grandfather. 
He is predeceased by his wife, 
�����-� �)�������-�)�*�2�.�&�$�������-�/�4�&���������í�³�´, 
���)�����.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.�������0�"�#�/� �-�.�à��
�����.�.���)���-�������*�-�����)�������������
���í�­�® 
���)�������'�$�1�$���������-�/�*�'�$�à���"�-���)�����#�$�'���-� �)�à��
sisters, nieces, nephews,   
and cousins.

���*��� �-�/���î���*���ï�����#� �$�'�������í�³�´
1948 – 2022
���*����� ���-�)� �����#�$�.���������#� �'�*�-�í�.��
degree from Union College in 
�����#� �)� ���/�����4�à����� �2�����*�-�&�ß�����¤� �-��
�"�-�����0���/�$�)�"�à���#� ���1�$�.�$�/� ���������!�-�$� �)�����$�)��
��� �-�(�*�)�/�í�.�������������$�1� �-�������'�'� �4�����)����
decided to make it his home. Bob 
�2� �)�/���*�)���/�*��� ���-�)�������%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�-��
from Vermont Law School. He 
started his legal career as a deputy 
�.�/���/� �í�.�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���!�*�-�������.�#�$�)�"�/�*�)��
���*�0�)�/�4�à����� �-�(�*�)�/�à����� �!�*�-� ���(�*�1�$�)�"��
�$�)�/�*���+�-�$�1���/� ���+�-�����/�$��� ���2�#� �-� ��
�#� ���.�+� ���$���'�$�5� �����$�)���%�0�1� �)�$�'� �����)����
criminal law. For the 28 years 
�!�*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"�à�����*�����.� �-�1� �������.���/�#� ��
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(including college education in 
�#� �-����� �'�*�1� �����!���/�#� �-�����-� �������/���¥�*�-���í�.��
home state of Colorado), before 
attending Vermont Law School and 
�!���'�'�$�)�"���$�)���'�*�1� ���2�$�/�#���/�#�$�.�����-���1� ���'�$�/�/�'� ��
�.�/���/� �ß�����+�*�)���(�*�1�$�)�"���/�*�������)���*�'�+�#��
�$�)���­�µ�µ�¯�à���.�#� ���.� �'�£� �.�.�'�4�����*�(�(�$�/�/� ����
herself to the practice of law in a 
�2���4���/�#���/�����$�(� �����/�*���#� �'�+���#� �-����� �'�*�1� ����
�)� �$�"�#���*�-�.���.�0����� � ���à�����)�����/�*���.� �-�1�$�)�"��
�/�#� �����*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���.�#� ���'�*�1� �����.�*����� ���-�'�4��
�/�#�-�*�0�"�#�����$�1�$�'���.� �-�1�$��� �����)�������#���-�$�/�����'� ��
� �)��� ���1�*�-�.�����'�$�&� �ß���	� �-����� �.�$�-� ���/�*��
help others and her steadfast 
commitment to standing up for 
�2�#���/���.�#� ����� �'�$� �1� �����$�)���2� �-� ���/�#� ��
��� �¡�)�$�)�"���!�����/�*�-�.���*�!���#� �-���'�$�!� �ß

���*��� �-�/���î���*���ï�������.���)� �'�'���������í�´�²��
�����
�í�´�¯
1958 – 2024
Bob passed away peacefully, at 
�#�*�(� �à���$�)�������)�0���-�4���®�¬�®�°�ß�����*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"��
���*�(�+�'� �/�$�*�)���*�!���#�$�.���%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�-�à�����*����
�.�/���-�/� �����#�$�.���*�2�)���'���2���¡�-�(�����*�(�+�*�.� ����
of VLS grads and interns. He then 
worked as a partner at Rubin and 
Rudman in Boston, specializing 
�$�)��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'�����)�����'���)�����0�.� ��
law. Throughout his life, including 
during his time at VLS, Bob was 
an all-seasons outdoorsman. 
�	� ��� �)�%�*�4� �����.�&�$�$�)�"�à���2�$�)���.�0�-�¡�)�"�à��
biking, hiking, tennis, and, at VLS, 
was a member of the ultimate 
frisbee team. He was a proud 
member of the VLS community 
and spoke fondly of his studies and 
�/�$�(� ���$�)����� �-�(�*�)�/�à�����)�����#� ��� �)�%�*�4� ����
attending the many Boston alumni 
� �1� �)�/�.�ß��

���#�-�$�.�/�$�)� �����)�)���	�*�4�/�������í�´�²
1962 – 2023
The Honorable Christine Ann 
Hoyt passed away peacefully 
on December 17, 2023, at 
home surrounded by family in 
Tunbridge, Vermont. Christine 
�2���.�������'�*�1�$�)�"���2�$�!� �à���(�*�/�#� �-�à��
grandmother, sister, and friend, 

who will be deeply missed by 
many. She graduated from Vermont 
Law School in 1986 and embarked 
on a successful legal career. On 
August 10, 1988, she was appointed 
�����(���"�$�.�/�-���/� �����4�����*�1� �-�)�*�-���	�*�2���-����
Dean. Christine dedicated herself 
to upholding the law and ensuring 
fairness for all. She had an 
�����1� �)�/�0�-�*�0�.���.�+�$�-�$�/�à�����)�����.�#� ���'� ���1� �.��
��� �#�$�)���������'� �"�����4���*�!���'�*�1� �à���&�$�)���)� �.�.�à��
and a zest for life that will continue 
to inspire those who follow in 
her footsteps. 

���'���$�)� ���
�0���&� �4�������
�í�´�²
1926 – 2021
Elaine was a trail blazer. From 
her historic election as the 
First Selectman of Washington, 
���*�)�)� ���/�$���0�/�ø�/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���2�*�(���)���$�)��
�/�#� ���/�*�2�)�í�.���®�°�¬�ö�4� ���-���#�$�.�/�*�-�4�ø�/�*���#� �-��
�/�-� �&�.���/�#�-�*�0�"�#����� �+���'�í�.���(�*�0�)�/���$�)�.�à��
�.�#� ���2���.���*�¤� �)�������'�'� �����*�¥���/�#� ��
beaten path. She championed 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'�������0�.� �.�à���.� �-�1� �������.�����)��
educator, and embraced political 
� �)�"���"� �(� �)�/�à���.� �-�1�$�)�"���*�)���/�#� ��
Charter Commission in Middleburg 
�	� �$�"�#�/�.�à�����#�$�*�ß�����'���$�)� �í�.���5� �.�/���!�*�-��
�'�$�!� ���#�������#� �-���/�-���1� �'�$�)�"�����'�'���*�1� �-���/�#� ��
�2�*�-�'���ß�����#� ���!�*�0�)�����%�*�4���$�)���.���$�'�$�)�"�à��
�.�&�$�$�)�"�à�����)�����'���0�"�#�/� �-�ß�����0�-�1�$�1� �������4��
her siblings, sons, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren, Elaine 
�'� ���1� �.�������'� �"�����4���*�!�������1� �)�/�0�-� �à��
�����/�$�1�$�.�(�à�����)������� � �+���'�*�1� ���!�*�-��
humanity and the earth.

