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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE FORUM STAFF!

Speciýc Performance: VLS Gets Groove Back!  
By Luke Riaz

VLS Arts and Entertainment Correspondent
	 The house lights faded down and the spotlights cast a shimmering glow onto the stage.  Chase was a packed house, every seat taken, and 
many standing in the back.  The free beer þowed like wine as the show began with comedy duo/hosts Christine Breen and Brad Leiser.  Each act 
gained thunderous applause as the audience was treated to stand-up comedy, live skits, live music and dance performances led by Cheryl Feinberg.  
We heard the news from VLS with Em Syrewicze and Katelyn Bush.  We watched Hanna and Dudley cram marshmallows in their mouths and 
learned from Falko, Riaz and John that a good job really is hard to ýnd.  We herd music from Will Tucker and the Torfeasors as well as a duet 
performance of ñBaby its Cold Outsideò and an a cappella rendition of ñDonôt stop believingò straight out of Glee.  Sound man Scott Woodward 
got everyone to sing Brittany Spears without much trouble.  We were also treated to an informational speech from the renown Professor Stephan 
Neydoo.   The show ended with a ñshow stoppingò dance performance and the audience screamed for more.  I know I had a great time , and I hope 
everyone else did too.

 Photos by Bart Devon
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December Upcoming Events at Vermont Law School
For updates check the VLS events calendar:

http://www.vermontlaw.edu/News_and_Events/Events.htm

15-22 Examination Period •Good Luck!  Study Hard!

15-16 Student Appreciation Days! %ÎÊÏÙ ÃÏǟÅÅȟ ÓÎÁÃËÓ Ǫ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ 
Ô×Ï ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ ÅØÁÍÓȢ 0ÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÕÌÔÙ Ǫ ÓÔÁǟ ÉÎ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȦ

17 (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 0ÁÒÔÙ ÆÏÒ &ÁÃÕÌÔÙ Ǫ 3ÔÁǟ ΨɀΣΣ0-Ƞ 4ÈÒÅÅ 3ÔÁÌÌÉÏÎ )ÎÎ ÉÎ 2ÁÎÄÏÌÐÈ 
Ɇ0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȦ

24 Christmas Eve Holiday •6,3 ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÄȢ

Save these JANUARY dates!

10-11 1L Boot Camp 6,3 #ÁÍÐÕÓ Ɇ ΤȤÄÁÙ -!.$!4/29 ÅÖÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ !,, Σ,ÓȢ

12 Spring Classes Begin!  Monday Class Schedule Followed.

13 Tuesday Class Schedule Followed.

SBA Meeting ΣΤȡΦΧ ɀ Τ0-Ƞ #ÈÁÓÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒ Ɇ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÁÔÅȢ

Gus Speth’s E.F. Shumacher Lecture ΧȡΥΡ ɀ Ω 0-Ƞ /ÁËÅÓ ΡΡΩȢ
14 1L Spring Orientation ΣΤȡΦΧ ɀ Τ0-Ƞ #ÈÁÓÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ

18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration ΣΤȡΦΧ ɀ Τ 0-Ƞ #ÈÁÓÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ

Dear Students:
 
In an effort to open the lines of communication a little further, I will begin an endeavor to send to students a monthly Top Ten list.  
The list will include information about projects the administration is working on, reminders, policy information or changes, and any 
information we feel is important to share with students.  
 
I hope you ýnd the information useful, and welcome your feedback or questions.  
 
Here is the ýrst Top Ten List!
 
1. MAC ExamSoft Update
Congratulations Mac users!  You may now use the ExamSoft program with your Mac Computer on the Mac operation system!
 
2. Mac iPrinting Update
IT has a group of students assisting them with testing of the Mac printer software in the library.  IT will inform students with the 
next several weeks if the testing was successful.
 
3. Wireless Network
The upgrade on the wireless network is on schedule to be installed the ýrst week of January.  This upgrade will eliminate the dead 
zones in the library and will create a much faster internet access.
 
4. Listserv Software
Theresa Johnson is currently working on updating the student group lists.  She has requested updated lists from each student 
group.  If you have not yet already sent her your updates, please do so as soon as possible. The next steps are to import the lists, 
type instructions for students, and press the GO button!
 
5. Counseling Services
Remember that Hill Anderson, our school counselor, is available to meet with students on Wednesdays at his ofýce in South 
Royalton.  Students receive three free visits.  Mr. Anderson can be reached at 802.649.2617.  In addition, services are also 
available from the Clara Martin Center at 728.4466 or their 24-hour emergency line: 800.639.6360

See Top 10, pg. 3

December Top Ten! 
By Dean Shirley Jefferson
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Top 10, continued from pg. 2
6. Zip Car Info
Having a car on campus can be a pain. Not to mention expensive. That is, unless you’re a Zipcar member. Sign up now for only $35 and get $35 in free 
driving!  So what exactly is Zipcar? Zipcar is car sharing, an alternative to car rental and car ownership that gives you the freedom to take a car when you want it, 
and put it back when you’re done. Every Zipcar has its own spot, and insurance and gas are always included. And yes! international drivers licenses are accepted. 
Just remember to drive on the right side of the road. Students can sign up today at http://www.zipcar.com/vermontlaw/

7. The Knights Opera House
The Knights Opera House is a studio space that is leased from the town.  It’s located on the corner of Safford Street and Railroad 
Street, opposite the town library - a 5 minute walk from campus.  Several classes are being offered there this semester including 
Yoga, Hip Hop Dance, Martial Arts, and Irish Dance.  For more information or a complete list of classes go to: http://rooms.
vermontlaw.edu

8. TV in 190 Chelsea Building
Youôve asked for it - now be on the lookout! We are working on getting a TV hooked up in the Rec area of the 190 Chelsea Building.  
This hook-up should be completed by the time you return from the semester break in January.
 
