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Sudoku Cryptic Pic
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This is an actual photograph.

6 1 ) 3 3 To win a $15 mystery gift card,
be the first to correctly identify
the image and email me.

. Answer to February Cryptic Pic:
SCC Apfll 1SSuc Of FORUM fOI' Burning wood and embers from a
solutions to these puzzles... campfire. (Winner: Peter Keays)

JUMBLE
~Just for Pun~

By StAacy TATMAN & RY MEYER
Forum Staff
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March’s Student Spotli

By DANA CHRISTENSEN

“Ilisten to a lot of Grateful
Dead.” This may be a not all
that surprising response to the
question of one’s favorite music
answered by a VLS student, but
it is telling of Walter Warner’s
unique background. Born and
raised in Jeffersonville, New
York, just a few miles away from
the site of the original Woodstock
music festival, Walter Warner
grew up listening to the rock icons
that played there in the summer
of 1969, influenced mainly by
the people who settled in the area
after the show ended. Walter’s
family came to Sullivan County
not because of hippie culture,
but to have land of their own
to farm. His father immigrated
from an agrarian village in the
West Indies to buy land and
start an apple orchard. There
he married Walter’s mother,
also an immigrant from Mexico.
During the week Walter’s father
commuted to Brooklyn to work
as a mechanic, traveling back to
the orchard on the weekends to
tend to the apples and animals.
While the only black kid in the
neighborhood, Walter and his
family felt at home with the other
farmers working to make a living
off the land. Growing up, some
of his closest family friends were
Jewishdairy farmers from Eastern
Europe, who kept the cultural
character of the “Borscht Belt”
alive in the Catskill Mountains.

Walter spent his early
years working on the orchard,
riding three wheelers (before
the government banned them)
with his friends, and, as an only
child, entertaining himself down
on the farm. After graduating
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high school, he worked in the
other major industry in Sullivan
County—tourism—as a waiter.
While the lifestyle suited him
in his early 20s, by the time
he was 25, Walter was getting
bored and moved back and forth
between New Orleans, New
York, and Washington, DC as a
salesman. That soon grew tiring,
so Walter got his commercial
driver’s license and bought a
truck in order to make his living
traveling all over the country.
It was during his travels that he
first fell for Vermont, as well as
the Pacific Northwest, because
of the mountains and friendly
people. Truck driving, along
with a reason to travel, gave
Walter plenty of time to sit and
think about what he wanted to
do with his life. He thought,
“I could either spend my life
looking at the world through a
windshield, but I decided that
I would rather be out in it.”

Walter sold his truck
to finance a vending business
in Tallahassee in order to pay
his way through school at
Florida State University, where
he graduated with honors in
anthropology in 2006. Although
he was never much interested in
academics in high school, at age
32 Walter set out to make the most
of his undergraduate experience,
including going far with his
interest in archaeology. For two
years he worked on an excavation
project in Southeastern Hungary,
researching for his senior thesis
on early Copper Age ceramics
and mentoring other students in
the program. After graduating,
Walter stayed in Florida to
dissolve his vending business
before “shovelbumming” with
his future wife and former
archaeology classmate Nancy,
digging up and studying the
past, primarily in the Southeast.

After a few years of
archaecology  work, = Walter
became concerned about
the ethics involved with the
profession.  Originally, Walter
decided on law school in order
to further protect America’s
rich cultural history that he saw
being put up for sale. He wanted
to work with archaeologists to
document and preserve history,
as opposed to visiting sites just to
note the past before destroying it.
While still interested in pursuing
cultural resource management,
Walter became passionate about
employment and immigrant
rights law while at VLS,
particularly after writing about
the Legal Arizona Workers Act in
appellate advocacy this past fall.
As the son of two immigrants,
Walter believes that hard working
immigrants and other minorities
should be afforded a voice, since
immigrants worked hard and
contributed so much in making
this country great and diverse.
While his interests may seem far
apart as a JD/MELP candidate,
Walter plans to incorporate
them all into his future career.

Walter is a man of many
hats here in Vermont. You
may have seen him mentoring
students with the Academic
Success Program, supporting the
staff and student clinicians at the
South Royalton Legal Clinic,
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volunteering at the Vermont

Worker’s Rights Hotline, or
moonlighting at the library
circulation desk. This summer
he will intern at the state Attorney
General’s office, investigating
workplace discrimination claims.

As a 2L who has been
around the block in both law
school and in the real world,
Walter’s advice is to take things
in stride. When something fails
to work out as planned, “you
have to pick yourself up, dust
yourself off, and move on,” since
things have an uncanny way of
working themselves out in the
long run. Walter recommends
taking the time to soak in and
enjoy one’s  surroundings.
When he is not busy with law
school, he likes to spend time
with Nancy exploring Vermont,
cooking with local organic
produce, and gardening. One
cannot help but notice Walter’s
friendly and easygoing nature—
refreshing in a stressful law
school environment. Perhaps he
picked up this positive demeanor
somewhere in Sullivan County,
or after hours of reflection on the
road. Regardless of the “long
strange trip it’s been,” Walter
continues to make the most of
his life, working hard without
sacrificing self-satisfaction.