�����0�'���
� � ��������� ���)�������í�´�³
1953 – 2022
�����0�'�à�������1� nturer extraordinaire, 
�+���.�.� �������2���4���2�$�/�#���#�$�.����� �'�*�1� �����2�$�!� ��
of 38 years by his side. From West 
Hartford, Connecticut, to Sarasota, 
���'�*�-�$�����à���#�$�.���'�$�!� ���2���.���¡�'�'� �����2�$�/�#��
� �3�+�'�*�-���/�$�*�)�ß�����¤� �-���"�-�����0���/�$�)�"���!�-�*�(��
��� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'�à�������0�'���(�*�1� ����
down to Florida to start his career 
�$�)���'���2�ß���	� ���+�0�-�.�0� �����#�$�.���(���.�/� �-�í�.���$�)��
social work while he continued his 

legal practice. Upon graduation, 
�����0�'���-� ���'�$�5� �����#�$�.���"�-� ���/� �.�/���%�*�4���2���.��
in the practice of psychotherapy. 
�	� ���2���.�������(���)���2�#�*���'� �¤���)�*�/�#�$�)�"��
on the table and he passed away 
�2�$�/�#�*�0�/���-� �"�-� �/�.�ß�������0�'���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� ����
by his wife, sister, nieces, and 
nephews, through whom his spirit 
�*�!�������1� �)�/�0�-� ���2�$�'�'���'�$�1� ���*�)�ß��

�����$�'���
�$�)� �'�'�������)��� �-�.�*�)�������í�´�³
1930 – 2023
Gail was born in Paterson, 
��� �2����� �-�.� �4�à���*�)�����0�'�4���®�¬�à���­�µ�¯�¬�ß��
She attended Mount Holyoke 
���*�'�'� �"� �����)�����(���-�-�$� ���������0�'�����-���1� �.��
�����)��� �-�.�*�)�à�����-�ß�à���þ�����)���4�ÿ���$�)���­�µ�±�¯�ß��
They raised a family together for 
34 happy years until his death 
�$�)���­�µ�´�²�ß�����#� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���/�2�*��
sons, two daughters, and nine 
grandchildren. Among her many 
�������*�(�+�'�$�.�#�(� �)�/�.�à�������$�'���2���.���1� �-�4��
�$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)���/�#� ���/�*�2�)���*�!�����0�¦� �'���à��
Connecticut. She was on the 
���0�¦� �'�������-�/�.�����*�0�)���$�'�����)���à���/�*�"� �/�#� �-�à��
she and Sandy co-founded the 
���0�¦� �'������� ����� �-�ö���-�$�/� �-�����*�)�!� �-� �)��� ��
and ASSIST, an international 
exchange program which is still 
�����/�$�1� ���/�*�����4�ß�����*�'�'�*�2�$�)�"�������)���4�í�.��
passing, Gail attended Vermont 
Law School and started practicing 
family law. Gail ultimately got her 
real estate license, which she put to 
use in New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and later in Florida, once she 
�(�*�1� �����/�*�������-���.�*�/���ß

�����/�-�$���$�����î�����/�ï����� �4� �-�������í�´�µ
1952 – 2022
���¤� �-�����)��� �+ic, unrelenting 7½ year 
battle with metastatic cancer, 
Patricia died peacefully, with her 
family at her side, in October 
2022. She spent the initial 27 years 
of her life in Wisconsin, before 
�(�*�1�$�)�"���/�*�������)���*�'�+�#�à����� �-�(�*�)�/�à���$�)��
1979 with her husband to be, Gus. 
�����/��� ���-�)� ���������������#� �'�*�-�í�.����� �"�-� � ���$�)��
�)�0�-�.�$�)�"���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!��
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a gentleman, father, lawyer, and 
���*�3�$�)�"�����¡���$�*�)�����*���2�$�'�'��� �)���0�-� �ß

��� �-���'�����î��� �-�-�4�ï�����-�$�"�#�/��
�	�*�2� �������
�í�´�¯
1945 – 2023
��� �-�-�4���+���.�.� �������2���4���*�)����� ���-�0���-�4���®�°�à��
�®�¬�®�¯�à���.�0�-�-�*�0�)��� �������4���'�*�1� �����*�)� �.�ß��
�������ß���ß�������1�4���1� �/� �-���)�à���#� ��� ���-�)� ����
��� �"�-� � �.���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!��
Massachusetts and Vermont 
�
���2�������#�*�*�'�ß����� �-�-�4�í�.���'� �"�����4�����.�����)��
agricultural agent, professor 
� �(� �-�$�/�0�.�����/���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!��
New Hampshire, and community 
�'� ����� �-���-� �£� ���/���#�$�.����� ���$�����/�$�*�)���/�*��
�.� �-�1�$��� �ß���	� ��� �)�-�$���#� �����'�$�1� �.���/�#�-�*�0�"�#��
�(� �)�/�*�-�.�#�$�+�����)���������1�*�������4�ß�������'�*�1� �-��
�*�!���.�/�*�-�4�/� �'�'�$�)�"�à����� �-�-�4��� �(���-����� ����
���$�1� �-�.� ��� �3�+� �-�$� �)��� �.�à���!�-�*�(���¡�.�#�$�)�"��
�/�*�������/�$�)�"�ß���	�$�.���"�-� ���/� �.�/���%�*�4���2���.��
�!���(�$�'�4�à�����)�����#� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.��
wife, daughter, grandson, and 
� �3�/� �)��� �����!���(�$�'�4�ß����� �-�-�4�í�.���$�(�+�����/��
���)�����1�$���-���)�/���.�+�$�-�$�/���2�$�'�'����� �����#� �-�$�.�#� ����
�!�*�-� �1� �-�ß��

�����-�&�����$�����/� �!���)�*�������í�´�°
1956 – 2022
Mark passed away on March 22, 
�®�¬�®�®�à�����¤� �-���������-�$� �!�������/�/�'� ���2�$�/�#��
cancer. Born in Washington, D.C., 
�#� ����� �1�*�/� �����#�$�.���'�$�!� ���/�*���!���(�$�'�4�à���'���2�à��
���)�����(�0�.�$���ß�������-�&�í�.���'� �"���'�������-� � �-���$�)��
�/�#� ����� �-�(�*�)�/�����/�/�*�-�)� �4����� �)� �-���'�í�.��
���¦��� ���!�*���0�.� �����*�)��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
protection. A talented musician, 
�#� ���+�'���4� �����*�'���ö�/�$�(� ���¡�����'� �����)����
���#� �-�$�.�#� �������*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���%���(��
�.� �.�.�$�*�)�.�ß���	� ���'�*�1� ������� �-�(�*�)�/�í�.��
natural beauty and skied and 
�#�$�&� ���������-�*�.�.���/�#� ���.�/���/� �ß�������-�&���'� ���1� �.��
behind his wife, Bridget; children 
���(�(���������
���í�­�¬ , Rachel, and 
��� �)�%���(�$�)�â���.�/� �+�(�*�/�#� �-�à�����(���'�$���â��
siblings, nieces and nephews. 
�����-�&�í�.���2���-�(�/�#�����)�����"� �)� �-�*�.�$�/�4��
touched all who knew him, 
�'� ���1�$�)�"�������'� �"�����4���*�!���&�$�)���)� �.�.��
and compassion.

