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Our mission is to have fewer greenhouse gas emissions in  
50 years because of the work we do today, and in 100 years 

because of the work our students do tomorrow.

—Michael Dworkin, Director, Institute for Energy and the Environment

“
”

Michael Dworkin is the universally acknowledged 
environmental superstar of utility regulation. If I were looking 

to build a world-class law school center to address these 
crucial issues, he would be at the very top of my list.

—Ralph Cavanagh, Codirector, Energy Program, 
Natural Resources Defense Council

”
“



Given the importance of America’s energy and environmental 
issues, we see a surprising lack of meaningful discourse and 

leadership to respond to these challenges.  
The Institute for Energy and the Environment provides a 
unique opportunity for policymakers, issue leaders, and 

students to better understand the policy options and secure 
a voice in solving these challenges. 

— Phyllis A. Reha, Commissioner, Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission; Past Chair, NARUC Committee on  

Energy Resources and the Environment

Institute Staff 
Michael Dworkin
Director

Michael Dworkin is a leader in America’s energy and 
environmental sectors. He has succeeded as a utility 
regulator, an environmental litigator, and a small 
businessman. Most recently, Professor Dworkin served six 
years as chairman of the Vermont Public Service Board. 
Before that he was general counsel of the Vermont Public Service Board. He 
has also clerked for the D.C. Court of Appeals and represented U.S. EPA in 
appellate litigation. He speaks frequently at conferences and with clients, 
addressing energy policy, costs, and potentials. He is a director on the boards 
of the Electric Power Research Institute and the American Council for an 
Energy Efficient Economy. He received a BA from Middlebury College and a 
JD from Harvard Law School.

Donald M. Kreis
Associate Director 

Donald Kreis most recently served as general counsel to 
the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission, where 
he was involved in legislation, rulemaking, and contested 
cases. He dealt with electric industry restructuring, 
renewable energy, energy efficiency, carbon cap-and-trade 
initiatives, utility mergers, and ratemaking. Professor Kreis served judicial 
clerkships with the Vermont Supreme Court, the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Maine, and the Maine Supreme Judicial Court. He received a BA 
from Middlebury College, a JD from University of Maine School of Law, and a 
MS from Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism.
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Institute for Energy and the Environment

For more information about our environmental law programs, please contact  
the Office of Admissions at 888-277-5985 or admiss@vermontlaw.edu.

Environmental Law Center 
For more information on the institute and its research team,  

or to inquire about research please visit:  
www.vermontlaw.edu/energy. 

For more information about the energy agricultural  
research, please visit:  

www.agenergysolutions.org. 

For discussion of current news in energy law  
and policy, please visit:  

www.vermontlawenergy.org. 

The Institute for Energy and the Environment is an acting component of 
Vermont Law School’s Environmental Law Center (ELC). The ELC is a nationally 
recognized law center and received the American Bar Association Award for 
Distinguished Achievement in Environmental Law and Policy. Vermont Law 
School’s ELC is the nation’s largest graduate environmental law program and 
features four specialized degrees emphasizing environmental law and policy.  
The ELC offers a rich environmental curriculum, including over 50 courses in 
pollution prevention, environmental justice, land use, natural resources law, 
ocean and coastal law, international environmental law, and environmental 
dispute resolution. The program complements classroom learning with an 
array of internship opportunities that allow students to tackle environmental 
programs with a practical approach and trains students to be environmental 
leaders in government, nonprofits, corporations, and private practice. 

	 �Smart grid and dispatch: IEE researches policy and regulations 

to develop and implement nationwide smart grid and net-

metering systems.

	 �End use and system energy efficiency: IEE examines the 

strengths, opportunities, and barriers of local, state, regional,  

and national energy efficiency programs. 

	� Energy and the agricultural sector: IEE advocates integration 

of energy efficiency into farming practices to provide for better 

economic incentives and allow farmers to continue their role as 

stewards of the land.

	� China’s energy balance: IEE creates materials and provides 

training on the U.S. electric regulatory system to regulators, 

regulated entities, and law students in China. 

	�� The future of generation: IEE examines alternative generation 

of electricity, including nuclear energy, renewable energy, and 

carbon capture and sequestration.

The Institute for Energy and the Environment is fast  
becoming the go-to place in this field. Ongoing collaborations 

between students and faculty from Carnegie Mellon and 
Vermont Law are extremely productive, allowing us to tackle 

key problems neither group could solve on its own.

—Professor M. Granger Morgan, Head, Department of 
Engineering and Public Policy, Carnegie Mellon University

”

“
The Institute for Energy and the Environment (IEE) is an international 

resource for energy law and policy. The research team writes technical 

and practical publications on pressing energy topics, including energy 

self-reliance, carbon sequestration, and renewable energy sources. The 

IEE also facilitates forums and conferences for professional education 

and issue development. 

	 The IEE selects its research team from top students in the energy 

and environmental programs at Vermont Law School. The research 

team is advised by the IEE staff, which is comprised of recognized 

experts in energy law and policy.

	 The IEE offers a Certificate in Energy Law, with a full course 

curriculum during the academic year and seminars during the summer. 

The IEE also serves as a center for graduate research on energy issues.

IEE Subject Areas


