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2010 Norman Williams Lecture -

Sustainable Communities for a Sustainable State: California’s Efforts to Curb Sprawl and Cut Emissions

Above: Mary Nichols, chairman of the California Air Resources Board. Photo
Courtesy of Kevin Schrems

By Kevin Schrems - Forum Editor-in-Chief, Class of 2011

For the chairman of the California Air Resources Board
to discuss land use and sustainable communities to Vermont Law
students takes a lot of courage. At least, that is what Mary Nichols
of the CARB commented as she began her presentation on Thurs-
day, Feb. 4, in the Chase Community Center. The track record of
combating vehicle emissions and global warming is not terriyc,
according to Nichols, especially in tough economic times and also
while she and her agency have to dodge accusations of being a
. “job killer”. However, Nichols felt that certain milestones were
worth talking about.

One of the focal policies directing California into address-
ing issues of greenhouse gas emissions is the 2008 California
Senate Bill 375 - the yrst movement in the area of state level
incentives and actions on land use planning. SB 375’s purpose,
according to Nichols, is to achieve reductions in greenhouse gases
through requirements for integrated transportation and land use
planning. Indeed, Nichols “believes it will be a motivator in times
to come as we begin to experience the effects of global warming”.

However, Nichols thinks some issues that might delay the
success of the Bill. For example, Nichols notes that Californians
(A love their cars; California’s challenge is the size and constant
growth of mobile sources. California also is unique in climate con-
ditions and geography in that it converts emissions into

See Williams - page 7

VLS Students and Faculty at the Tuck Business & Society Conference

On February 11 and 12, Dartmouth
College’s Tuck School of Business held their
eighth annual Business & Society Confer-
ence in Hanover, NH. Many Vermont Law
School students and faculty and attended and
participated in the events. This year’s Confer-
ence theme, “Building a New Model: Resource
Constraints on the Path to Prosperity,” focused
on resource management and sustainability. The
events included keynote speeches by business
leaders (from companies such as Google and
IBM) and prominent policymakers, panels of
industry experts moderated by Tuck and VLS
faculty members, and informal events such as a
cocktail reception and lunch discussion. VLS
and VLS’s Institute for Energy and the Environ-
ment were among the contributing sponsors for
the two-day Conference.

By Brian E.J. Martin, Class of 2010

More than two-dozen VLS students reg-
istered for the Conference, which provides law
students the opportunity to venture beyond the
typical legal parameters of social and environ-
mental issues. Katherine Amestoy (J.D. class
of 2011) explained her reasons for attending:
“The conference provided a valuable insight
into the future of energy policy and develop-
ment. As a law student, business and economic
concerns aren’t necessarily at the forefront of
our discussions in the same way they are for
a business student or executive.” As Theo-
dore Fetter (J.D. Class of 2012) added, “It was
special to hear such knowledgeable speakers
discuss the challenges and successes regard-
ing green and socially-minded enterprise. This
year’s BCS was very informative, especially
for someone like me who’s interested in social-

entrepreneurship, energy law, and water issues/
rights.”

Opening keynote speaker Jon Iwata of
IBM set the tone for the conference by describ-
ing the expansive view with which his company
views the challenges surrounding issues such
as energy efyciency. He described how IBM
perceives resource management solutions,
such as smart grid development, and how this
has opened up new business for the blue chip
company. lwata described how IBM’s “Smarter
Planet” initiatives have provided business solu-
tions that aid their customers while improving
the environment, such as by developing smarter
railways and train cars to haul more freight,
which in turn reduces carbon emissions by de-
creasing long-distance trucking.

See Tuck Conference - page 5
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March Upcoming Events

By Victor Sinadinoski

Events Columnist

VERMONT LAW SCHOOL EVENTS

SURROUNDING COMMUNITY EVENTS

VLS Spring Recess
March 6th T 14th

ILS Second Annual Empty Bowl Beneyt
March 15th @ 12pm T 6pm
Chase Community Center

Vermont Supreme Court Visit
March 17th @ 9:30 am
Oakes Hall

St. Patrick’s Day Party/VLS Women’s Rugby Scholarship Fund
Raiser

March 19th @ 9pm

Crossroads Bar & Grill

1L Law and Politics Series
March 22nd @ 5:30 pm
Chase Community Center

Meatout Monday
March 22nd @12:45
Chase Community Center

VJEL Annual Symposium
March 26th from 8:30am-3:30pm

Chase Community Center

All You Can Eat Pancake Brunch
Sponsored by the VLS Women’s Rugby Club
March 27th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Crossroads Bar & Grill
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Understanding Climate Change Locally Lecture by Dr. Lesley-Ann
Dupigny-Giroux