���#� �$�'�'�������$�'� �.�������í�´�°
1947 – 2021
���¤� �-�����-���1� �'�4�������/�/�'�$�)�"�������)��� �-�à��
Sheilla passed away on 
September 26, 2021. She led 
a life of determination and 
�����#�$� �1� �(� �)�/�ß�����#� �$�'�'����� �3��� �'�'� ����
academically and professionally, 
becoming a respected lawyer and 
businesswoman. In addition to her 
�'� �"���'�������-� � �-�à���.�#� ���2���.�������/�$�1� ���$�)���/�#� ��
Business and Professional Women 
(BPW) group, becoming president 
of the Windsor chapter. Her 
warmth and generosity extended 
beyond her career; she cherished 
�#� �-���!���(�$�'�4�������*�1� �����'�'��� �'�.� �ß�����)�*�2�)��
for her welcoming nature and 
���0�'�$�)���-�4���.�&�$�'�'�.�à�����#� �$�'�'�����'� �¤�������'���.�/�$�)�"��
impact on all who knew her. She 
�$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-�������0�"�#�/� �-�.�à��
grandchildren, siblings, and a 
�'� �"�����4���*�!���'�*�1� �ß��

���-�$���&�������(�0�)�������$�/�-�0���������í�´�°
1958 – 2021
������� �1�*�/� �����!���/�#� �-�à���'���2�4� �-�à��
���)�����!�-�$� �)���à�����-�$���&�í�.���'� �"�����4���*�!��
compassion and dedication 
touched many. Born in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, he found 
his home in Vermont, where he 
�+�-�����/�$��� �����'���2�����)�����.� �-�1� �����#�$�.��
���*�(�(�0�)�$�/�4���/�$�-� �'� �.�.�'�4�ß�����-�$���&�í�.���'�*�1� ��
for nature and music, his kindness, 
and his gentle spirit endeared all 
who knew him. He faced his cancer 
diagnosis with grace, surrounded 
���4���'�*�1� �ß�����-�$���&�í�.���(� �(�*�-�4���'�$�1� �.���*�)���$�)��
his daughters, family, and friends, 
�2�#�*���2�$�'�'���!�*�-� �1� �-�����#� �-�$�.�#���#�$�.���$�(�+�����/��
�*�)���/�#� �$�-���'�$�1� �.�ß��

�����2�)����� �����)�/�$�.�������í�´�±
1959 – 2023
���¤� �-���������*�0�-���"� �*�0�.�������/�/�'� ���2�$�/�# 
pancreatic cancer, Dawn passed 
away peacefully in September 
�®�¬�®�¯�ß�����*�-���®�²���4� ���-�.�à���.�#� ���.� �-�1� �������.��
assistant corporation counsel for 
the City of Waterbury. A former 

colleague and friend once said he 
�)� �1� �-���(� �/�������'���2�4� �-���2�#�*�������1�*�����/� ����
for her clients harder than Dawn 
���$���ß�����0� ���/�*���#� �-���'�*�1� ���*�!�����*�"�.�à�������2�)��
also started Spotty Dog Rescue 
organization. Through this work, 
�.�#� ���.���1� �����(�*�-� ���/�#���)���´�¬�¬�����*�"�.���!�-�*�(��
locations as far away as the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and the Cayman 
Islands. Dawn was an amazing 
wife, sister, and aunt. She will be 
��� � �+�'�4���(�$�.�.� �������4�������'�*�1�$�)�"���"�-�*�0�+��
of family, friends, and her 
cherished dogs.

�����-�/�#�������+�+�'� �"���/� ��
�����#�*�)��� �-�"� �-�������
�í�´�±
1961 – 2022
Martha ear �)� ���������������#� �'�*�-�í�.��
degree from Western Michigan 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�����)���������(���.�/� �-�í�.����� �"�-� � ��
from Vermont Law School. 
���¤� �-���(���-�-�4�$�)�"�����)������� ���*�(�$�)�"��
the mother of three sons, she 
���$�.���*�1� �-� �����#� �-���/�-�0� �������'�'�$�)�"���2���.��
teaching. Martha went on to 
become a special education teacher 
in Loudon County, Virginia, where 
�.�#� ���.�+� �)�/���®�±���4� ���-�.���+�*�.�$�/�$�1� �'�4��
�$�(�+�����/�$�)�"���/�#� ���'�$�1� �.���*�!���*�/�#� �-�.�ß��
�
�)���®�¬�¬�³�à�����#� �)���)���*���#�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4��
�#�*�)�*�-� �����#� �-�����.���
�*�0���*�)�����*�0�)�/�4�í�.��
��� �����#� �-���*�!���/�#� ����� ���-�ß���������$�/�$�*�)���'�'�4�à��
Martha founded Legacy 
�����-�(�.�à�������)�*�)�+�-�*�¡�/����� ���$�����/� ����
�/�*���+�-�*�1�$���$�)�"���)� �0�-�*���$�1� �-�.� ��
�$�)���$�1�$���0���'�.���2�$�/�#��� ���0�����/�$�*�)�à��
�/�-���$�)�$�)�"�à�����+�+�-� �)�/�$��� �.�#�$�+�.�à�����)�����%�*����
�*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�$� �.�ß�������-�/�#���í�.���"�-� ���/� �.�/��
�'�*�1� ���2���.���#� �-���!���(�$�'�4�����)�����.�#� ��
� �.�+� ���$���'�'�4��� �)�%�*�4� �������#���)�&�.�"�$�1�$�)�"�à��
�2�#�$���#���+�-�*�1�$��� �����/�#� ���*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�4���/�*��
���-�$�)�"��� �1� �-�4�*�)� ���/�*�"� �/�#� �-�ß

�����(� �'�������/���¥�*�-���������í�´�±
1951 – 2023
Born to a family of meager means 
�$�)�������'�.�/�*�)�����+���à�����ß���ß�à�������(� �'����
followed her indomitable desire 
for knowledge and growth through 
�.� �1� �-���'��� ���0�����/�$�*�)���'���$�)�.�/�$�/�0�/�$�*�)�.��
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Before her passing, Rose was the 
�1�$��� ���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/���2� ���'�/�#���+�'���)�)�$�)�"��
�.�/�-���/� �"�$�.�/���2�$�/�#�������4�(�*�)���������(� �.���$�)��
Clearwater, Florida.

