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Happy Holidays from Forum!

Speciýc Performance Performs ñLive! From VLSò

Above: Speciýc Performance actors, dancers, and singers come out for the traditional 
ñcurtain callò reminiscent of the popular television show ñSaturday Night Liveò. Photo 
Courtesy of Brandon Gillen. For more pictures, turn to page 8 (back page).

	 As home of the top Envi-
ronmental Law program, the VLS 
community has heard about the 
United Nations Climate Confer-
ence.  It takes place from De-
cember 7th through the 18th in 
Copenhagen, Denmark while VLS 
students turn up the heat, feverish-
ly laboring during ýnals.  Here is 
a very little bit of general informa-
tion on the Conference. 
	 Almost twenty years have 
passed since 192 nations met in 
Rio de Janeiro and adopted the 
United Nations Framework Con-

vention on Climate Change.  This 
Convention provided a basis for 
world response to climate change.  
It facilitated information sharing 
between signatories, primarily to 
compile information about human 
emissions.  In its original form, 
this pact did not to set any con-
crete goals regarding emissions.  
	 Twelve years ago, 37 
nations beefed up that pact with 
a protocol—the Kyoto Proto-
col—and set concrete targets for 
human emissions.  However, the 
Kyoto Protocol’s goals have not 

been met, and the signatories must 
renew or renegotiate this treaty by 
2012. 
	 That in mind, the Copen-
hagen Conference aims to pro-
duce a treaty by bringing together 
negotiators, ofýcials, and world 
leaders.  These participants will 
seek agreement.  Of course, agree-
ment will not likely come easily in 
this complex, comprehensive, and 
multilateral negotiation.  None-
theless, participants endeavor to 
fairly and effectively forge a long-
term plan that signatories can soon 

begin to implement. 
	 A UN website, http://www.
unfccc.int, offers a great deal of 
information about the Conference.  
Conference schedules, docu-
ments, background, and updates 
are just some of the features of 
this comprehensive website.  More 
importantly, you can follow the 
experience vicariously through 
VLS students and faculty who will 
attend the Conference and post 
updates on their blog at http://vl-
scopenhagen.wordpress.com/. 

All Eyes on Copenhagen 

	 In its near ýve year history, the biannual Spe-
ciýc Performance show brings out the best that VLS 
has to offer - students who take time out of their busy 
lives to perform and entertain their fellow classmates. 
This year’s show continued the tradition.
	 This year’s show included a satirical newscast, 
reporting on issues at Vermont Law School and South 
Royalton.  The audience was also provided with “im-
portant” public service announcements, and a video 
visit from LeVar Burton’s “Reading Rainbow.”  	
	 The dance routines got the audience “hoppin” 
as choreographed moves interpreted such songs as 
“Apologize”, “Smooth Criminal” and “Boom Boom 
Pow”. 
	 No show would be complete without songs 
and music performed by fellow students. The Barb 
Cragan Band, the Emergency Band, and other talent-
ed singers and performers “brought the house down.”
	 Speciýc Performance co-creator, Jami Wester-
hold was in attendance and even took the stage to 
get the audience involved in the rendition of “Mony, 
Mony.”
	 Bravo Speciýc Performance participants. We 
look forward to next semester’s show!

By Kevin Schrems
Editor-in-Chief

By Todd M. Heine
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December Upcoming Events

My Three Angels
Dec. 4th – Dec. 6th
Hyde Park Opera House, Hyde Park, VT

Burlingtonôs First Friday Art Walk
Dec. 4th @ 5 pm
Burlington, VT

Santa Claus Is Coming to Montpelier!
Dec. 5th @ 4:30 pm
Montpelier City Center, VT

The Toys Take Over Christmas
Dec. 5th and 6th @ 10 am, 2 pm, 6pm
Royal Tyler Theatre, Burlington

Vermontôs Approach to Health Care Reform Conference
Dec. 7th @ 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Sheraton Hotel, South Burlington, VT

Vienna Boys Choir
Dec. 11th @ 7:30 pm
Woostock Town Hall Theatre, Woodstock VT

Charity Poker Tourney to Beneýt the Moose Foundation
Dec. 13th at Noon
Essex Junction, VT

Switchfoot Concert
Dec. 14th @ 8:30 pm
Higher Ground, South Burlington

The Christmas Revels: A Scottish Celebration of the Winter Solstice
Dec. 17th – 20th
Spaulding Auditorium, Hanover, NH

Big Bad VooDoo Daddyôs Wild & Swingin Holiday Party
Dec. 17th @ 8 pm
Paramount Theatre, Rutland, VT

Vermont Symphony Orchestra
Dec. 18th @ 7:30 pm
Congregational Church, Rutland, VT

Friday Night Flicks ñScroogeò
Dec. 18th @ 7:30 pm
Vergennes Opera House, Vergennes, VT

Vermontôs Own Nutcracker 
Dec. 19th and 20th
Flynn Center, Burlington, VT

Island Pond Christmas Bird Count
Dec. 21st 
Northwoods Stewardship Center
East Charleston, VT

By Victor Sinadinoski
Events Columnist
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Join the Forum Facebook Fan page:
ñForum - The Vermont Law School newspaperò

Forum encourages our readers to submit ar-
ticles of general interest to the Vermont Law 
School community.  To keep Forum open to 
all, we request that you keep articles to ap-
proximately 1/2 page (subject to space avail-
able). Photographs are also welcome.  We 
reserve the right to edit all articles and will 
refuse to publish if we deem them offensive 
or not considerate of the Forum audience.  
Articles may be sent to:

forum@vermontlaw.edu

SURROUNDING COMMUNITY EVENTS

SUMMER
LAW STUDY 

in

Barcelona
Florence
London
Moscow
Dublin
Oxford
Paris

STUDY ABROAD
5998 Alcalá Park, LS 310 

San Diego, CA 92110-2492
Email: cking@sandiego.edu 

www.sandiego.edu/lawabroad
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