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Zoonotic Diseases

• Since its emergence in late 2019, the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus has caused a 
pandemic of respiratory disease 
known as Covid-19 that as of 
yesterday has caused almost 6 million 
deaths. 

• COVID-19 falls into the category of 
diseases called “zoonotic diseases”-
AKA an infection or infectious disease 
transmissible between domestic or 
wild animals and humans.

• Other examples of zoonotic diseases 
include: rabies, plague, brucellosis, 
swine flu, avian influenza, etc.







SARS-CoV-2 & the 

danger of factory 

farming wildlife

• The living conditions in fur farms, 
which keep animals in close proximity 
and at high densities, are a hot-bed for 
disease activity.

• Captive mink raised for their fur are 
among the most vulnerable nonhuman 
animals susceptible to catching and 
spreading SARS-CoV-2. 

• Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
more than 20,000 captive mink on U.S. 
mink farms have died from the 
disease, while in Europe millions more 
have either died from the disease or 
been killed to prevent its spread.



NY Times Magazine: Animals Infecting Humans Is Scary. It’s Worse When 
We Infect them Back (Jan. 19, 2022)





Mustelids of North America

• Kingdom - Animals - Animalia
• Phylum - Vertebrates - Craniata

• Class - Mammals - Mammalia

• Order - Carnivores - Carnivora

• Family - Weasels - Mustelidae

• Species - American Mink

Mustela vison
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