���*�)�4�������*�-�/� �-�������í�¬�­
1975 – 2023
Following law school, Tonya 
spent more than 21 years working 
at the Department of Housing 
���)�������-�����)����� �1� �'�*�+�(� �)�/�����*�.�/�*�)��
��� �"�$�*�)���'�����¦��� �ß�����#�$�'� ���$�)�����*�.�/�*�)�à��
she met Gabe Porter, who would 
later become her husband. They 
���*�)��� �����*�1� �-�������.�#���-� �����'�*�1� ���*�!���/�#� ��
�*�0�/���*�*�-�.�����)�����0�'�/�$�(���/� �'�4���(�*�1� ����
to New Hampshire, where their 
daughter, Grace, was born. Since 
2010, the family resided in the 
town of Epping. There, Tonya 
�2���.���$�)�1�*�'�1� �����$�)�������1���-�$� �/�4���*�!��
school, community, and charity 
organizations. As a family, the 
���*�-�/� �-�.���.�+� �)�/���/�$�(� ���/�-���1� �'�$�)�"�à��
skiing, camping, and hiking. But 
�����*�1� �����'�'��� �'�.� �à�����*�)�4�����2���.����� �1�*�/� ����
to Grace and nurturing her into the 
incredible young lady that she is 
(and the amazing woman that she 
will become).

���$���)�������ß�������.�����'�0�ö���*�¥� ���������������
�í�¬�¯
1978 – 2023
Born in Bucharest, Romania,  
���$���)�����2���.��������� �'�*�1� �����(�*�/�#� �-�à���2�$�!� �à��
daughter, friend, and passionate 
� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'�����/�/�*�-�)� �4�����)����
�����1�*�����/� �ß�����#� ��� �(�$�"�-���/� �����/�*���/�#� ��
���ß���ß���þ���0� � �)�.�à����� �2�����*�-�&�ÿ�����/���/�#� �����"� ��
of two, and she went on to earn a 
�������#� �'�*�-�í�.����� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(�����'�$�+�+� �-�4��
���*���&�����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�à�����)���������%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�-��
���)�����(���.�/� �-�í�.����� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(����� �-�(�*�)�/��
Law School. Diana dedicated her 
life to the betterment of others 
�/�#�-�*�0�"�#���#� �-���$�)���-� ���$���'� �������1�*�������4��
���)�������(���5�$�)�"���2�*�-�&�������#�$� �1� �(� �)�/�.��
�/�*���$�(�+�-�*�1� ���/�#� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/�����)����
tackle climate change. She is 
�.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-���#�0�.�����)���à�����-�$���)��
���*�¥� ���������������
�í�¬�;̄ children, Noah 

and Emily; parents, Nicholas and 
Michele; father and mother-in law, 
Les and Linda; and many other 
�-� �'���/�$�1� �.�à���!�-�$� �)���.�à�����)�������*�'�'� ���"�0� �.�ß

�����2���-�������$���#�*�'�.��
�������.�2�*�-�/�#���������
�í�¬�¯
1937 – 2023
Edward died peacefully at his  
Cohasset, Massachusetts, home. 
�	� ���2���.���/�#� ����� �'�*�1� �����#�0�.�����)����
�*�!�����0�5���)�)� ���þ�����'�*�)� �4�ÿ�â����� �1�*�/� ����
father of Nathaniel B. Wadsworth 
�þ�����/� �����-�*�.�/� �ÿ�����)�����/�#� ���'���/� ����� �/� �-�����ß��
Wadsworth; adored grandfather 
of Calliope and Clio. His brother, 
�����1�$�����������.�2�*�-�/�#�à���+�-� ��� ��� ���.� ����
him. Edward was retired at 
the time of his passing, but he 
�+�-� �1�$�*�0�.�'�4���.� �-�1� �������.���"� �)� �-���'��
���*�0�)�.� �'���*�!�����1� �.�/�ß

���-�$�.�/� �)���	�0�4�.�(���)�������í�¬�°
1972 – 2022
Following a long battle with  
���)���$�'�'�)� �.�.�à�����-�$�.�/� �)���+���.�.� �������2���4��
peacefully in her sleep. As a 
��� �-�(�*�)�/���)���/�$�1� �à���.�#� ���+�*�.�.� �.�.� ��������
��� � �+���'�*�1� ���!�*�-���/�#� ��� �)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/�����)����
�$�/�.���.�/� �2���-���.�#�$�+�ß�����-�$�.�/� �)��� �)�%�*�4� ����
�#�$�&�$�)�"�à���/�-���1� �'�$�)�"�à��� �3�+�'�*�-�$�)�"���)� �2��
places, and listening to music. She 
�2���.�����'�.�*�����)�������1�*�����/� ���!�*�-���2�*�(� �)�í�.��
rights and equitable treatment. 
���-�$�.�/� �)���2���.��������� ���$�����/� �����(�*�/�#� �-��
�2�#�*���.� �-�1� �������.�������-�*�'� ���(�*��� �'���/�*��
her daughters. She graduated 
�!�-�*�(�����.�.� �3�����0�)���/�$�*�)���	�$�"�#�������#�*�*�'�à��
�/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!����� �-�(�*�)�/�à�����)����
��� �-�(�*�)�/���
���2�������#�*�*�'�ß�����-�$�.�/� �)��
�$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-���#�0�.�����)���à��
daughters, parents, and siblings, 
���.���2� �'�'�����.���.� �1� �-���'�����0�)�/�.�à���0�)���'� �.�à��
cousins, nieces, and nephews.

�	���.�.���)�������-�-�$�.�#�������í�¬�°
1975 – 2022
Hassan Parrish, age 47, of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, formerly of 
Shelby, passed away on October 5, 
2022, in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  

���*�#�)�ö���0�.�/�$�)���î���0�.�.�$� �ï��
���$���(�*�)���������í�¬�µ
1983 – 2022
After a courageous battle with 
cancer, Aussie passed away 
at home surrounded by his 
immediate family on August 23, 
�®�¬�®�®�ß���	� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.���2�$�!� �à��
Anna, and his son, Liam. Aussie 
���'�.�*���'� ���1� �.����� �#�$�)�����#�$�.���+���-� �)�/�.�à��
three siblings, nine nieces and 
�)� �+�#� �2�.�à�����)�����(���)�4���'�*�1�$�)�"�����0�)�/�.�à��
uncles, and cousins. Aussie was 
extremely accomplished in his 
professional career, earning 
numerous awards and accolades. 
Committed to making the world a 
better place, Aussie founded his 
�*�2�)���¡�-�(�à�����$���(�*�)�����
���2�����-�����/�$��� �à��
���)�������*�ö�!�*�0�)��� �������#� �����-�$�1���/� ��
�����/�-�$�*�/�.�����*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�à�������)�*�)�ö�+�-�*�¡�/��
�2�#�$���#���#� �'�+�.���$�)�%�0�-� �����(�$�'�$�/���-�4�����)����
defense contractors worldwide. 
In one of his proudest moments, 
Aussie was sworn in at the 
Supreme Court of the United States 
���4�����#�$� �!�����0�.�/�$��� �����*�#�)�����*��� �-�/�.�ß��
�����*�1� �����'�'��� �'�.� �à���#�*�2� �1� �-�à�����0�.�.�$� ���2���.��
most proud of the beautiful life he 
built with Anna and Liam. 

