
What is SSRN?   
 
Social Science Research Network (SSRN) is devoted to the rapid worldwide distribution 
of research facilitating communication among authors and their readers.  SSRN’s vision 
is to create a way for scholars to share and distribute their research worldwide long 
before their papers work through the journal refereeing and publication process.   
 
SSRN is composed of a number of specialized research networks including the Legal 
Scholarship Network (LSN) which allows authors to upload papers without charge. Any 
paper an author uploads to SSRN is downloadable for free, worldwide.    

 100,000 authors have uploaded their papers and abstracts to SSRN, and users 
have downloaded nearly 16 million full text documents (currently running at 
approximately 4 million downloads per year). 

 
How SSRN works:  
 
SSRN allows authors to have individual pages hosting just their own work and it also 
allows institutions to have a page reflecting the work of the entire academy.  

 Vermont Law School has created several e-journals within SSRN and one 
Research Paper Series:  

1) Natural Resources Law & Policy (VLS Editors: Jason Czarnezki or Marc 
Mihaly) 

2) Energy Law & Policy (VLS Editor: Donald Kries) 
3) Climate Change Law & Policy  (VLS Editor: Patrick Parenteau)  
4) International Environmental Law  (VLS Editor: Tseming Yang) 
5) Vermont Law School Legal Studies Research Paper Series (VLS Editor: 

Oliver Goodenough)   
 
Vermont Law School Legal Studies Research Paper Series: 
 
The easiest way to get your work into the Research Paper Series and your author page is 
to contact Heidi Conner x1440 or Hconner@vermontlaw.edu in the library. 
 

 She can submit to the e-journal and your author page.   
 Heidi cannot make changes to or even access your author page profile but your 

articles will be sent to that page when Heidi submits to the Research Paper 
Series.   

 For each article, you will need to prepare and submit an abstract. 
 You may choose to suggest keywords based on the probable interest of your 

selected audience. 
 You may choose to tell Heidi which e-journals you would like your work 

submitted.   
 Do not submit articles pulled from HeinOnline or any other electronic database 

without first consulting Heidi for approval.  In many cases this act is a violation 
of the library’s licensing agreement.      

mailto:Hconner@vermontlaw.edu


 New material to the VLS Legal Studies Research Paper Series is also sent out in 
emails on a regular basis.   

 As a VLS faculty member you should automatically be receiving these emails but 
if you are not, please contact Jared Wellman.   

 
 
Accessing or Setting up Your Account: 
 

 You can access your author account by doing the following:  
  Go to http://hq.ssrn.com  
 
 Enter your e-mail address in the Login box, leave the password field blank and 

click on Submit.  
 

 It will tell you that your e-mail address is not in the system – please click on Join 
SSRN.  

 
 Here you will see a registration form.  Please fill in all the required fields and 

click on Submit.  
 

 Your user id and password will be emailed to your email account.  
 

 You can go to http://hq.ssrn.com and enter your username and password.  Click 
on Submit to login into the system.  

 
 When you login, you will be able to select the Legal Scholarship Network. SSRN 

will reply by e-mail letting you know when you can access the networks.  
 

 Once your request to join a SSRN network has been approved, then you can 
return to http://hq.ssrn.com and view your account.  Please make sure to click on 
the affliations tab and affiliate yourself with Vermont Law School.  Once you are 
registered you can go to SSRN’s Legal Scholarship Network and subscribe to 
other Subject Matter eJournals.    
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