
Restorative 

Justice for 

Animals
Presented by Kelly Ahrens,

Youth Restorative Programs Manager



Developing an intervention program

• Assessment tool, 23 questions

• Breaking the Chain

Royal

Society for the

Prevention of 

Cruelty to

Animals



"If we can't look at 
the worst thing 

someone has done, 
how can we expect 

them to?"



Our Process

 Welfare Needs – Humans & 

Animals

 Identifying Cruelty

 Animal Feelings

 What triggers Cruelty?

 Revisiting the incident

 Impact and Consequences

 Triggers and Action Planning



Restorative Outcomes



YOUTH & RJ

 Offense-based to needs-

based

 Providing variety of 

engagement options that are 

structured and supported

 Equal access to support

 Brain development

 Strengthening sense 

of community

Adapted from Paul McCord and Ted 

Wachtel