�³�®�������������������������������������
�������
������

Wisconsin-Milwaukee and worked 
�$�)�������1���-�$� �/�4���*�!���+� ���$���/�-�$�����.� �/�/�$�)�"�.��
�*�1� �-���/�#� �����*�0�-�.� ���*�!���­�¬���4� ���-�.�ß�����#� ��
then attended Vermont Law 
�����#�*�*�'�à���"�-�����0���/�$�)�"���2�$�/�#�������%�0�-�$�.��
doctor. Pat went on to practice law 
in Randolph for 25 years, focusing 
on real estate and probate law. She 
was known for her listening skills, 
practical counsel, and high ethical 
�.�/���)�����-���.�ß�����4���!���-���#� �-���"�-� ���/� �.�/���'�*�1� �à��
�#�*�2� �1� �-�à���2���.�����*�$�)�"���/�#�$�)�"�.���2�$�/�#���#� �-��
husband and daughters, of whom 
she was enormously proud.

�­�µ�µ�¬�.�� �� ��
�����1�$�������*�-�(�$� �-�������í�µ�­
1960 – 2023
�����1�$�����"�-� �2���0�+���$�)�����*�)�)� ���/�$���0�/��
and was a graduate of Newington 
�	�$�"�#�������#�*�*�'�à�����-�*�1�$��� �)��� �����*�'�'� �"� �à��
and Vermont Law School. He 
dedicated his career to Collette 
Tours, guiding people around the 
�"�'�*��� ���!�*�-���*�1� �-���¯�¬���4� ���-�.�ß���	�$�.���'�*�1� ��
�*�!���/�-���1� �'���$�)�.�+�$�-� ���������!�-�0�$�/�!�0�'�������-� � �-�à��
�����2�*�)��� �-�!�0�'�'�4�����$�1� �-�.� �����$�-���'� ���*�!��
�!�-�$� �)���.�à�����)���������1� �)�/�0�-� �������-�*�.�.��
�)� ���-�'�4��� �1� �-�4�����*�)�/�$�)� �)�/�ß���
�)���������$�/�$�*�)��
�/�*���#�$�.����� �'�*�1� �����(�*�/�#� �-�à�������1�$�����$�.��
�.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.���*�'��� �-���.�$�.�/� �-�����)����
her husband, as well as his elder 
brother and his wife. He is also 
�.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���.� �1� �-���'���)�$� ��� �.�����)����
nephews, as well as grandnieces 
and grandnephews who held a 
�1� �-�4���.�+� ���$���'���+�'����� ���$�)���î���)���'� �������1� �í�.�ï��
heart. Equally importantly, he 
�'� �¤�������2�*�)��� �-�!�0�'�'�4���.�0�+�+�*�-�/�$�1� �����)����
�����1� �)�/�0�-�*�0�.���"�-�*�0�+���*�!���!�-�$� �)���.���2�#�*��
span the globe.

��� �)�)�$�!� �-�����$�/���#� �'����� �$�)�$�)�"�������í�µ�±
1965 – 2022
A 1987 graduate of Dartmouth 
���*�'�'� �"� �à���2�#� �-� ���.�#� ���-�*�2� �����1���-�.�$�/�4��
���-� �2�à����� �)�)�$�!� �-���(���%�*�-� �����$�)�����-�/��
history and minored geology. She 
� ���-�)� ���������(���.�/� �-�í�.����� �"�-� � ���$�)���­�µ�µ�¬��
�!�-�*�(���/�#� �������'� �������#�*�*�'���*�!�����*�-� �.�/�-�4��

���)�������)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'�����/�0���$� �.�ß��
There, she met Conrad Reining, 
whom she married in 1994. They 
�#���1� ���/�2�*�����#�$�'���-� �)�à�����#���-�'�*�/�/� �����)����
���)����� �'�ß����� �)�)�$�!� �-���-� ��� �$�1� ��������������
from Vermont Law School in 1995, 
graduating magna cum laude and 
third in her class. Early in her 
career, she clerked for the Vermont 
���0�+�-� �(� �����*�0�-�/�����)�����.� �-�1� �������.������
�.�/���¥�����/�/�*�-�)� �4���$�)���/�#� ���������í�.�����¦��� ���*�!��
��� �)� �-���'�����*�0�)�.� �'�ß���
�)���®�¬�¬�±�à����� �)�)�$�!� �-��
took a position as assistant director 
with the Hitchcock Foundation, an 
entity within the Dartmouth Health 
system—based in New Hampshire 
and Vermont—dedicated to aiding 
���)���������1���)���$�)�"���/�#� ���.�/�0���4�����)����
�$�)�1� �.�/�$�"���/�$�*�)���*�!���#�0�(���)�����$�'�(� �)�/�.��
���)�����$�)�%�0�-�$� �.�ß�����#� ����� �����(� ���/�#� ��
�!�*�0�)�����/�$�*�)�í�.��� �3� ���0�/�$�1� �����$�-� ���/�*�-��
and stayed with the organization 
for the rest of her career.

���$�-�"�$�)�$�����
� � �����*�(�$���$���#�������í�µ�±
1953 – 2022
���$�-�"�$�)�$����� ���-�)� �����#� �-���������#� �'�*�-�í�.��
��� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!��
�����.�#�$�)�"�/�*�)�����)���������%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�-��
from Vermont Law School. She 
spent her career working in 
contract negotiations for Boeing. 
�
�)���#� �-���!�-� � ���/�$�(� �à�����$�-�"�$�)�$����� �)�%�*�4� ����
reading and spending time with 
�#� �-����� �'�*�1� �������(� �-�$�����)�����.�&�$�(�*��
���*�"�.�ß�����#� ���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#� �-���.�$�.�/� �-��
and two brothers.