March 11th @ 6:30 pm

Castleton State College, Castleton, VT

Oak Ridge Boys
March 11th @ 3:30 pm
Flynn Center, Burlington, VT

Vermont Boat and Marine Show
March 12th T 14th
Robert E. Miller Expo Centre, Essex Jct., VT

Blues Bash
March 13th @ 7 pm
Studio Place Arts, Barre, VT

North American Telemark Festival
March 14th
Mad River Glenn Ski Area, VT

U.S. Open Snowboarding Championships
March 15th T 22nd
Stratton Mountain, VT

Natalie MacMaster on Fiddle Concert
March 18th @ 8 pm
Paramount Theatre, Rutland, VT

7th Annual Vermont Antique Ski Race
March 20th @ 10:30 am
Suicide Six Ski Area, VT

Bryan Adams Concert— The Bare Bones Tour
March 22nd @ 8 pm
Paramount Theatre, Rutland, VT

Mount Snow’s Bud Light ReggaeFest
March 26th T 28th
Mount Snow, West Dover, VT

Forum encourages our readers to submit ar-
ticles of general interest to the Vermont Law
School community. To keep Forum open to
all, we request that you keep articles to ap-
proximately 1/2 page (subject to space avail-
able). Photographs are also welcome. We

reserve the right to edit all articles and will
refuse to publish if we deem them offensive
or not considerate of the Forum audience.
Avrticles may be sent to:
forum@vermontlaw.edu
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Events and Other Happenings

Barrister’s Book Shop VJEL Annual Symposium - March 26, 2010

On Friday March, 26 the Vermont Journal of Environmental Law (VJEL) will be host-

182 Chelsea Street ing their annual symposium. This year’s theme is “Surviving and Thriving: Climate
Change Adaptation and Mitigation.” Come hear three panels exploring issues relating
to climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies in the agriculture, energy, and

SOUth Royalton, Vermont water sectors. The day will culminate with a keynote address given by Victor Flatt, the
05068 Thomas F. and Elizabeth Taft Distinguished Professor in Environmental Law; Director,
Center for Law, Environment, Adaptation, and Resources (CLEAR) at the University
1 N y of North Carolina School of Law. The symposium is in Chase Center beginning at
1-802-763-7170 8:30 and will end around 3:30.
Website:
www.vermontlaw.edu/ ;
b rict VLS Women’s Rugby Event Announcements
arristers

Annual St. Patrick’s Day Fundraiser
The VLS Women’s Rugby team will be hosting its annual fundraiser at
Crossroads, Friday, March 19th at 9:00 pm. All proceeds will sponsor local
high school girls to attend summer sports camps. Come out and celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day, and contribute to the scholarship fund! Buy tickets during the
week after spring break in the Chase Breezeway. Tickets are $5 each. The

I\/Iaple Open House Weekend price includes food and beverages, singing, dancing, rafpes, and leprechaun
. ightings!
at Turkey Hill Farm SIgTNgS

“All You Can Eat Pancake Brunch”
Sponsored by the VLS Women’s Rugby Club
When: Saturday, March 27 - 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Where: Crossroads
*All proceeds support the VLS Women’s Rugby Club and their fans

March 26-28: 10am-4pm

Sugaring in the old-Vermont tradition, with buckets and horses.
Walk-thru tours, samples, refreshments, syrup for sale. Randolph
Center, VT. Directions to the farm at TurkeyHillFarmVt.com,
802-728-7064.

General Practice Program Orientation Invites First-Year Students To Apply
By Susan B. Apel, Professor and Director, GPP

The General Practice Program will hold its orientation and recruitment session on
Thursday, March 25 at 12:45 p.m. in Oakes 110. All yrst-year students are welcome
and urged to attend. Refreshments will be served.

Life beyond the yrst year involves choices. The General Practice Program is a two-
year, 4 credit-per-semester program that will help to prepare you to practice law. It

is for any qualiyed student who wants to learn how to interview and counsel a client,
draft a will or a business plan, negotiate an international deal or a settlement agree-
ment, conduct a deposition in a personal injury case, or close a real estate deal. Our
faculty includes some VLS professors whom you already know, and some topnotch
adjunct faculty who are successful practicing attorneys. GPP students have diverse
career goals, and our GPP alumni work at large yrms, small yrms, government of-
yces, NGOs (environmental and other), and non-proyts across the country (and one in
Paris!)

At the meeting on March 25, you will hear from GPP faculty, current students, and
GPP graduates, who will speak about how the program has helped them in obtaining
employment and in making the transition from student to practicing lawyer. The ap-
plication process will be explained along with deadlines for applying.

Please join us. If any questions, I can be reached at sapel@vermontlaw.edu. We look

Above: Professor Apel meets with students. forward to seeing you on March 25

Photo Courtesy of Betsy Sponable.