9. Snow Removal & Parking
As winter (and snow) approaches, please consider this a friendly reminder, that you may not leave your cars overnight in the parking 
lots.  This is to facilitate snow removal.  If, for safety reasons, you cannot drive your car home or park it elsewhere, you may leave 
it in the parking lot near the Eaton House which is the Institute for Energy & Environment (the lot immediately to your left if your 
coming across the bridge into town) but it must be moved as quickly as possible the following morning.
 
10. Save Your DATA
It can happen at the worst time - your document becomes corrupt or it is somehow lost and it is due within hours.   Don’t let 
this happen to you.  Save often,  back up your work , print a copy.  Many students have lost ýnal papers because they 
failed to save often or make a backup copy.   Save in two places for safety reasons. Print out a hard copy for yourself then if the 
document gets lost at least you have a copy to work from.   Computers are not infallible, protect your hard work.  Beware - Do not 
make edits from email attachments. If you email yourself a document via GroupWise to edit, you must ýrst save the document 
to your the hard drive our network drive before editing.  Do not just open it and start making edits.   Edits made directly to the 
attachment will be lost as it the attachment only saves to a temp ýle.  Even if you hit save and it appears to be saving it, all edits will 
be lost when you close GroupWise.
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Forum Staff:

Bradley Leiser ï Editor in Chief/IT Director

Charles Handy ï Treasurer/Staff Writer

Zach Weight ï Advertising Director/Staff Writer

Stacy Tatman ï Staff Writer/Photographer

Bart Devon ï Staff Photographer

Dana Christensen- Staff Writer (Student Spotlight)

Shannon Clarke ï Staff Writer

Luke Riaz ï Staff Writer

Lauryanne Negers ï Staff Writer

Lorena Ostos ï Staff Writer

Kristen Friedman ï Staff Writer  Above: VLS Dancers perform at Speciýc Performance.  Photo by Bart Devon

Read the Forum completely in color:
http://vermontlaw.edu/students/x8029.xml

Also enjoy a sample of Forumôs archived issues. More to Come!

Join the Forum Facebook Fan page:
Forum - The Vermont Law School newspaper
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From the Editorôs Desk: 
By Bradley Leiser

Forum Editor in Chief

	 As we ýnd ourselves about neck deep in the holiday season I thought I would write a little bit about holiday traditions.  Iôm always 
interested to hear about different traditions from my friends at Vermont Law, and although this isn’t exactly the most diverse school on the 
planet, I have come across a surprising variety here.  These differences result in part from the varying religious afýliations among us.  I have 
also noticed, however, a wide range of practices within the same religions as well, where ethnicity and even just family traditions are often the 
origin.  As I share in the following lines a few of my family’s traditions I hope that you as the reader are caused to focus on some of your own.  
My ñsceneò will be of Christmas Eve, but that obviously may not be the memory you have in your own mind.
	 I grew up in a small town in northern New York State, and therefore, my Christmas story includes anywhere from several inches to 
several yards of snow on the ground.    My Grandfather came up to visit each year but that was the only family we cared to entertain beyond 
my parents, myself and my brother who is 3 years younger than I.  My grandfather was a little odd and always slept on a couch downstairs 
despite there being guest rooms available, but that’s a story for another time.  We generally picked out a tree a few days before Christmas, 
which didn’t usually leave much in the way of selection and we often went home with a tree about 9 feet tall.  To this day we decorate the 
tree on Christmas Eve, the only difference between childhood and now is these days my Fiancé helps, and we all get a little drunk during the 
process.  We still don’t have any glass ornaments because my parents always have pets that seem to enjoy spelunking inside the tree.  Over 
the years the pets have come and gone but the risk of the tree going over remains.  At the moment they’re holding steady at 3 cats and a 130lb 
Doberman-Rottweiler mix named Gator.
	 Now this may not surprise many of you, but my family is mainly Italian.  As such, on Christmas Eve, we loosely adhere to the Italian 
tradition of the feast of the 7 ýshes.  Basically, all that means is that we make dinner that included 7 different kinds of seafood.  The type of 
meal varies from year to year but my favorite is when most (at least 5 of the 7) are fried.  Beer battered fried shrimp, calamari, scallops and 
oysters are some of my favorites.  I also love crab cakes.  My father and I make it all from scratch (while we continue drinking) and everyone 
helps out (peeling things or dredging things or seeding pomegranates for garnishes).  Then we sit down and eat, drink champagne and tell the 
same old stories.  This is a traditional Christmas Eve at the Leiser’s and now that I’m a little older and the Christmas morning gifts are fairly 
predictable, I think Christmas Eve has become my favorite holiday of the year.  What’s yours?

I invite you to write a letter to the editor telling a similar type of story, and then my trusty FORUM staff will pick one or two to publish in the 
January edition.

Thanks for reading FORUM and have a safe and happy beak, we’ll see you in January.

Bradley Leiser

 Below, from left to right: Christine Breen and Jason Billick perform at Speciýc Performance.  Photo by Bart Devon