�����-�-�$� ���
� �"�0�.�������í�µ�²
1961 – 2023
Carrie—an outdoor enthusiast—
� �)�%�*�4� �����/�-���1� �'�$�)�"�����)�����.�+�*�&� ���(���)�4��
�'���)�"�0���"� �.�ß�����#� ���2���.���£�0� �)�/���$�)��
Spanish and translated numerous 
academic documents, particularly 
focusing on poetry and philosophy, 
�$�)�/�*�����)�"�'�$�.�#�ß�����¤� �-���"�-�*�2�$�)�"���0�+��
�$�)�����$�)�)� �.�*�/���à�������-�-�$� ���(�*�1� �����/�*��
Walden, Vermont, in the late 1980s. 
���#� ���-� ��� �$�1� �����#� �-���%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�-��
from Vermont Law School in 1996 

and went on to practice at the 
���*�)�/�+� �'�$� �-�ö�����.� �����¡�-�(���
� �"�0�.���ª��
Bisson. She started studying law 
while writing the dissertation for 
her PhD, which she completed  
in 2000. 

�������(����� �-�-�������'�4�������í�µ�´
1970 – 2022
�����	���2���$�$���)���/�$�1� �à���������(���.�+� �)�/���/�#�  
�(���%�*�-�$�/�4���*�!���#�$�.�����#�$�'���#�*�*�����*�)���/�#� ��
�$�.�'���)���à����� �!�*�-� ���#�$�.���!���(�$�'�4���(�*�1� ����
to England and later Canada. 
In 1995, he decided to attend 
law school in Vermont, which is 
where he met his soon-to-be wife, 
���)���-� ���������-�.�/�*�)�������'�4�������í�µ�³. The 
���*�0�+�'� ���(�*�1� �����/�*�����*�-�/�.�(�*�0�/�#�à����� �2��
�	���(�+�.�#�$�-� �à�����¤� �-��� ���-�)�$�)�"���/�#� �$�-���'���2��
degrees and raised two children, 
���$���&�����)�������*�-�"���)�ß���������(���'�*�1� ����
�(���)�4���*�0�/���*�*�-�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�à�����0�/���#� ��
was extremely passionate about 
�.�0�-�¡�)�"�ß�����¤� �-���������#���'�'� �)�"�$�)�"�������/�/�'� ��
with stage four colon cancer, Adam 
passed away in September 2022. 
He is remembered for prioritizing 
family and friends, and always 
�+�0�/�/�$�)�"���*�/�#� �-�.���¡�-�.�/�ß

�®�¬�¬�¬�.�� �� ��
���*�.� �����)�)�������/�.�*�)���������������
�í�¬�¬
1970 – 2021
���-�$�*�-���/�*��� ���-�)�$�)�"���#� �-���%�0�-�$�.�����*���/�*�- 
at Vermont Law School, Rose—a 
���$�.�.�*�0�-�$���)���/�$�1� �ø���/�/� �)��� �����/�#� ��
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$�.�.�*�0�-�$�ö���*�'�0�(���$����
for her undergraduate studies. 
She went on to become an 
accomplished attorney. Rose 
started her career at McLane 
Middleton Professional Assoc., 
��� �!�*�-� ���(�*�1�$�)�"���$�)�/�*���������*�-�+�*�-���/� ��
career where she used her estate 
�+�'���)�)�$�)�"���.�&�$�'�'�.�����.�����)�������1���)��� ����
market attorney with Sun Life. 
���#� ���/�#� �)���(�*�1� �����*�)���.� �-�1� �����.���/�#� ��
���$�-� ���/�*�-���*�!�������1���)��� �����+�'���)�)�$�)�"���2�$�/�#��
Commonwealth Financial Network. 
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THOMAS “TOMI”
� � � � � � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � í �×�Ø

The Vermont Law School community was deeply 
saddened by the unexpected passing of Thomas “Tomi” 
��� �)�)� �'�'�������í�®�¯ in a tragic car accident on Nov. 16, 2021. 

Tomi was a valued member of the school community, 
and its campus and academic programs were greatly 
enriched by his presence and many contributions, 
including his leadership in the Environmental Law 
Society and Energy Law Institute. Remembered across 
campus by many for his kindness and compassion, 
he was a friend to many and a defender of those who 
needed defending. 

His growing passion for energy law was clear, with 
noticeable interest in international energy law and 
policy, and a particular curiosity for Latin American 
energy policy, enhanced by his past summer internship 
in Córdoba, Argentina. Tomi displayed an ability to see 
���*�)�)� ���/�$�*�)�.����� �/�2� � �)�����$�¥� �-� �)�/���/�*�+�$���.�����)�����/�*���0�)�+�����&���/�#� ��
complexities of energy law. His enthusiasm brought 
him to energy law and his intellect allowed him to 
succeed. Tomi also built strong relationships with his 
Institute for Energy and the Environment classmates 
and his passion for energy law and policy was infectious, 
� �1� �)���$�)�.�+�$�-�$�)�"���*�/�#� �-�.���/�*��� �3�+�'�*�-� ���/�#�$�.���¡� �'���ß����

A native of the Pittsburgh area, Tomi was a 2016 
graduate of Fox Chapel Area High School and earned an 
undergraduate degree in international relations from 
UCLA in 2020. He was a second-year JD/MERL student 
who planned to become a law professor and dedicate 
his career to climate justice. 

In addition to his academic pursuits, Tomi loved reading 
and writing short stories, and playing basketball 
and tennis. 

Tomi is survived by his parents Richard Fennell and 
Graciana Rodriguez Vitalie, brothers Lucas, Nicholas, 
and Tobias Fennell, and many loving grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

While the school community continues to grieve at this 
sudden and tragic loss, we are also committed to the 
many positive memories of Tomi, which will inspire 
�*�0�-���!�����0�'�/�4�í�.���/� �����#�$�)�"�����)�����*�0�-���.�/�0��� �)�/�.�í���+���.�.�$�*�)���/�*���2�*�-�&��
harder for a clean energy future.   

Known for his quiet, steadfast nature, Donald C. Baur 
tirelessly advocated on behalf of animals, national 
parks, and the environment. During his many years of 
service, he received the Marine Wildlife Conservation 
Award from the Center for Marine Conservation, the 
1872 Award for Service to the National Parks from the 
Coalition of National Park Service Retirees, and the 
Wings Award for Animal Welfare Advocacy from the 
Pegasus Foundation.

Don received his BA degree, with highest honors, from 
Trinity College and his JD degree from the University of 
��� �)�)�.�4�'�1���)�$���ß���	� ���2�*�-�&� �����$�)���/�#� �����*�'�$���$�/�*�-�í�.�����¦��� ���*�!���/�#� ��
Department of the Interior before serving as the general 
counsel of the U.S. Marine Mammal Commission, and 
he sat on the boards of the National Marine Sanctuary 
Foundation, the Shenandoah National Park Trust,  
and the Environmental Leadership Council of the 
Environmental Law Institute. His publications include 
�/�#� �����(� �-�$�����)�������-�����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�����*�*�&�.���î���)�����)�"� �-� �������+� ���$� �.��
�����/�á���
���2�à�����*�'�$���4�����)������� �-�.�+� ���/�$�1� �.�ï�����)�����î����� ���)�����)�������*���.�/���'��
Law and Policy”.

In addition, Don was a partner in the Environment, 
Energy, and Natural Resources (EER) practice at the 
�����.�#�$�)�"�/�*�)�à�����ß���ß�à���*�¦��� ���*�!����� �-�&�$�)�.�����*�$� ���
�
���à���2�#�$���#��
recognized him in memoriam for his leadership in 
�î���-�$�)�"�$�)�"���/�#� ���¡�-�(�í�.�����������+�-�����/�$��� ���/�*���)���/�$�*�)���'���+�-�*�(�$�)� �)��� ��
and playing a lead role in recruiting and training a 
generation of environmental lawyers.” 

Numerous Vermont Law and Graduate School (VLGS) 
students gained invaluable experience through 
�$�)�/� �-�)�.�#�$�+�.���2�$�/�#�����*�)�í�.���#� �'�+�à�����)�����#� ���2���.�������(� �)�/�*�-���/�*��
�(���)�4���(�*�-� �ß���	� ���2���.�����'�.�*���������#���(�+�$�*�)���*�!�����
�����í�.���)� �2��
Animal Law and Policy Institute. 

���*�)�í�.������� ���)�.�����)�������*���.�/���'���
���2�����'���.�.���2���.���*�)� ���*�!�����
�����í�.��
most popular courses. This is no wonder when you 
look at his incredible pro bono work to help whales, 
�.� �����*�/�/� �-�.�à�����)�����/�#� ���*��� ���)�.�ß�����)� ���)�*�/�����'� �������.� ���2���.���2�#� �)��
he represented Keiko the orca, who was featured in 
�/�#� �����$�.�)� �4���(�*�1�$� ���î���-� � �����$�'�'�4�ï�ß�����$�/�#�����*�)�í�.�����*�)�/�$�)�0� ����
� �¥�*�-�/�.�à����� �$�&�*���2���.���¡�)���'�'�4���!�-� � �����!�-�*�(���/�#� �����-� �"�*�)�����*���.�/��
Aquarium in 1998.

Up until just days before he died, Don also worked 
tirelessly on behalf of Lolita, the endangered Southern 
Resident Killer Whale who was held captive at the Miami 
Seaquarium in the smallest orca tank in the world for 
more than half a century. 

These are only two of the many contributions Don 
has made to animal rights, ocean conservation, parks, 
and the environment. Through his demonstration of 
perseverance and quiet determination, Don Baur has 
�$�)�.�+�$�-� �������)�����$�)�£�0� �)��� �����(���)�4���"� �)� �-���/�$�*�)�.���*�!��
environmental and animal lawyers.   

     

DONALD C. BAUR



Kenneth Kreiling passed away peacefully on February 
�®�à���®�¬�®�°�ß�����*�-�)���$�)�����#�$�+�+� �2���������'�'�.�à�����
���*�)�����0�)� ���®�°�à���­�µ�°�­�à����� �)��
�2���.���/�#� ���.�*�)���*�!���/�#� ���'���/� �����*�-�(���)�����)�����
�$�'�'�$���)�����-� �$�'�$�)�"�ß���	� ��
�-� ��� �$�1� ���������������#� �'�*�-�í�.����� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(�������-�,�0� �/�/� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�à��
�(���.�/� �-�í�.�����)�����'���2����� �"�-� � �.���!�-�*�(���/�#� �����)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$�.���*�)�.�$�)��
���)�������)�������1���)��� �����'���2����� �"�-� � ���!�-�*�(���	���-�1���-�������)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4�ß��
He began his career as a research associate at the 
���)�$�1� �-�.�$�/�4���*�!�����$�.���*�)�.�$�)���
�)�.�/�$�/�0�/� ���!�*�-����� �.� ���-���#���*�)���
���2��
���)�������*�1� �-�/�4�ß���	� ���/�#� �)���2�*�-�&� �����2�$�/�#���/�#� ����� �2���	���1� �)���
� �"���'��
���.�.�$�.�/���)��� �����.�.�*���$���/�$�*�)�ß���
�)���­�µ�³�²�à���#� ���%�*�$�)� �����/�#� ���!�����0�'�/�4��
at Vermont Law School where he was an accomplished 
�.���#�*�'���-���$�)���.���$� �)�/�$�¡�������)����� �3�+� �-�/��� �1�$��� �)��� �ß����� �)���'�*�1� ����
the law, teaching, researching, and learning. He also 
� �)�%�*�4� �����/�-���1� �'�$�)�"�à�����*�*�&�$�)�"�à�����)�����.�+� �)���$�)�"���/�$�(� ���2�$�/�#���#�$�.��
�!���(�$�'�4�����)�����!�-�$� �)���.�ß���
�)���-� ���$���'�4���.�(���-�/�à���&�$�)�������)�����'�*�1�$�)�"�à��
��� �)���2�$�'�'����� ���(�$�.�.� �������4�����'�'���2�#�*���2� �-� ���+�-�$�1�$�'� �"� �����/�*���&�)�*�2��
him.

��� �)���$�.���.�0�-�1�$�1� �������4���#�$�.����� �'�*�1� �����2�$�!� �à�����'���)���#� �����*���#���%�.�&�$��
���-� �$�'�$�)�"�à�����)���������0�"�#�/� �-�à�����'�$�5����� �/�#���	�0�)�/�à���#� �-���#�0�.�����)����
Scott Lollis, and their children, William, Matthew, and 
���0�'�$���ß���	� �����'�.�*���'� ���1� �.���#�$�.���.�$�.�/� �-�������/�#� �-�$�)� �����*�'�'�*�(�����)�����#� �-��
�#�0�.�����)������� �'�1�$�)�à���/�#� �$�-�������0�"�#�/� �-���
�*�-�$�����)�����.�*�)�����$�(�*�/�#�4�à��
�#�$�.���2�$�!� �����-� ���#�����)�����/�#� �$�-�����#�$�'���-� �)�����*�*�+� �-�����)������� �)�)� ���4�ß��
Those who wish may make donations for scholarships 
�$�)����� �)�í�.���)���(� ���/�*���/�#� �������/� �-���0�-�4�����*�/���-�4�����'�0���à���/�#� �����/� �-�)��
Center for Language and Learning, or Vermont Law and 
Graduate School. 

     

KENNETH KREILING
���*�(� ���*�!���#�$�.���+�-� �1�$�*�0�.���+�-�*�!� �.�.�$�*�)���'��� �3�+� �-�$� �)��� ���$�)���'�0��� �.�����.���/�#� ��
director of power market policy at Long Island Power Authority; 
���.�.�*���$���/� �����$�-� ���/�*�-���*�!��� �)� �-�"�4���+�-�����/�$��� �����/�������1�$�"���)�/�����*�)�.�0�'�/�$�)�"���
�)���ß��
Resource Management International; director of energy policy 
�!�*�-���/�#� �����$�/�4���*�!����� �2�����*�-�&�â���1���-�$�*�0�.���+�*�.�$�/�$�*�)�.���$�)���-���/� �.�����)�����+�'���)�)�$�)�"��
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of the City of Rutland, Vt. He also assisted and supported many 
local and Vermont organizations that strengthen the community. 
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becoming board chair of what was then the Rutland Land Trust, 
now the Housing Trust of Rutland County.
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commenced and immediately died.
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and who were the light of his life. He has three siblings, Deborah 
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aunt, whose 100th birthday he recently celebrated with family 
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be for each of us—please take time for yourself, spend time with 
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gathering will be held when he is buried in Proctor in   
the spring. 
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there were many family gatherings throughout the year, whether 
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dinners. He was always surrounded by nature, curiosity, and a 
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together decades ago in Chittenden, Vt., and made their own. There 
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sweet, with dogs at his feet, and noticing a red cardinal or blue 
bunting, and all those chickadees. He would not miss a Saturday 
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skiing and many other sports; deer-hunting season; music; reading; 
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He constantly thought about the next generation of learners and 
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energy technology and policy for the Institute for Energy and the 
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and experiences, beyond campus, in Vermont and in New 
Hampshire communities, as well as in Cuba.

He considered his students, fellows, coworkers, other faculty and 
alum as part of his family. He mentored, guided, enlightened, 
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hunting, making personal phone calls to current and former 
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experience working in the energy sector. He always made himself 
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or elsewhere. VLGS has a special Tributes Page, with information 
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students, fellows, alum, faculty and colleagues from VLGS, as well 
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that process, “The Electric Battery: Charging Forward to a Low-
�����-���*�)�����0�/�0�-� �ï�����)�����î�������(���-�/� �-�à�����-� � �)� �-�����-�$���á�����*�-�"�$�)�"�����)�1�$�-�*�)�(� �)�/���'��
���-�*�"�-� �.�.�����#�-�*�0�"�#�����(���-�/�����)� �-�"�4�����*�'�$���$� �.�����)������� ���#�)�*�'�*�"�$� �.�ß�ï����� �1�$�)��
also published numerous articles and chapters in many publications 
and participated as a panel member or facilitator at energy-related 
conferences in the U.S. and throughout the world. He had 
memberships in national and international associations, which 
he used to keep in contact with current and former colleagues 
and to keep current.
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R. ALLAN PAUL

Former president of the VLGS Board of Trustees and 
Trustee Emeritus  R. Allan Paul  passed away at home on 
Jan. 3, 2022.
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on the Board of Trustees from 1994 to 2004, and as its 
president from 1995 to 2001. He received an honorary 
degree from Vermont Law School in 2006.

Paul began his legal career with renowned Burlingto n 
lawyer Pearly Feen, and in 1968, he, along with Jos eph 
Frank and Peter Collins, formed Paul Frank and Colli ns. 
���'�'���)���.� �-�1� �������.���$�/�.���!�*�0�)���$�)�"���+�-� �.�$��� �)�/���!�*�-���/�#� ���¡�-�.�/���®�²���4� ���-�.��
of its now 53-year history.

His extensive resume of civic and professional 
contributions includes service as a member of the 
boards of Banknorth Group, Inc., the Vermont Business 
Roundtable, and the Greater Burlington Industrial 
Corporation. He served as a member of the board of 
trustees of the University of Vermont from 1976 to 1982 
and again from 1984 to 1990, and was chair of the board 
from 1981 to 1982. He was a member of the Vermont 
Racing Commission, including as chair from 1977 to 

1989, and served as president of the National Association 
of State Racing Commissioners. He served as a member 
of the City of Burlington Board of Aldermen and City 
Council from 1965 to 1969. In 2006, Paul was named the 
��� �-�(�*�)�/�����#���(��� �-���*�!�����*�(�(� �-��� �í�.�����$�/�$�5� �)���*�!��
the year.

Paul received his AB degree from the University of 
Vermont in 1953, and his JD from the Columbia Unive rsity 
School of Law in 1956.

Those who knew him well say that Paul loved his 
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countless dance recitals, gymnastic and swim meets, 
and musical performances, and felt truly blessed to 
have many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Elsie, daughters 
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(Eric) Mittenthal, and eight grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.   
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Montpelier, Vt., on April 19, 2021, nearly three years 
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School in 2016. During her time as a student, she 
interned at the South Royalton Legal Clinic, and along 
with fellow alumna ��� �.�.����� �/�#�����*�*�&�.�������í�­�²�à�����-���¤� �������)����
advocated for an expungement bill that was ultimately 
signed into law by former Vermont Governor Peter 
Shumlin in 2015. Both former students in Professor 
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Rooks envisioned an earned expungement program to 
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and reconnect with their communities. 
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White River Junction, Vt. In that role, she served as the 
dedicated prosecutor for the Windsor County Special 
Investigative Unit, which is a multi-disciplinary team 
that focuses on sex crimes and other serious crimes 
against children. She also volunteered her time as part 
of the VLS alumni mentoring program.
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Master of Social Work from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
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was working to help others. She became a proponent 
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ultimately utilize to end her own life, on her own terms. 
Just a week prior to her death she appeared on Vermont 
Public Radio to advocate for changes to the law that 
would make it more humane, and easier, for terminally 
ill patients to comply with its regulations. In her  obituary, 
which she wrote herself, she thanked the legislators 
and lobbyists who worked to pass the law. 
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parents, Linda and Terry; her most beloved nieces; and 
her dear ones Meghan, Eric, and Jess.”  
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WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE 
YOU IN SORO,SWANS!

Find all the latest details 
at ���$�/�ß�'�4���1�'�"�.�ö�-� �0�)�$�*�)�ö�®�¬�®�°.

Mark your calendars and plan to attend 
��� �0�)�$�*�)���®�¬�®�°�ä�����#�$�.���4� ���-�í�.���2� � �&� �)�����*�!��
�!� �.�/�$�1�$�/�$� �.���2�$�'�'���*�¥� �-���*�+�+�*�-�/�0�)�$�/�$� �.���/�*��
�-� ���*�)�)� ���/���2�$�/�#���*�'�����!�-�$� �)���.�à���+���-�/�$���$�+���/� ��
�$�)����� �'� ���-���/�*�-�4�������/�$�1�$�/�$� �.�à���"� �/���/�#� ���'���/� �.�/��
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engage with beloved members of 
���
�����í�.���!�����0�'�/�4�����)�����.�/���¥�ß�����'�'�����'�0�(�)�$��
are encouraged to attend. Members 
of class years ending in four and 
nine will be celebrating special 
milestones with a group 
dinner and more.

JOIN US FOR 
REUNION 2024
���0�)� ���®�´�÷�¯�¬
South Royalton, Vermont



STUNNING VIEW FROM KENT’S LEDGE IN SOUTH ROYALTON, VERMONT.
 PHOTOGRAPH BY ALYSSA SHEA JD/MELP’24.


